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CROQUET NSW 
NEWSLETTER    
FEBRUARY 2021 

COACHING ACCREDITATION IN NSW 

 

The Coaching Accreditation program to qualify existing 

coaches has been acclaimed a great success by those who 

attended in Newcastle and Canberra. Covid concerns were 

one of the reasons the sessions were not scheduled in 

Sydney. Approximately 50 coaches were accredited in 

Newcastle and 37 in Canberra in all disciplines largely at 

Level 1 Beginner Level and Level 2 Club level.  The new 

coaches will be added to the Croquet NSW website, so you 

can find an accredited coach near you. A number of Coaches 

have also qualified as presenters and will be able to train 

new coaches. You will also find a Coaching Application form 

if you would like to be trained or re-accredited. Send these 

to Pam Gentle who will co-ordinate applications. 

pamgentle@bigpond.com 

EIRE CUP POSTPONED UNTIL 2022 

The Eire Cup has been postponed until 2022 by Croquet 

Australia. The Eire Cup is the premiere AC competition in Australia: pitting the four best male and female 

players in each State against each other. NSW has agreed to host the event in 2022, and looks forward to 

welcoming players from around the nation to venues in Sydney. The newly refurbished and extended 

lawns at Mackey Park, Tempe will form the centrepiece of these venues. The team selection process will be 

conducted as for a new cycle, to ensure the best team for 2022 is selected; so interested players will need 

to play in sufficient nominated events to be considered for the team next year. 

In the meantime the EASTERN 

SEABOARD MIXED SINGLES AND 

DOUBLES event will take place in 

Sydney in the time the Eire Cup would 

have been held: March 16 – 21, and is 

open to all players.  It will be played at a 

variety of venues around Sydney including 

MacKey Park, Tempe, Cammeray, 

Warrawee. Entries through the CNSW 

Events page on the website. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 

Figure 1Newly refurbished lawns at Mackey park, Tempe 
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BOARD UPDATE 

The Board was advised by the Australian Croquet 

Association (ACA) of the cancellation of the Eire Cup, 

and has agreed to host it in 2022 in Sydney. As much of 

the organisation is in place, we are well placed to deliver 

a fabulous event next year. And the Board has been 

delighted with the addition of an extra lawn at Mackey 

Park, Tempe which will assist in managing this large 

event. 

The AGM of the ACA is to be held on 22 March via zoom. 

There are 3 nominees for Board positions from NSW: 

Jim Nicholls, Jacky McDonald and Alison Sharpe. And 

the Board has put up a motion proposing the ACA 

develop a Policy in relation to pesticide and hazardous 

chemical use by Croquet Clubs around Australia. 

The Board also received concerns about privacy issues in 

relation to member names and the website. An anomaly 

on the website has been corrected, and the Board will 

continue to look at improving the privacy of information 

on our website. 

The Coaching Accreditation being conducted by the ACA in each State has been supported by Croquet 

NSW who have sponsored the manuals for Level 1 and 2 coaches who were accredited in the program. The 

ACA has paid for the other manuals.  

The new Constitution continues to be a major goal for the Board; Club members’ comments were 

considered in depth at the last Board meeting, and an improved revised draft is being produced this 

month for Board consideration before being circulated to Clubs.  

Simon Cook has taken on the role of Deputy Chair, and Rik Mills and Rosie Landrebe have a particular 

focus on Association Croquet, while Simon Cook and Kate Elliott will focus on Tournaments.  

Kate McLoughlin, Secretary 

PFC HOOP MAKER EVENT IN FORSTER IN JUNE WITH $3,600 PRIZE POOL 

The inaugural PFC HOOP MAKER GC AUSTRALIAN MASTERS event will be held in Forster NSW on the 

11th to the 13 June 2021 and will be open to GC croquet players with players of 2 handicap and under.  

The prize pool is $3,600.00 with the winner receiving $1,500.00 

As this year's PFC HOOP MAKER GC AUSTRALIAN MASTERS is a three day event, we have restricted 

entrants to 40 with acceptance of entries on the basis of first in  until the forty places are filled. 

Entries opened on the 1st February. 

If you would like to be a spectator only, you will be treated to three days of Croquet played by Golf Croquet 

players who are among the best in the world on lawns that are also among the best in the world. 

There is an abundance of well priced accommodation in Forster at that time of the year so please join us 

to make the first  PFC HOOP MAKER GC AUSTRALIAN MASTERS an enormous success. Contact for 

information and entries: forstercroquetclub@gmail.com

2Greg Bury ACA Coaching Director in 
Newcastle 

 

Figure 3Greg Bury(ACA Coaching 
Director) in Newcastle 

 

Board members 
Chair: Kate Elliott 
Deputy Chair: Simon Cook 
Treasurer: Steve Miles 
 Secretary/Newsletter: Kate McLoughlin 
Rosie Landrebe 
Rik Mills 

Website: croquet-nsw.org 

 

mailto:forstercroquetclub@gmail.com
mailto:chair@croquet-nsw.org
mailto:secretary@croquet-nsw.org
mailto:secretary@croquet-nsw.org
mailto:rosienews@yahoo.com.au
mailto:rik.mills@croquet-nsw.org
file:///C:/Users/kmcl1/Dropbox/Croquet/CroquetNSW/croquet-nsw.org
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FUTURE OF CROQUET IN GOOD HANDS 

Rod Thompson  

(Reprinted from The Newcastle Weekly)

The future of croquet is in good hands if the 

Toronto club’s junior program is anything 

to go by. 

More than 30 youngsters, aged nine and 

upwards, took part in the annual event at 

Ron Hill Oval on Monday 18 January – 

much to the delight of local president 

Marion Davies. 

“We usually host it during the school holidays,” she said. 

“Unfortunately, we can’t use the grounds after 4pm [on a school day] or on weekends, although students 

from Toronto High and Charlton Christian College play croquet as one of their sports. 

“So, this is the best time for those who are interested. “On average, we get between 10 and 15 kids. “But, 

today, the number’s easily surpassed that – it’s our most successful one to date. “It’s wonderful to see the 

young, smiling faces as they arrive.” Davies admitted croquet not only offered the children a unique 

challenge, it also provided them with an opportunity to use “brain over brawn”. “It’s great for kids who 

don’t particularly like contact sport,” she said. 

“And, for the mathematically-minded ones, it tests them, too. It is such a tactical game. Plus, days like this 

open the door for a whole new generation. We’d love to run the junior program all the time if it was 

possible. The participants, mentored by the Toronto Croquet Club’s experienced regular members, were 

also split into six groups, tackling a different activity, from skills drills to trick shots. Afterwards they 

partook in a game of “pirates” before a normal round of croquet. “It’s a fabulous [concept],” said 

Maitland-based Australian and NSW junior coordinator Jackie McDonald, who lent a hand as well.  And, 

it is fantastic that people are 

being introduced to the game 

at such a young age.” 

If you’re keen to learn more, 

contact Marion Davies 

at marion.dawn6@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your contributions to the 

Croquet NSW newsletter are 

welcome. Contact Kate 

McLoughlin at 

newsletter@croquet-nsw.org Jacky McDonald demonstrating at Toronto Croquet Club

https://newcastleweekly.com.au/author/rodt/
https://sites.google.com/site/torontocroquetclub/
mailto:marion.dawn6@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@croquet-nsw.org
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FROM OUR NORTHERN 

CORRESPONDENT 

Not so good lawns 

At my club we have had plenty of time 

recently to dream about top class lawns: 

flat, no slopes, consistent speed, no bald 

patches, no weeds. 

 How do clubs manage to get such quality 

lawns? Invariably they have a professional 

groundskeeper, or a retired groundskeeper 

who is a croquet addict.  

Then there are the other clubs; most of us. 

Everything is done by volunteers, who try 

hard but don’t always get it right, nor get the 

extra muscle power they would like. 

Things can get bad. I played AC once at a 

club in Queensland. There were flowering 

weeds on the lawn. At one point I suggested 

to my wife she rush a ball up to the pretty 

blue flower.  

Not many current players were active fifty 

years ago, but probably then lawns were 

rough, and the odd bump or slope all added 

to the unpredictability. There we no divots 

then from badly executed jump shots. Half a 

century ago shots which deliberately tried to 

make a ball airborne were designated fouls 

and were forbidden. 

My club is in the throes of laser levelling our 

lawns. They will be better than they have 

ever been. We are bringing in rules to keep 

them that way. No “hammer” jump shots. 

Hoops set using a spirit level and set only by 

trained members. Hoops removed only by 

trained members. Mowing, line marking 

done to a strict schedule. Hoop hole 

maintenance by a designated person. 

Sounds draconian? But many clubs have 

members who have been doing this for 

many years, we have nobody who has done 

if for more than five. 

So if you are planning to improve your lawn 

surfaces by spending a lot of club funds, 

think carefully what happens once you are 

playing again, and have a plan. 

And, in case you missed it, on the Resource 

page of the CNSW Web site there is an 

excellent session on lawn maintenance 

problems. It was recorded from Zoom and is 

well worth an hour of your time. 

 

Love your mallet 

A ninety-six year old has played with a 

mallet made for her by a club member for 

several years. It looks a little worn. She was 

asked if she would like to try a shiny new 

fibre shafted mallet. “Certainly not,” was the 

reply, “I love my mallet, it will go in the box 

with me.” 

Peter Martin (Coutts Crossing) 
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THE BLADE: AUSTRALIA’S LOVE 

AFFAIR WITH LAWN 

The Canberra Croquet Club hires their 
facilities to a variety of community, 
diplomatic, government, professional and 
education groups interested in experiencing 
a fun and innovative croquet focussed 
function. Income from lawn hire is a major 
contributor to the Club’s largest annual 
expense item of water and lawn 
maintenance. 
At 4.00pm on Saturday 23 January the 
Canberra Croquet Club hosted a group with 
a difference. Not the usual hen’s party, 
corporate team building or office get 
together over a game of croquet in the 
beautiful shady treed environment. 
People in this group had an interest in the 
lawns we play on.  
The group learnt about the Canberra 
Croquet Club lawns and their care from 
Ralph Richardson, the Club’s volunteer 
lawn Manager while sipping a chilled 
champagne, had a lesson in croquet 
etiquette and played a game or two. 
Previously the group had learnt what it 
takes to keep the iconic lawns of Parliament 
House looking green all year round from the 
Assistant Director of Landscape Services at 
Australian Parliament House.  
The event was planned by the Canberra 
Museum and Gallery (CMAG) to coincide 
with their new travelling exhibition, The 
Blade: Australia’s love affair with lawn 
which explores how green spaces in 
Australia have changed and developed over 
time. The exhibition continues in Canberra 
until February 20. 
The exhibition highlights the changes in the 
Australian relationship to lawn from native 
grasses to pasture; from the influences of 
European inspired gardens to grappling 
with the climate change crisis and the need 
to create sustainable environment. 
The quality of the lawn is critical to all 

mallet sports. A 3 – 4.5mm height grass 
surface with irrigation, effective drainage 
and the ball rolling in a steady path are 
desired. However, croquet grass surfaces all 
have their challenges that make the game 
more interesting. There may be slopes in the 
corners, irrigation heads, worn surfaces 
around hoops, worm casts and even 
mushrooms to divert your perfect shot. 

 

But how long will croquet be played on real 
grass? Because of the prospect of prolonged 
drought and long hotter summers the 
Dubbo Croquet Club in Australia was one of 
the first to install synthetic turf. This turf 
provides a surface that is always well 
trimmed; the firm base under the grass 
allows fast drainage in rainy days, and 
guarantees an even surface. You can play all 
the time you want, and at all seasons of the 
year.  
Many new grounds for sports like hockey, 
soccer, tennis and bowls in Australia have 
been converted to this non-grass option. 
This is also the ACT Government’s 
preference for new sporting surfaces. 
Traditional croquet players are appalled by 
this development. 

Judy Tier Publicity Canberra Croquet Club  

What do you think? Comments welcome to 

secretary@croquet-nsw.org.au 
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COACHING ACCREDITATION ROADSHOW 

Greg Bury and Barb Piggott have just finished their Coaching Roadshow in Newcastle and 

Canberra. NSW now has a slew of updated coaches in all disciplines of mallet sport: Golf, 

Association, Ricochet and Gateball. A big thank you to Newcastle National Park Croquet Club 

and Canberra Croquet Club for hosting these events. Canberra was hosted in conjunction with 

Queanbeyan Croquet Club, Queanbeyan Bowls Club and Goodwin Village Ainslie.  
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TOURNAMENTS COMING UP 

Inaugural Eastern Seaboard Open, AC 

Mixed Doubles and Singles, 16-21 March in 

Metropolitan Sydney. Entries close 5 March. 

Club competitions around the State are 

proving very popular with a number of 

Tournaments at Young, Maitland, Orange 

and Forster booked out. Entries still open 

for Wagga Wagga GC Carnival 17-20 

March via kall0861@bigpond.net.au, 

Nowra Singles and Doubles GC, 16-19 

April, and Cammeray AC Birthday 

Tournament 15 – 18 April. 

You can play 3 Days of Ricochet in 

Sawtell, 26-28 March. 

If you are looking for a winter break you 

could go to the NSW Div 2 GC Doubles in 

Nowra, June 17-18, and Div 2 GC Singles 

in Jamberoo June 19-21. Then head up the 

coast for the NSW Div 3 Doubles and 

Singles in Ballina, Byron Bay, 

Lismore, 14 – 18 July. 

Check out the Events tab on the CNSW 

website. 

WINNERS ARE GRINNERS 

Congratulations to Peter Freer 

(Canberra), runner up in the Victorian 

GC Open Singles, 30-31 January, 

Cairnlea. Lester Hughes (Williamstown) 

was the winner. 

Congratulations to Stephen Richards 

(Canberra) winner of the NSW AC 3 & 

Under Singles, 6-7 Feb, Tempe, from 

Robert Elliott (Cooks River  

Check Croquet Scores for more results 

COVID GUIDELINES UPDATE 

Latest CNSW Covid guidelines as at 2 

February have been mailed to all Clubs and 

are available on the website. They clarify the 

rules for Community Sport (arrive play 

leave), Social Events (arrive play, stay) and 

Corporate Hires (need their own COVID 

Safety Plan).   

AC SELECTORS NEEDED 

Croquet NSW is looking for members to be 

part of the CNSW Association Croquet 

Selection Committee. The Selectors role is 

to choose players for Selection events, using 

a fair, transparent and documented 

selection policy. The Committee currently 

has two vacancies and is particularly keen to 

hear from non male members and those 

outside Sydney. 

For further information contact Chair of 

AC Selectors. mike.hughes2@bigpond.com 

 MAITLAND CROQUET CLUB OPENS 

EXTENSION 

MAITLAND Croquet Club has officially 

reopened with nearly $270,000 worth of 

refurbishments and improvements. Member for 

Maitland, Jenny Aitchison with Club members. 

 

mailto:kall0861@bigpond.net.au
https://www.croquet-nsw.org/events.html
https://croquetscores.com/
mailto:mike.hughes2@bigpond.com
mailto:mike.hughes2@bigpond.com
https://email19.godaddy.com/webmail.php?folder=INBOX&firstMessage=1

