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We are very pleased to welcome back a club that had been 
a member of Croquet NSW in the past. 
 
The current secretary writes: 
 
“Our club has recently rejoined Croquet NSW.  
 
With our low membership numbers we enjoy meeting on 
Monday mornings for a relaxed game of Association 
croquet on our two lawns.  Our starting time is 9.00am 
and we finish at 12noon with a break for a delicious 
morning tea brought by one of the members. 
 
We are fortunate to be able to use the facilities at the 
cricket ground of Historic Camden Park. The club was 
first formed under the direction of Quentin Macarthur 
Stanham and has now returned to its original home on 
Camden Park Estate 

Glenys McKenzie 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
There will be further news from Camden Park in the 
December issue. 



 

 

From the President 
 

As my year as President nears an end I would 

like to start my report by firstly thanking my 

great executive team whose help has been 

invaluable during the year. Thank you all -

Alison, Brenda, John and Steve. 
 

I am very proud of what we as a team have been able to 

achieve on your behalf. To mention just a few, the 

amenities at Tempe which have needed a freshen up for 

some time, the equipment shed with the interesting lean is 

no more, it has now been replaced with a new shed and a 

concrete apron has been poured in front which assists in 

getting access to the equipment.  A huge thanks to Alison 

Sharpe who was instrumental along with a lot of help 

from John Eddes in the complete revamp, “NO”, creation 

of our lovely Kitchen area with hot and cold running 

water at Tempe.  
 

We have put considerable time into preparing a new 

constitution to hopefully have ratified at the AGM, also a 

better communication process between Croquet NSW and 

the clubs. We have also adopted the Duffers Tice as a new 

method of entry to our state events which also includes a 

payment option. One of the new rollouts has been the 

installation of the Club sign-on option to the Web Site 

which now allows the Club Secretaries to manage their 

Membership directly on the website. There is also access 

to the yearbook. The Executive are particularly excited 

about this latest addition, a special thanks to Steve 

Thornton and David Archer for helping achieve this for 

us. 
 

During our successful win of the Eire Cup in March it 

came to my attention that our State Team were sporting up  

to three variations of our state uniform. We decided that a 

united front would be better and as such we have now 

implemented and designed a standard state team shirt for 

AC, GC and Gateball Members. Thank you to Brenda for 

dealing with all the organisation of these issues. Thanks to 

Jim Nicholls we have been able to secure a three year 

sponsorship deal for our State Team Shirts.  
 

Any organisation needs a management committee to keep 

things perking along. This team also needs the assistance 

of many additional volunteers who give up their time 

during the year, often behind the scenes. A huge thank 

you to all those various committees and their  members, 

Referees, Timekeepers without whom the organisation 

would not run so smoothly. In particular a big thankyou to 

Wendy Fothergill who apart from always being available 

for refereeing duties when needed at Tempe is also in 

charge of the fantastic CNSW Newsletter. 
 

During the year our New South Wales members have been 

out there on the lawns showing what a strong State New 

South Wales is in croquet. Our members have participated  

in World Championships, Australian championships, 

International events in Association and  Golf Croquet and  

also Gateball. Our Inter State Shield Golf Croquet Team  
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From the Editor 
 

 Thank you to the following clubs for their 

contributions to this issue: Blue Mountains, 

Branxton, Camden Park, Cowra, Eastwood, 

Macquarie City, Muswellbrook, Myall Park, 

Nelson Bay, Nowra, Port Macquarie, Sawtell, 

Strathfield and Walla Walla. 
 

It has been Pennants season since the last issue.  Golf 

Croquet Divisions 1, 2 and 3 were concluded at Tempe 

during June and there is a good report on these.  AC 

Pennants are almost complete, with one final delayed by 

sickness—final result will be in the next issue. 
 

It was a real pleasure to be able to report on the Order of 

Australia bestowed on David Stanton in the Queen’s 

Birthday Honours list.   Well done, David.  Good wishes 

to all those who participate in the Peer Support Program,. 
 

Peter Montague (Killara) shared some articles on Croquet 

from the other side of the world.  There is also a list of 

accommodation possibilities for those who come to 

Tempe from areas outside the metropolitan, collated by 

Roberta Flint.  
 

I was pleased that results of the recent AC World 

Championship were in time for reporting here.  

Congratulations to all the Australians who made it into the 

event. 

Wendy Fothergill 

Deadline for next issue: 

Friday 20 November 

 
David Stanton AM  
was recognised in 
Queen’s Birthday 
Honours 2015 
 
 
See Press Release p. 3 

came second and are about to do battle again, our Eire 

Cup Team won the Eire Cup going through undefeated. 
 

 Congratulations to all our members who have participated 

from Club events right through to the World Arena. 

Finally I would like to thank Alison for all her help during 

the year. Alison has decided to step down from her 

executive role next year.  I wish her all the best in her 

croquet in the future. 
 

It has been my privilege to serve as your President this 

year, I thank you all.  Looking forward to seeing you on 

the lawns. 
 

I love this game!! 

 Tony McArthur 
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Founding director and former Chairman of Peer Support 
Australia, David Stanton was recognised for significant 
service to the community in the 2015 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours. 
 

David Alan Stanton was awarded a Member (AM) in the 

General Division of the Order of Australia. His award 

recognizes significant service to the community through 

programs to improve the mental, emotional and social 

wellbeing of young Australians. 

David served as Chairman, Peer Support Australia, 2005-

2010 and Director from 1983 – 2013.  David has made a 

significant contribution to the community, in particular to 

the lives of thousands of young Australians through his 

service to Peer Support Australia. 

Thirty years ago when David first heard of a program of 

peer support for students, he saw its value. He has worked 

hard ever since to bring the program to life and deliver it 

to as many young Australians as possible. 

In early 1983 health educator, the late Elizabeth Campbell 

AM, at a meeting of the Rotary Club of St Ives, spoke of 

introducing a program of peer support to schools. This 

program would help develop leaders, combat bullying, 

and prevent youth suicide and drug addiction within the 

student community.  Mrs Campbell was moved to act out 

of concern for her own teenage son’s welfare and the 

death of a Sydney high school student from a heroin 

overdose. When that death was investigated it was clear 

that the student’s peers knew much more about what was 

going on in his life than his teachers and parents. If they 

had known how to act, perhaps his death could have been 

avoided. 

At the time of that Rotary meeting, the program was run 

out of the boot of Elizabeth’s car. Directly after the 

meeting, David spoke with Elizabeth about “formalising” 

her initiative and establishing a Steering Committee to 

start the process.  David called together a number of 

fellow professionals – lawyers, accountants and 

academics – to join the Steering Committee to help 

incorporate the Peer Support Program. 

In June 1983, the Peer Support Foundation was formed as 

a company limited by guarantee. David was a subscriber 

to its formation and became a director.  The then retiring 

ABC journalist, James Dibble MBE AM, was appointed 

the first Chairman.  David continued his directorship for 

30 years until late 2013, and in five of those years was 

Chairman. 

It was during David’s term as Chairman, from 2005 to 

2010, that the Peer Support Foundation came to deliver its 

programs nationally, strengthened its financial position, 

and stepped up its positioning with a change of name to 

“Peer Support Australia”. 

In 2005 the organisation needed to increase its reserves to 

secure its financial position and meet plans of making the 

program available to students nationally. There was 

$230,000 in the bank. When David retired five years later 

there was $2M. 

The fundraising commenced with David and the General 

Manager, Sharon Austin, knocking on Federal 

Government doors.  This included approaching: the then 

Federal Minister for Health & Ageing, The Hon Tony 

Abbott, MP, the local Federal member, The Hon Bronwyn 

Bishop, MP; and the then Federal Minister for Education, 

Science & Training, The Hon Brendan Nelson, MP. 

Mr Nelson agreed to fund a Peer Support Program 

focusing on anti-bullying for $50,000. As a result of the 

success of this Program, Mr Nelson supported two further 

Programs focusing on resilience and values education.  

From October 2005 to May 2006, David and Sharon 

travelled to every State and Territory in Australia to meet 

with the respective Ministers of Education, senior 

executives of Departments of Education, executives from 

the Catholic Education Offices and Associations of 

Independent Schools, and school principals to speak of the 

benefits of the program, seek funding, and encourage 

running it. 

Over that period, David almost 100 meetings across the 

country.  This effort was rewarded.  In 2006 Peer Support 

Australia was successful in obtaining a $550,000 grant 

under the National Suicide Prevention Program which 

enabled the organisation to expand the program to 

Queensland and Tasmania. 

In 2009 the Federal Department of Health & Ageing 

suggested to Peer Support Australia that it take its 

program to the Kimberley and the Northern Territory. 

Ninety schools all over Western Australia responded to 

Peer Support Australia’s ‘expression of interest’ letter.  To 

galvanise support to deliver the program, David and 

Sharon flew to Perth regularly to speak with politicians, 

senior bureaucrats, and representatives from the Catholic 

and Independent school bodies. 

It was also during David’s chairmanship that the 

organisation prepared for quality assurance and became 

accredited.  David applied the principles of accreditation 

to the workings of the board.  He introduced a board 

evaluation process, which takes place every three years, 

and a portfolio system where each board member oversees 

an aspect of operation.  Skill gaps have been filled and his 

initiative has strengthened the board and the organisation. 

During his period as Chairman, David retired from 

professional life.  This allowed him to dedicate more time 

to Peer Support Australia during a time of significant 

growth.  In 2005 there were around 200,000 students 

participating in the Peer Support Program annually in 
NSW and ACT.  Now the number is in the region of 

500,000 and the Program runs in every Australian State 

and Territory. 

In addition to David’s contribution to the Australian 

community, he has raised six children. His first wife Anne 

died of cancer in 1984.  They had four children, all of 

school age at the time.  In 1992 David married Rufina and 

they have two children aged 17 and 20. 

 



 

 

 

newsletter@croquet-nsw.org 

From Branxton Croquet Club 
 

Congratulations to our President, Jacky McDonald, who 

has been appointed National Director of School Coaching 

by the Australia Croquet Association. Talking to Jacky 

about her new appointment, she said “As a PE specialist I 

have always been involved with young people and sport.  I 

really think that today's young people are the future of 

croquet. I have been involved with School croquet for the 

past ten years and have run a state championship for eight 

years involving both primary and secondary students. This 

year I intend to run an Australian Schools Championship 

for secondary students and have been in touch with each 

state.”    We wish her all the best in this very important 

and challenging position.  

  

Helen Enright played in the recent National Park Club's 

“Croquet Annual Carnival-2015 Association and Golf”, a 

four day tournament.  In seven singles Golf croquet games 

played, Helen won all seven games with a perfect score of 

seven in each game and reduced her handicap to seven.  

Lucky 7's!!  Hats off to Helen. 

  

Our players took part in the NSW Championships, with 

Helen Haines and Carol Hudson in Division 3 held at 

Toronto and Rod Dillon in Division 2 at Taree.  Six of our 

members competed at Maitland's “Sweet Pea” tournament. 

All played well and Helen Enright and Carol Hudson 

finished runner up in their block  Well done to our 

Branxton members. 

  

The terrible weather in the Hunter played havoc with all 

our scheduled games with our singles competition still to 

be completed and Pennants games having to be 

rescheduled as Cessnock had to drop out unfortunately.   

Three clubs remained to battle it out, Branxton, EDSACC 

(Central Coast) and Maitland. 
 

 A big thank you to the Branxton players who put up their 

hands to play Pennants.  One wonders why it is so hard to 

get players to represent their Club.  Thank you also to the 

members who gave up their time to referee these games. 

  

In the next issue we will have the results of our Gala day 

held on Friday 22 May and our Tournament on the 8th and 

9th of August.  
 

Until then, cheers and good playing. 

 

 

Fran Klein 

Publicity Officer 
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Walla Walla Singles & Doubles Tournament 
 

Our annual Singles and Doubles Tournament on 15th-16th 

May was very successful.  We were thrilled to welcome 

the Secretary of Croquet NSW Stephen Thornton and his 

wife Julie to our Club. Also the founder of our Club (13 

years ago) Pastor Robert Bartholomaeus. 
 

Players travelled from Maitland, Sutherland, Canberra, 

Deniliquin, Dubbo, Wagga Wagga, Benalla, Wangaratta, 

Corowa, Wodonga and Albury as well as our own players. 

With two beautiful sunny days it was great to welcome 

old and new friends to Walla Walla. 
 

There was some very competitive croquet played and 

Tournament results were as follows:- 

Doubles 

1st Place: Jim Rooney (Corowa) 4 games, 36 hoops 

2nd Place: Stephen Thornton (Maitland) 4 games, 33 

hoops 

3rd Place: Robert Bartholomaeus (Canberra) 4 games, 

31 hoops 

Singles 

Section 1 

Winner: Robert Bartholomaeus (Canberra) 4 games, 

28 hoops 

Runner-up: Stephen Thornton (Maitland) 3 games, 24 

hoops 

Section 2 

Winner: Alan Hunter (Walla Walla) 4 games, 28 

hoops 

Runner-up: Brenda Bruhn (Albury) 3 games, 25 hoops 

Section 3 

Winner: Julie Thornton (Maitland) 3 games, 19 

hoops 

Runner-up: John Grattan (Canberra) 2 games, 12 hoops 

Section 4 

Winner:  Elwyn Reid (Albury) 4 games, 28 hoops 

Runner-up  Michael Nixon (Corowa) 3 games, 22 hoops 

 

 

 
L to R: Nola 

Scholz, Ken 

Pullen, Jan 

Baker, Julie 

Thornton, Isabel 

Tabor 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new Banners on the day 
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Croquet Gala Day at Cowra, May 2015 
 

Autumn again and time to host our very popular Gala 

Day.  It’s always lovely in Cowra and the trees in the park 

add so much colour to the surrounds of the croquet court. 
 

A lot of thought and preparation goes into our day as we 

order the Chelsea Buns for morning tea, set the tables 

attractively, and decide on which skills games to set out,  

also making sure the lawns would be mowed the day 

before.  And the all-important afternoon tea as members 

search their recipe books for a tasty and attractive addition 

to the table. 
 

Then came the visitors, this year from Young, Hazelbrook 

and Orange.  While they are enjoying their cuppa, the 

names are drawn into games and the days play begins.  

Thirty-two players enjoyed a fairly quick turnover 

between ending one game and starting the next.  With two 

courts, half the players were on at one time leaving half an 

hour to rest and recoup, or chat with friend, or try a skill. 
 

Our skills games this time were: a tyre to test the mettle of 

those who like to practise jumping balls, a very handy 

skill for Golf Croquet when the opposition has a ball 

blocking the approach to the hoop; a ladder to practice 

stop/stub shots, with both balls hit to land in a high 

scoring rung space; Bagatelle to try out the straight 

shooters; and just for fun ‘eggs in the basket’ where we 

had a dozen different weight balls to hit into the centre 

ring.  Most of these might seem easy but our little bit of 

lawn to the side of the courts is not in the same condition 

as the courts, even though we mow it as short as we can to 

smooth it out.  Being mostly kikuyu, it is still quite rough.  
 

By the time afternoon tea time arrives, everyone is pleased 

to take a well earned break and sit down to eat, drink and 

discuss games etc.  Our visitors seem to look forward to 

all the tasty titbits as there is not much left after they have 

gone. 
 

The golf croquet winner of the day was Doug Leabeater 

from Young, with Faye Slatter second, also from Young,  

and Sandra Tanner third, from Hazelbrook. 
 

The skills game winner was Ben Maxwell, Hazelbrook,  

‘Eggs’ was won by Pat McIllhatton, Young, the ladder by 

Pat Nowlan, Young, and the tyre had two playoffs before 

Joyce Williams, Young, was declared the winner.  
 

A final clean up and an appreciative thank you from our 

President, Jenny Hayes, and we were all off home to have 

a well earned rest. 

 

 

 

 

 
Players 

enjoying a 

break in 

the sun. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rita Wade, Cowra, concentrating on her shot 

 

Chris Palazzi 

Cowra 

 

 

 

 

Myall Park News 
 

April and May have been busy as the courts are back in 

excellent form and the membership have shown their 

appreciation and enthusiasm by playing at least several 

games on Monday, Wednesday and Saturdays.  Special 

large thank you to Tony Jones and Tim Barker who have 

been working tirelessly over the past several months to get 

the courts into an excellent playing condition.  Thanks 

also to various members who have given their time, 

energy and support in getting the "shed' into a great 

clubhouse where we can all enjoy a cuppa..... 
 

On Monday we farewelled Maz Jeacle our games captain 

who is moving to Queensland where she will join the local 

croquet club.  We played croquet all day with a sausage 

sizzle, cake and coffee in between..............best wishes 

Maz".  Thanks to Connie Hewitt our club secretary and 

Lovie Maloney our catering manager for organization of 

this gala day. 
 

Mondays are the most popular play day with regular 

players Margaret Drake, Ron Winters, Michele Weir, 

Hillary Gall, and Lucy Casey all playing well along with 

improving their game as getting the ball through the hoop 

is not as easy as it looks!  Also Pat Beggs, Bev Latona, 

Geoff Latona, Sarah James and Dawn Dale played 

recently.  Hopefully we expect several new interested 

"potential players“ to join our ranks. 
 

Get well wishes to Kath Winterbottom, Geoff Moran and 

Ann Willing.  We look forward to seeing them back on 

the courts soon. 

Happy croqueting! 

 
 

Joy Orvis  

Publicity 
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the lunch hours. There were three well attended social 

functions during the carnival. As this was such a special 

year our second evening function was at The Westport 

Club. This dinner was possible because of a generous 

donation from them towards this event, and every one had 

an enjoyable evening. A representative from Westport, 

John Smith, was on hand to present the prizes to the 

winners on Friday prior to dinner. 
 

During the carnival Herman Camphuis took lots of photos 

of competitors at work and play. Each day he left copies 

so that players would have a memento of the five days. 

Bridget Earle assembled some into a collage which I have 

included.  I know we’ve only just finished this year’s 

carnival, but we’d love to see you next year in Port 

Macquarie. I can’t guarantee perfect weather but you will 

have a good time. 
   

Sue Moss 

Carnival Manager 

 

Diamond Jubilee Carnival 
Port Macquarie  

 

Our 60th annual association carnival was held at our 

Buller Street courts from 20th – 24th July. The thirty 

players represented thirteen clubs from NSW. The play 

consisted of five blocks of round robin competition.   
 

The winners of the blocks were: 
 

Block A: Winner: Tony Hall (Canberra) 

Runner-up: John Gilhooly (EDSACC) 

Block B: Winner: Alan Gray (Newcastle Nat/Park) 

Runner-up: Bill Strick (Taree) 

Block C: Winner: Jenny Arnold (Sawtell) 

Runner-up: Margaret Gray (Newcastle Nat/Park) 

Block D: Winner: Derek Burrows (Sawtell)    

Runner-up: Peter Martin (Coutts Crossing) 

Block E: Winner: Brenda Burrows (Sawtell) 

Runner-up: Rod Munro (Coutts Crossing) 
 

Alan Gray and Brenda Burrows won their blocks by 

achieving five wins. The other 3 blocks were decided on 

count backs making the final day an exciting one for 

spectators. Tony Hall did a repeat of last year, winning on 

a count back in the final match, great to watch! This was 

not the only exciting game as there were a few won by 

one point. We had five days of friendly competition with 

players who have been regulars at our carnival (some for 

over 20 years) and some new faces who came to celebrate 

our Diamond Jubilee Carnival with us.   
 

As Tournament  Referee Jim Hicks and his deputy Robin 

Shenton kept a watchful eye on the games and managed to 

have a referee in charge for each game. Robin, along with 

John Watson and Bridget Earle, also volunteered to do the 

refereeing of that chilly first session. Bridget did this on 

top of her duties as Tournament Secretary, and she never 

seems to run out of steam. Thanks also to the members 

who left a warm bed at an ungodly hour to set up lawns, 

and “Shorty”, our greenkeeper, who was there every 

morning making sure the lawns were in good shape and 

the urn was on for those early arrivals. 
 

Our club members maintained their reputation for their 

hospitality and home made goodies that arrived every day 

like magic. I’d like to thank them for their efforts and also 

those who gave their time to help Susan Shenton during   

One Strike— Two Hoops 
 

There was great excitement with almost disbelief at a recent Monday play of Golf 

Croquet at the Muswellbrook Courts.  A consistent player, Dot Jackson’s hit with 

one strike went through two hoops 
 

Fellow Club members not playing with her are waiting for her to show them how she 

did it! 

 
Club President (r) Jean  Fibbins and fellow player  Eric Lennox congratulating Dot Jackson 

 

Neita J. Burkill 
 

Editor’s  Note:  This may not be a unique experience, but it is good to see that good play and clever shots still 

produce great excitement among players!    Keep it up Dot. 
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The initial thought of thirty girls was rather daunting, but I 

can assure all that we’ve thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience, and have already heard some girls showing 

interest in continuing to play with club members on the 

weekends. 
 

We would appreciate any contact from other clubs who 

may be interested to hear the final outcome of our 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Amy Zhang hitting the ball, with 

Yun Aung, & Keshavi Jeyaseelan, 

looking on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Keshavi Jeyaseelan takes a turn 

to run the hoop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heather Smallbone 

Coach Strathfield Croquet Club 

Coaching Strathfield Girls’ High School  
 

The Strathfield Girls High School approached Strathfield 

C.C. requesting croquet be added to their sports 

curriculum for terms 3 and 4.  The club responded 

suggesting 24 girls, but 30 is the school requirement for 

each sport.  The club decided Association would be more 

of a challenge for the girls, and as we have 5 beginner 

coaches and other club members volunteering to assist, 

this was the choice of game.  In addition, we have 2 lawns 

available each week. 
 

Firstly, we devised systems for the speedy allocation of 

mallets.  The mallets were numbered from 1-30.  Tallest 

shaft to shortest.  Girls were lined up, also tallest to 

shortest, and given the appropriate mallet.  Each girl was 

given a folder, synopsis of the game of Association 

Croquet, score sheet included, and name badge, on which 

was the number of their mallet. 
 

Lesson 1:  Grip, stance and swing.  Hitting balls across 

the lawn to develop a good swing, then on to hoop 

running.  Each lesson will finish with a game of Best in 

20.  Each girl to record how many hoops they run in 20 

strokes. (hence the score sheet). 
 

Lesson 2:  Revision of swing.  The explanation of roquet, 

croquet, continuation sequence was explained, then the 

first croquet stroke to be taught was the take-off. 

Cardboard arrows as a teaching aid, were used for the 

demonstration, then the girls were divided into pairs, each 

group with their aids to practise the stroke.  Best in 20 

followed. 
 

Lesson 3:  Beginner croquet.   The toss, selecting to go in 

first, second or choice of balls.  During this session the 

girls were in groups of 4.  We began by keeping the balls 

very close to the hoop, then as they would roquet a ball, 

take –off to another, then to the front of the hoop & run 

the hoop. 
 

Lesson 4:  Quick revision of previous lesson, then onto 

the half-split roll.  This was again demonstrated with 

cardboard arrows, and a guide line of string to show the 

aiming line. In no time at all, the girls were doing 

excellent split rolls, balls finishing in front of the hoop, 

then running the hoop. 

 

With such a large number of girls, it is difficult to move 

on from hoop to hoop, so Lesson 5  was a demonstration 

of the 4 ball break by the coach, with another player 

giving an explanation of the two croquet strokes, which 

had been taught so far  - take-off, & half roll. 
 

In the next lesson, each girl will have the opportunity of 

playing the 4 ball break. 
 

I am amazed at how quickly the girl have progressed, and 

are thoroughly enjoying the challenge.  We have from 

time to time, challenged the girls, with questions relating 

to metric conversion of the measurements of the lawn, and 

other related objects.  A prize will be awarded at the end 

of the term, for the winner of the Best in 20 game. 
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A report by Heathrow airport has predicted 
croquet will die out by 2037 but this eccentric 
pastime is still drawing passionate players 
 

Cruel, evil, devastating, lethal. Think you know 

croquet? Think again 
 

Zoe Williams 
 

As delighted as I am by the sheer weirdness of Heathrow 

airport undertaking a study to discover when the sport of 

croquet will finally die out - 2037 - I don’t buy it.  

They’ve done a simple numbers analysis – 74% of Britons 

have no interest in it, and 5% have never heard of it.  

What they should have done was an ethnographic study of 

Dulwich Croquet Club.  Then they would have realised 

that croquet is awesome. 
 

“If you can smoke while you’re going around, is it a sport 

or a pastime?” Simon Carter, 52, wonders aloud.  “We 

have a couple of players who smoke while they’re going 

around.”  Carter is a scratch player, which means he has 

no handicap.  He has played for England.  On Thursday 

morning, basking in sunshine and well-kept grass, he is 

playing a doubles match of golf croquet with Paul 

Newton, the club secretary, and the Lavers, Robert and 

Anne, who don’t play on the same side because, as Anne 

says ruminatively, “some husbands and wives play 

together, but there are quite a few arguments on the lawn”. 

“It’s a peculiarly British sport. It’s mildly eccentric. The 

characters are drawn from what I call the margins of 

society,” says Carter, showing me his mallet. “This is 

custom-made by a man who rejoices in the name of Prof 

Pidcock, who I think by law can only make croquet 

mallets.”  The game defies all the principles of exercise.  

It is not even as high energy as darts. The croquet posture 

looks like one of those diagrams with a cross through it 

you’d find in a workplace health and safety leaflet. But 

the appeal is intellectual, not physical. The best players 

are also good at bridge, and chess: you can be technically 

excellent but not a great strategist and you probably won’t 

win.  
 

Croquet seems to me, when I have a go, to unite 

everything I find most frustrating: hand-eye coordination, 

the variables of other people’s luck and talent, and the 

complication of plotting nine different scenarios eight 

moves ahead. That’s a bit of an overstatement – golf 

croquet, the simpler version, takes about an hour 

(“Though some of these players are a bit leisurely,” Carter 

says archly of his own team) and you’d only have to plot 

four moves ahead.  
 

Association croquet is more like snooker – each player 

keeps on going until they “break down” (in the rather 

melodramatic rubric of the game). “If you’ve got two very 

good players, the opening is all important. It’s like chess,” 

Paul Newton explains. That can go all day but more 

usually takes about three hours.  
 

Newton is pretty optimistic about numbers. “We hold on 

to our members until they retire and go to the south But 

we do have younger players. Some of our members are,” 

he pauses, “in work.” Later on, he says: “I have to ask, 

why would a young person take it up?  Only because they 

hated all other sports.”  Pierre Beaudry, 60, is the Belgian 

No 1, and also plays at Dulwich.  He took it up 10 years 

ago, on his 50th birthday, following a challenge to lose his 

love handles.  “But you can’t have lost any weight, 

surely?” I ask, really not intending to make a personal 

remark, just because there is no mechanism I can see by 

which croquet could use calories. “I lost no weight,” he 

says equably. “I lost a lot of time.”  
 

Playing on the international circuit bites a few weeks out 

of each year, plus he is the national doubles champion in 

the UK, playing with a character I didn’t meet called 

Harry Dodge, who is 19 (eat that, Heathrow).  Beaudry is 

a minus one, even better than a scratch, but “your position 

and ranking is really important if you want to be selected. 

Since I’m Belgian, I’m always selected, because I’m the 

No 1. There aren’t any others!”  

 

 

 
I lost a lot of time’ ... 

Belgian No 1 Pierre 

Beaudry. 

 

 

Photograph: Christian 

Sinibaldi for the Guardian 

 

 

 
 

 

Sue Freathy, Penny Benge, 63, and Carolina Wilson, 80, 

are playing on the second lawn (the club has three, 

including one that drains really well, which means they 

can play in winter. This is a big thing in croquet). “It can 

be cruel, it can be tough, it can be all sorts of things,” says 

Wilson. Other unexpected words I heard were “evil”, 

“painful”, “devastating” and – of the Egyptians, who are 

one of the two or three best nations in the world – 

“lethal”.  The classic image of croquet as a friendly, posh, 

fussy thing, like dressing in black tie for no reason, bears 

no relation to this dog-eat-dog world. “If you went up to 

Yorkshire and told them it was a posh sport, they’d give 

you a piece of their mind!” Newton says.  

 

 

 

 
A dog-eat-dog world ... croquet.  

 

Photograph: Christian Sinibaldi for the 

Guardian 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  This article and the one on page 9 

(continued on p 17) were sent to me by Peter 

Montague of Killara club. 
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Once Wimbledon’s Foundation, Croquet 
Now Lives in Its Margins 
 
By BEN ROTHENBERG           JULY 5, 2015  

 
 

WIMBLEDON, England — World-class croquet lacks the 

surrealism of the Queen of Hearts game in Disney’s 

animated film “Alice in Wonderland,” as playing cards are 

replaced by rigid hoops often barely wide enough for a 

ball to pass through. What top-flight croquet does have, 

albeit less captivating, are talented players often reeling 

off perfect shot after perfect shot without much 

interruption. Though now synonymous with tennis, 

Wimbledon’s grass courts were born from croquet. 

 

One of the first sports that allowed men and women to 

play on equal terms, croquet surged in popularity in 

Victorian England, and in 1868 the All England Croquet 

Club was founded.  “Croquet began to take off, and it 

became quite popular among the more landed gentry,” 

said Chris Williams, the archivist for the Croquet 

Association, the sport’s governing body in England. “But 

it was never really a spectator sport. It was more a sport 

for playing.   Tennis effectively pushed croquet out.” 

 
  

If the game of mallets and hoops (often called wickets in 

the United States) was on its way out, the courts were here 

to stay. Croquet’s flat, closely shorn lawns proved perfect 

for the trendy new game of lawn tennis, and two tennis 

courts could fit into one croquet court (the current 

dimensions of tennis courts come in large part from the 

regulations for croquet play).  Nine years after it was 

founded, the All England Croquet Club held its first tennis 

championships, and the name was amended to the All 

England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club. Croquet was 

removed from the name within five years before being 

restored in 1899 to the name that endures today: the All 

England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, or the All 

England Club. 

 

In the early 1920s, the club moved one mile from its home 

near the Wimbledon train station to its current location, 

but croquet did not follow. Croquet was part of the club 

only in name until 1953, when the sport was reintroduced 

to commemorate the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. 

The lone croquet lawn was removed in 2007 to make way 

for the new No. 2 Court. A year later, three croquet courts 

were added to an adjacent property owned by the club. 

But tennis is still king here, particularly during 

Wimbledon, when the croquet lawns are converted to 

practice tennis courts. 

 

“We have a lot of tennis players practicing and doing a bit 

of physical aggression to our wonderful croquet lawns,” 

said Michael Hann, the honorary secretary of the club’s 

croquet section. “It was founded as a croquet club, but 

tennis is far more exciting. People dashing around and 

sweating, all this sort of stuff. We are a club which is 99.9 

percent lawn tennis and 0.1 percent croquet. But we still 

enjoy it.” 

 

Hann said most croquet players at the All England Club 

were former tennis enthusiasts like himself who were no 

longer able to actively play and found croquet to be 

physically less demanding. He said only about 25 of the 

roughly 350 Wimbledon members participated in croquet. 

 

“I’m sorry to tell you the section is not increasing by that 

much,” Hann, 77, said.  “We’re not all old fuddy-duddies; 

we have some younger people that play, but they have 

lives to lead and tennis to play.”  Croquet is similarly 

dwarfed across .England. According to a 2014 survey by 

Sport England, the number of people who played tennis at 

least once a month was 779,200, while the number 

playing croquet was 11,900/ 

 

The All England Club does not field croquet teams in 

larger interclub competitions, instead limiting itself to 

eight exhibitions a year — four away from the club while 

its lawns are being used for tennis, and four at home after 

the tennis world packs up and moves on. 

 

“It’s a pleasure to bring these people to the club and show 

them around,” Hann said. “We play in the morning, then 

we have lunch in the main clubhouse, and then we play in 

the afternoon, we have tea, and we all go home.” 

 

But croquet is not just a way to occupy time between 

lunch and tea. About six miles southwest of Wimbledon, 

the Surbiton Croquet Club is the site of this year’s British 

Open Championships, one of the world’s top croquet 

tournaments. The fifty participants (forty-eight men and 

two women) travelled from four continents to compete for 

honor, if not fame or fortune. 

 

Ben Rothman, 31, of Oakland, Calif., is the top-ranked 

player in the United States. He wore a stars-and-stripes 

ensemble on the Fourth of July, the first day of play, 

testing the all-white dress code that croquet maintains 

(albeit less rigidly than Wimbledon does). 
Contd p. 17 

Ben Rothman, the top American 

croquet player, during practice before 

the British Open Championships in 

Surbiton, England.  

 

Credit  Ben Rothenberg -The 

New York Times 

A drawing in an 1870 

edition of The Illustrated 

London News included 

plenty of croquet players 

at the All-England 

Croquet Club.  

 

Credit Hulton Archive, 
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Eastwood Croquet Club 80 Years Strong 
 

Members of Eastwood Croquet Club were joined on 

Saturday, 23rd May, by members of croquet clubs in the 

region and Ryde friends and supporters including The Hon. 

Victor Dominello MP, local Member for Ryde, to celebrate 

80 years of croquet, competition and fellowship at their 

picturesque heritage home on the corner of Eastwood Park.  
 

Games were followed by a presentation of the trophy to 

Margaret Foster and Peggy Paton, this year’s winners in the 

annual Ryde Sports Foundation Games, then a pictorial 

review of the history of the club from pre-1935 to the 

present day followed by afternoon tea, a strong tradition 

itself at Eastwood Croquet Club. A special  80th 

Anniversary Cake was created and this was jointly cut by 

two Past Presidents, Ruth Bridgwood and Joyce Lanyon, 

and 2015 President Pat Gilchrist.  
 

The Club is renowned not only for the beautiful period 

clubhouse and rose garden, which with the lawns, are the 

pride of members and of Ryde Council, but for its sporting 

achievements over many years, and the warm welcome 

extended to visitors.   

 

 

Happy guests 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Bridgwood, Pat Gilchrist & Joyce 

Lanyon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The magnificent cake! 

 

 

 

Lorraine Ewer 

Nowra News 
 

Nowra Wins South Coast Shield 
 

On the weekend, 22nd to 24th May, teams from Narooma, 

Canberra, Milton-Ulladulla and Nowra, contested both 

association and golf croquet.  Friday was cold and damp, 

whilst Saturday and Sunday enjoyed great autumn 

weather.  Association winners, were Tony Hall, Greg 

Diprose and Hilary White from Canberra and runners-up, 

"The others Team", consisted of Linda Nickels 

Queanbeyan, Jim Elston Milton-Ulladulla and Alex 

Nitsche Narooma.  Golf winners were Gail Williamson, 

Phil Pickard, Don Sawers and Bob Williamson, of the 

Nowra white team and runners up were Gerda Lambeck, 

Sorina Atkins, Adrienne Fazekas and Judy Tier of 

Canberra.  
 

The longest break in association was Graham Cullen and 

the best shot in golf was Phil Pickard, who ran 5 and 6 

hoops with one shot.  The Narooma club provided 

excellent  food with an official dinner held at the Dalmeny 

Bowling Club, where the competition was held. All 

players enjoyed the challenges and friendships made. 

 

 
Nowra white receiving South 

Coast shield with Ken Cole and 

Max Murray, founder of the 

Narooma Croquet Club 
 
 

Nowra wins Division 3 Pennants 
 

After progressing through the Southern Division 

competition, against Nowra (white) Jamberoo, 

Wollongong and Sutherland, the Nowra Red Team 

contested the State Finals at Tempe on the 18th June, 

2015.  On that day, Nowra Red was successful for a 

second year in winning the final against Mosman Blue 

winning 2 matches to 0 with rain cancelling the final 

match. The winning Nowra team consisted of Fay Marks, 

Val Pickard, Ann Worrall and Captain Keith Pointer. 

 

 

 

 
Nowra Red Team:  

 

Back row: Don Sewers, 

Keith Pointer, Dough 

Houssenlodge, Nick Russell 

Front row: Carol Williams, 

Val Pickard, Fay Marks, 

Ann Worrall 

 

 

 

Retired Police Enjoy Croquet 
 

Members of the South Coast Branch of the NSW Retired 

Police Association held their annual croquet day at the 

Nowra Croquet Club on Friday 24th July.  Although 

RPA  members were down due to others  travelling and 
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Nelson Bay Gala Day 
 

Nelson Bay Croquet Club celebrated its nineteenth birth-

day b holding a Gala Day. 
 

The first twelve years of our club was spent at Nelson Bay 

Bowling Club.  They kindly let us use one of their greens 

(not in use for bowls) to play croquet until Council could 

offer us an area to form our own lawns. 
 

We have just celebrated seven years at our new location.  

Council very generously created two full sized lawns for 

us and a temporary club house, for which we are very 

grateful. 
 

We were blessed with fantastic weather for our special 

day.  Twelve fun games were set up over the two lawns,  

Many of our members plus visitors from Maitland, To-

ronto, Mt Sugarloaf, and Newscastle National Park Clubs 

joined in the fun.  
 

After lunch and birthday cake, we set up the lawns for 

Golf Croquet and Ricochet—lots of fun and laughter.  The 

day ended with afternoon tea and more birthday cake (it 

was a big one) before all headed for home. 

Happy to say it was a very successful day. 
 

Happy!  Happy!  Birthday Nelson Bay Croquet Club. 

 

 
Two Special Members, Cyril 

Blowes (102yo) and Tommy 

Thompson (nearly 90), both mem-

bers since the club’s inception 

 

 

 

 

 
Margaret presents prize to Alan 

Lees 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Three happy participants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret-Rose Thompson 

commitments  those who attended, had a most enjoyable 

day of Golf Croquet with guidance from croquet club 

members.  As usual, the club supplied luncheon in the 

well appointed grounds for the visitors.  All players had a 

great time under perfect winter weather, with the 

visitors  commenting ":How soon can we come back 

again" 

 

 

 
Club member Val Pickard 

"jumps the queue " 

watched by Margaret 

Ford, Club Captain 

Margaret Sawers and Bill 

Ralph 

 

 

 

 
A small but happy group of 

RPA members 

 

 
 

Bob Williamson 

Publicity Office 
 

 
 

Ricochet is Breaking Out 
 

In the last week in July Margaret-Rose Thompson from 

the Nelson Bay Croquet Club drove with her husband to 

Bribie Island in Queensland specifically to work on and 

qualify as a Ricochet Referee and Ricochet Coach. 
 

Both the Referee and Coaching course and exams were 

conducted at Bribie Island CC with the help of  Bribie 

players and. Presenter and Examiner Lynda Davis 
 

Margaret- Rose achieved a 100% pass to be one of the 

few Ricochet Referees and Coaches in NSW. 
 

That is dedication to a sport that they both love, Margaret 

-Rose has been coaching players at her club in the art of 

Ricochet for 3 years and is hoping to introduce the game 

to more clubs, now as a qualified Ricochet Coach and 

eventually to have a pennants event in the region.  

 

Well done to all  

 

 

 

Margaret-Rose Thompson 

receiving her  

Ricochet Referee & 

Ricochet Coaches Badges  

from Examiner  

Lynda Davis  
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With only four players, all of whom were playing in the 

Women’s World Championship in July, the competition 

was structured as a double round robin, to be followed by 

a best-of-3 final and a best-of-3 playoff for third place.  

The aim was to give all four players some experience of 

best-of-3 play, the format which would apply throughout 

the World Championship. 

However, this plan was foiled when the finalists decided 

(one had a bad cold, and the day was freezing) to play a 

single game final, and the  other two players decided that 

they didn’t want to play a third place playoff at all!  So 

much for trying to create a format which gives players 

plenty of games and appropriate preparation for a bigger 

event. 

Alison Sharpe, having been undefeated in her 6 round 

robin games, was defeated in the final by Rosemary 

Landrebe, 26-5. 

David Stanton 

Tournament Manager 

 

 

CNSW OPEN DOUBLES  

26-27 June 2015 

 

Whilst the number of Doubles pairs was disappointing – 

their enthusiasm, commitment and desire to do well 

wasn’t.  They were all ready to challenge for Doubles 

supremacy.  Initially the date for this event was timetabled 

to allow practice for the GC Interstate Team, ready for 

September in Tasmania.  But, for a few different reasons, 

this did not happen. 
 

But, back to the Magnificent Five. After two days in a 

Double Round Robin format the final results were close. 

All pairs enjoyed the challenge of the Double Round 

Robin where, in our format, in the second round, the 

winners of the toss on Day 1 were deemed to have lost the 

toss on Day 2.  It was also interesting to analyse the effect 

of having a bye, especially a long bye, on their next round 

of play. 
 

Thanks to the Referees over the two days – Bev Smith, 

Wendy Fothergill and Ingrid Cohen. Your dedication is 

appreciated by all. 
 

 

The Winners were the Maitland team, John Compton and 

Peter Smith – with 7 wins out of 8 matches, with the ever-

improving Sydney team of Goffredo Giacomini and Jack 

Cohen in hot pursuit with 6 wins. 
 

Congratulations to all players. CNSW appreciates your 

interest in CNSW GC Events.  Maybe next year there will 

be more teams entered in the event 

 

Robyn Compton 

Tournament Manager 

NSW AC HANDICAP 

(Beryl Chambers Trophy) 

30 May—2 June 2015 

 

 The entrants for this event were:  

 Gerard Barry, Charles Britton, Gareth 

 Denyer, Steve Miles and John Read. 

 

Congratulations to Gareth (winner) and Steve (Runner-

up).  There was no written report 

 

 

 

GC ACA BRONZE MEDAL 

12-14 June 2015 

 

This event was played at Tempe from Friday 12 to Sunday 

14 June, and was played as a double round robin in a 

single block of 10 players.  Each player won at least 5 

games, and each player lost at least 5 games, in a 

competition which produced several upsets. 
 

With one round left to play, Peter Landrebe and John 

Levick had each had 12 wins from their 17 games, while 

Peter Smith (11 wins) was about to play Steve Harden (9 

wins).  Peter Landrebe went away to a 6-2 lead over John, 

but John stuck to his guns to emerge a 7-6 victor, and to 

earn the right to represent NSW in the ACA Gold Medal 

events in Launceston in September. 
 

Thanks to Bev Smith (Tournament Referee) and Wendy 

Fothergill for a sterling effort refereeing 90 games over 

the three days. 

 

Congratulations to John and best wishes for success in the 

Gold Medal event. 
 

David Stanton 

Tournament Manager 

PS:  As one of the refs, I want to say how much I enjoyed watching the 

many games involved in this event over the three days.  Whilst absolutely 

exhausted at the end (and I was not playing!) there was some terrific 
play that was a joy to see.     (Wemdy Fothergill) 

 

 

NSW Open Women’s Singles 

Championship  
 

This tournament was played at Tempe between Friday 19 

and Sunday 21 June.  The date was changed from the 

originally scheduled dates of 20-22 June to accommodate 

entries from two Victorian players, and to allow Alison 

Sharpe to take part before departing for England to play in 

the WCF Women’s World Championship.  Unfortunately 

the change of date meant that Barb Piggott was unable to 

play because of commitments to a carnival in Urunga. 
 

It is disappointing that only two NSW women were 

prepared to take part.  However, there is quite a gulf 

between the top 4 women in NSW and the next group of 

players, and one can understand that there is a limit to 

how many times this next group of players want to be as 

lambs to the slaughter. 
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      DIVISION 1  

 

Under glorious sunny skies our six (6) teams – Killara, 

Nowra, Maitland, Cammeray, Sydney and Sutherland – 

competed for the 2015 title over 3 ½ days of play. 
 

As expected, competition was fierce, games were 

challenging and play was interesting as were the match 

results.  Several players experienced their first foray into 

Division 1 Pennants and are keen to be part of the 2016 

competition.  Two players moved up the ladder with 

regard to handicap – Jack Cohen and Peter Montague. 

Well done and congratulations! 
 

Special thanks were expressed by the players for a very 

positive croquet carnival and especially to our team of 

volunteer referees (Bev Smith, Ingrid Cohen, Wendy 

Fothergill, Lynda Toms, Lorraine Hatfield, Peter Smith, 

John Compton and myself). The players appreciate having 

keen, interested referees to oversee their matches. 
 

At 5pm on Thursday 28 May, when play stopped, the final 

positions were decided.  Two teams had 4 wins but on 

both Total and Nett matches, games and hoops the 

Winners for 2015 were the foursome from Maitland with 

Killara taking second place. 
 

Maitland has now been victorious each year from 2008, 

apart from 2014 where they were Runner Up to Canberra. 
 

Congratulations to all teams! 
 

 

 DIVISION 2 

 

Twelve (12) Division 2 GC Teams took on the challenge 

of Golf Croquet Pennants for 2015.  There were three (3) 

geographical regions – Northern, Metropolitan and 

Southern.  After all the lead up matches had been played 

the three teams to contest the Finals Series were Maitland, 

Mosman and Nowra. The fourth team brought into the 

contest was Sutherland, as both Nowra and Sutherland 

had won equal number of matches in a tight contest. 
 

So, on Thursday 11 June, the four teams went into the 

draw for Semi Final positions.  The Semi Finals were: 

Nowra vs Maitland, and Sutherland vs Mosman.  The 

Nowra team (Pat Poynter, Phil Pickard, David Turvey and 

Wayne Worrall) played against Maitland (Ron King, Rob 

Armstrong, Rod Dillon and Cathy Hurst).  
 

Maitland won 2 Matches to 1; 4 Games all; 46 Hoops to 

45.  In the other match the Sutherland team (Marie 

McMullen, Lorraine Hatfield, John Cole and Lynda 

Toms) played against the Mosman team ( Lyn Day, Rob 

Wright, Michael Morton-Evans and Richard Westgarth). 

Mosman won 2 Matches to 1; 4 Games to 3; 34 Hoops to 

36. 
 

The Final between Maitland and Mosman – using their 

same teams – went to the wire, with the Doubles match 

determining the Winning team. 
 

The Winners were Maitland (2 Matches to 1; 4 Games to 

3; 39 Hoops each). 
 

A very interesting day’s play was enjoyed by all, 

including the spectators who stayed for the whole 

afternoon’s play.  Thanks go to the Referees – Bev Smith, 

Wendy Fothergill, Margaret Sawers, Peter Smith, John 

Compton and Robyn Compton. Your work and 

involvement is always appreciated. 
 

Congratulations Maitland on your win!!  

Commiserations to Mosman, Nowra and Sutherland. 

Thanks for playing so well in the Rounds and especially in 

the Finals Series. 
 

 

DIVISION 3 
 

 
 

This year for Division 3 Golf Croquet Pennants , twenty 

teams entered for the competition – although due to 

unforeseen problems two teams had to pull out.  Once 

again there were three (3) geographical regions – 

Southern, Metropolitan and Northern. 
 

After the Match rounds the three teams heading to the 

Finals Series were Nowra Red, Mosman Blue and 

Maitland.  They were joined by Mosman White who were 

equal on wins with their Mosman Blue counterparts. 

The Finals Series was held on Thursday 18 June where the 

weather was fine until the last games of the Final where 

both the players and referees headed off to don their wet 

weather gear. 
 

In the Semi Finals: Nowra Red defeated Mosman White 

(2 Matches to 0, 5  Games to 2, 41 Hoops to 34), whilst in 

the other Mosman Blue defeated Maitland (2 Matches to 

1, 4 Games all, 44 Hoops to 43). 
 

After a short lunchbreak, the Final was played between 

Nowra Red (Fay Marks, Val Pickard, Keith Poynter and 

Ann Worrall) and Mosman Blue (David Snedden, Ray 

Barratt, Tim Stafford and John Owen). 
 

The Winners were Nowra Red (2 Matches to 0, 5 Games 

to 1; 39 Hoops to 29).  The other Match was 1 game each, 

1 hoop each, when the heavy rain hit, and, given that the 

result had already been determined, we stopped play. 
 

Congratulations to all Division 3 teams for the way in 

which they played the Rounds, the Semi Finals and the 

Final.  Congratulations go, once again, to Nowra Red and 

also to Mosman Blue. 
 

Thanks again to the Referees – Bev Smith, Margaret 

Sawers, Peter Smith, John Compton and Robyn Compton.  

Another successful day’s effort at Croquet NSW 

Headquarters. 
 

Best wishes to all Clubs and we hope you will be back in 

2016. for each of the divisions. 
 

Robyn Compton 

CNSW GC Pennants Coordinator 

CNSW Pennants  
2013 

GOLF CROQUET 

PENNANTS 

2015 
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NSW AC Open Mens Singles 

22—24 May 
 

The results of this event came though rather late and 

unfortunately there was no report on the competition. 

There were twelve contestants:  John Bartrop, Trevor 

Bassett, Gareth Denyer, David Hanbidge, Alan Honey, 

Stephen Howes, Mike Hughes, Chris Lavina, John 

Levick, Tim Murphy,  Stephen Richards, Alan Walsh.   

Initially the players were divided into three blocks of 4 

and then in two blocks of two. 

The final was a contest between Trevor Bassett and Alan 

Walsh with Trevor ultimate winner. 

Mike Hughes came in third, and Alan Honey fourth. 

The Plate was won by John Bartrop, with Gareth Denyer 

runner-up. 

 

 

AC Gold Doubles 

 14 May 

Another late report of results. 

The entrants for the AC Gold Doubles were Michael Mills 

& Sue Nichols, David Stanton & Pat Nosworthy, Ron 

Humpherson & Warren Porter and Greg Deakin & Ron 

Buist. 

Winners:  David & Pat 

Runners-up:  Michael & Sue 

 

 

 

 

AC Champion of Champions 
 

 

Ten clubs were represented in this event including a 

number from the country and some new faces.  The full 

list was:  Alan Walsh (Cammeray), Stephen Richards 

(Canberra), Robert Elliot (Coogee), Ted Salter (Hunters 

Hill), John Bartrop (Killara), Gareth Denyer 

(Marrickville), John Levick (Newcastle NP), David 

Hanbidge (Nowra), Ted Griffin (Royal Sydney Golf 

Club) and Jim Nicholls (Wagga Wagga),  
 

The lawns were fast and quadway hoops were used and 

these two factors tested the ability and sometimes the 

patience of all competitors. 
 

The event was won by Alan Walsh from Cammeray 

who went through undefeated.  The runner up was 

Stephen Richards from Canberra in a count back from 

Jim Nichols from Wagga Wagga.  
 

The new players performed well and everyone enjoyed 

playing in the good weather that was provided. 

 

John  Eddes 

 

 

   

 

VISIT THE CNSW   

WEB SITE @ 
http://www.croquet-nsw.org 

Bronze Brooch 2015 

1-3 August 

 

On the 24th July it looked like the Bronze Brooch would 

not be contested this year.  David Stanton sent an email to 

all the possible entrants to confirm they hadn’t forgotten 

to enter. At this time there was one entry in the event. 

Over the next few days there was a flurry of emails and 

David was able to find a field of eight for the event by 

moving the event to start on the Saturday, thus 

accommodating those players with work commitments. 
 

On Saturday 1st August 2 Blocks of 4 took to the field to 

play a single round robin event. At the end of the Block 

Rounds the winner of each Block played the 2nd place 

from the other block. 
 

Unfortunately Peg Jones had a fall on the way home on 

Saturday and withdrew from the event on Sunday. I do 

hope Peg has recovered, she was going to be celebrating 

her 92nd  birthday with us at Tempe on Sunday.  Happy 

Birthday Peg. 
 

Block A was a very tight battle with 3 of the 4 contestants 

each having 1 win. The positions were decided on net 

hoops.  

1st - Margaret O’Brien 1 Win 10 Net Hoops,   

2nd – Roberta Flint 1 Win 4 Net Hoops  
 

Tony McArthur was successful in Block B , winning 3 

games, Bernie Gibson was 2nd with 2 wins. 
 

The semi-finals saw Margaret O’Brien vs Bernie Gibson  

and Roberta Flint vs Tony McArthur 

The results of the semis were 

Bernie Gibson   16 

Margaret O’Brien   10 
 

Tony McArthur  20 

Robert Flint   12 
 

The finals saw a re-match of the first game of the event 

with Bernie Gibson battling Tony McArthur 
 

The results of the semis were 

Tony McArthur  26 

Bernie Gibson   14 
 

A huge thank to David Stanton, John Eddes, David 

Gibson, Heather Smallbone in assisting in the organisation 

and management of the event, also a big thank you to 

Brian, Roberta, Peg, Margaret, Gerard, Charles, Bernie 

and Tony for competing and making the event so 

enjoyable. 
 

A wonderful few days of good company and enjoyable 

croquet, thank you to everyone who participated. 

I love this game !!! 

 

Tony McArthur 
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Association Pennants 

competitions were held 

in Bronze, Silver, Gold 

and Premier divisions, 

with almost all teams 

r e p r e s e n t i n g 

metropolitan clubs.  

Maitland entered teams in the Silver and Gold divisions, 

and was the driving force behind a Hunter Region team in 

the Premier division. 
 

Bronze 

Six teams entered the Bronze competition, two teams 

from Cammeray and one each from Chatswood, Killara, 

Mosman and Strathfield.  The competition was very close, 

with four teams winning three matches and losing two.  

Strathfield emerged victorious with 10 games won, just 

ahead of Cammeray’s second team with 9 wins.  

Cammeray’s first team, with 8 wins, are still feeling the 

pain of having lost 3-0 to Cammeray 2 in the first round. 
 

Silver 

Six teams entered the Silver competition, from 

Cammeray, Chatswood, Maitland, Manly and Mosman.  

Unfortunately, Maitland withdrew their team after the 

draw was done, not wanting to travel to Sydney three 

times.  Strathfield withdrew their team after two rounds 

had been played because they found they could no longer 

field a team.  The competition was then restructured as a 

double round robin, with Mosman emerging as the winner 

winning four matches and losing two.  Cammeray and 

ASSOCUATION 

CROQUET 

PENNANTS 

2015 

Manly each had three wins and three losses, with Manly 

finishing as runners-up with 11 games won. 
 

Gold 

Only two teams entered the Gold division, Cammeray and 

Maitland.  It was decided that two matches would be 

played, one at Maitland and one at Cammeray, and that a 

final would be held if the two teams were equal on 

matches won and games won.  Cammeray travelled to 

Maitland and were beaten three games to nil, after which 

Maitland travelled to Cammeray, where Cammeray 

returned the favour, winning 3-0.  The stage was set for a 

final, which got under way at Tempe on Thursday 16 July.  

After about 30 minutes play the heavens opened 

accompanied by thunder and lightning.  We took shelter in 

the clubhouse and watched the lawns flood.  It was clear 

that lawn 1 was not going to be playable for some time, so 

the games were pegged down to be resumed on Tuesday 

11 August.  Unfortunately, Peter Smith, the Maitland 

captain, was ill in bed that day, so the final has yet to be 

resumed.  Hopefully we will have details for the next 

newsletter. 
 

Premier 

The Premier division plays a different format to the other 

divisions, with two games of doubles followed by eight 

games of singles.  A Hunter Region team was formed with 

one player from each of Maitland, Newcastle National 

Park, Royal Sydney Golf Club and Tamworth – a liberal 

interpretation of Hunter Region!  They played a strong 

Cammeray team, who ran out winners by 7 games to 3.  

Bronze  

Pennants 

Matches Games Hoops 

Won Lost Won Lost For Against Net 

Strathfield 3 2 10 5 174 165 9 

Cammeray 2 3 2 9 6 178 162 16 

Cammeray 1 3 2 8 7 156 157 -1 

Killara 3 2 7 8 173 178 -5 

Chatswood 2 3 5 10 141 159 -18 

Mosman 1 4 6 9 149 150 -1 

Gold  

Pennants** 

Matches Games Hoops 

Wins 
Losse

s 
Wins Losses For Against Net 

Cammeray 1 1 3 3 117 75 42 

Maitland 1 1 3 3 75 117 -42 

Silver 

Pennants 

Matches Games Hoops 

Won Lost Won For For Against Net 

Mosman 4 2 10 8 260 264 -4 

Manly 3 3 11 7 258 235 23 

Cammeray 3 3 8 10 285 228 57 

Chatswood 2 4 7 11 199 275 -76 

Premier 

Pennants 

Matches Games Hoops 

Won Lost Won Lost For Against Net 

Cammeray 1 0 7 3 199 126 73 

Hunter 0 1 3 7 126 199 -73 

  

 

David Stanton 

CNSW AC Pennants Coordinator 

** This division not completed as yet 
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A Response from  

Nelson Bay  

 

 

Ricochet is a great Game.  So I ask the same question. 

WHY doesn't CNSW support it??? 

 

We have fifteen members who play ricochet each week, 

all graduated from Golf croquet, looking for a game that 

makes them think more (tactics etc)  - five of these 

members also play association. 

 

We are hoping to involve more clubs in the Hunter region 

and beyond to take up the game.  We can challenge each 

other, or better still, conduct friendship days.  We have 

already exchanged venues with Toronto Croquet Club. 

Both visits were very enjoyable.  In September we visit 

the Gloucester C/C to join them for a game or two. 

 

Any club that is interested in learning this great game, I 

am happy to conduct a workshop to get you started. 

 

So, come on Croquet NSW, let’s have some 

encouragement.    You did it for Gateball! 

 

 

Margaret Thompson 

Nelson Bay Croquet Club 

Ricochet Referee & Coach 

 

 

 

 

Valé  
 

In any club, there are always 

some members who stand out for 

the contribution they have made.  

One of those in our club (Blue 

Mountains) was Michael Lyle, 

who passed away on 11th March.  

Not only did he hold the positions 

of President and Vice-President a 

number of times over the years, 

but was also a role model to us 

all, always charming, always thoughtful, always 

encouraging and welcoming to new members.  He 

was a quiet man, yet one who always stood up for his 

principles and was a feisty supporter of the club in 

times of trouble.  When issues arose, he would go 

away and think about things and then quietly come 

up with creative ideas. He loved the club and worked 

tirelessly to promote it and keep it going through the 

good years and the bad. 
 

Michael saw opportunities in the full range of mallet 

sports and did what he could to ensure our club 

broadened its repertoire, so that it could keep moving 

with the times.  As well as being a regular Golf 

Croquet player, he was happy to join a Gateball team 

when needed and quite recently introduced members 

to the game of Ricochet.  
 

Michael’s wife of many years, Pat, a keen Gateballer, 

continues to be an active member of the club.   

Vale Mike. 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we note the passing of 

Bob Kyrwood on Saturday 20th June.   
 

Bob was a long serving, hard working and popular 

member of Toronto Croquet club, and he was much 

admired as a tough competitor when visiting other 

clubs.  Bob was awarded life membership at Toronto 

in recognition of his efforts with our lawns. 
 

Bob and his late wife Nettie will be remembered with 

great affection by the many croquet players who 

enjoyed his cheerful company and his croquet skills. 

 
 

 

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of 

these two members. 
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Contd from p. 9 

 

Rothman said a croquet publication once listed him as the 

world’s leader in prize money won; he had earned $4,500. 

But he has found rare full-time work in the sport as a 

croquet pro at the Mission Hills Country Club near Palm 

Springs, Calif., during the six cooler months of the year, 

the peak season for the desert resort. An easy explanation 

of what he does for a living proves elusive. 

 

“Most people wonder if that’s a thing, if you can actually 

be a professional croquet player,” said Rothman, who first 

picked up the sport at his uncle’s home in Bar Harbor, 

Me. “The introduction to it is usually I have to see if 

people have ever played backyard croquet, and sometimes 

people are familiar because they play on the Fourth of 

July or Memorial Day with their family, and dust off their 

old croquet set in the garage. And if they’re not familiar 

with that, then I have to ask if they’ve ever seen ‘Alice in 

Wonderland’ and go over that description, explaining that 

we don’t use flamingos or hedgehogs.” 

 

Rothman said he thought there could be a TV audience for 

croquet if it were packaged properly.  “You could edit it 

creatively, with good commentary, to actually make 

something very watchable,” he said. “Like the World 

Series of Poker, where 20 hours of poker has them throw 

away the 19 ½ hours of folded hands.” 

 

While the appeal of the game in its Victorian origins and 

in its backyard varieties has long involved its playful 

social aspects, the elite levels of the game can verge 

toward tedious. Excellent, steady croquet is often devoid 

of the more difficult, breathtaking shots necessitated by 

less proficient play. 

 

Doug Grimsley, 65, a retired furniture salesman from 

Vienna, Va., who is also participating in the British Open, 

was once reminded of this in backhanded fashion by 

Robert Fulford, a Briton whom Grimsley called the Babe 

Ruth of croquet. 

 

“Robert Fulford told me I was a much more exciting 

player than he was,” Grimsley said. “And it wasn’t a 

compliment.”The 2015 WCF Women's Association 

Croquet World 

Championship, was 

hosted byThe Croquet  

WCF Women’s AC World 
Championship  2015 

Nottingham Club was the venue  

for this Tournament held from 25th 

July to 1st August, 2015.  

Australia had eleven participants in this event, with two 

from New South Wales – Alison Sharpe and Rosemary 

Landrebe. 
 

Congratulations to Alison who reached  the semi-finals, 

but was beaten there by the ultimate winner, Miranda 

Chapman from England.  
 

Rosemary reached the round of 16, and then reached the 

quarter final of the Bowl. 
 

Wendy Dickson from Victoria was the winner of the 

Plate.  The runner-up for this section was  another 

Australian, Elaine Coverdale.  Both Wendy and Elaine 

belong to Essendon Croquet Club. 
 

 

M i r a n d a 

Chapman. World 

C h a m p i o n 

A s s o c i a t i o n 

Croquet 

 
 

More details can be found on the WCF website. 

 

GC Trans-Tasman Tournament 2015 
 

Over six days commencing Monday 30 November, 

Australia will be competing against New Zealand for the 

inaugural Golf Croquet Trans-Tasman Trophy in Nelson, 

New Zealand.   Croquet Australia is delighted to announce 

the members of the team that will be pitting their skills 

and prowess against the Kiwis to bring home the 

silverware! 
 

Peter Landrebe (NSW) Captain  

Kevin Beard (VIC)  

Chris McWhirter (WA)  

John van der Touw (VIC) 
 

Anne Quinn (VIC) Deputy Captain  

Wendy Dickson (VIC)  

Rosemary Landrebe (NSW)  

Alison Sharpe (NSW) 
 

Reserves – Lester Hughes (VIC) and Fleur Brockway 

(WA)  

Manager – John Compton  

Good luck to all players! 

A croquet display at the 

Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 

Museum. 

 

 Credit : Ben Rothenberg/

The New York Times  
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 CNSW ACCOMODATION GUIDE 2015 

  for players/officials visiting CNSW HQ Tempe 

 

Croquet NSW has collated this information to inform members of a range of accommodation options available 

 when visiting Tempe.   It will be published on the website. 

 

CNSW makes no recommendations in relation to any of these options and inclusion in the guide does not constitute 

endorsement  by CNSW.  

 

All public transport options estimated using Transport NSW trip planner http://www.transportnsw.info 

Car journey estimates are from http://www.whereis.com/ 

 

Cambridge Lodge Stanmore 

http://www.cambridgelodge.com.au/our-lodge/ 

Located in Cambridge St, Stanmore the lodge is only 4 km’s from the of the Sydney business and 

shopping district. Cambridge Lodge is also ideally situated close to restaurants and cafes. Stanmore 

Railway Station is only 150 meters from the front door. 

 

 Singles – From $79 per night\ 

 Twin/Double – From $89 per night 

 ALL include Continental /Light Breakfast 

 Also have weekly specials 

 

It is less than 5km/10 minutes by car to Tempe or a short walk to Stanmore Station and 20 minutes by train to Tempe. 

 

 

Park & Glamp in Glebe, Sydney - https://www.youcamp.com 

 

If you like camping but also like convenience, quirk and comfort you might like this 1965 vintage caravan nestled in a quiet 

backyard in inner city Glebe. 

See her in all her glory straight out of the workshop in this youtube video:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ5pYQk7S2Q 

From $65/night. 

Glebe is 8km/15 minutes from Tempe by car or 40 minutes by public transport (bus to central and train to Tempe). 

For contact with the owner and to receive precise location details use the website https://www.youcamp.com/properties/305 

 

Sheralee Tourist Caravan Park   http://www.sheraleetouristcaravanpark.com.au 

The Sheralee Tourist Caravan Park offers a variety of camping options:   

 Powered Tourist Sites from $40/day ($240/week) 
 Tent & Un-powered Sites from $35/day ($210/week) 

 

 

The Sheralee Tourist Caravan Park offers all their guests kitchen & laundry facilities, BBQ Areas, TV room with internet 

available (internet site is currently being up-graded) & dump point in a relaxed friendly environment. It is also pet friendly. 

The park is in close walking distance to Public Transport with a local bus stop a block away & Rockdale Train Station a short easy 

walk 10-15 min from the park which provides a 20 min train ride to Sydney.  

It is only a 10 min drive to Sydney Airport and Mackey Park Tempe (CNSW  HQ ) or less that 30 minutes by public transport to 

Tempe. 
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Lane Cove River Tourist Park - caravan park 

Lane Cove National Park is one of the easiest parks to get to: it’s only 11km from the heart of the city and is easily accessible by 

public transport. It is 23 km from Tempe (easy road access via motorways) which is the best transport option to CNSW HQ. 

Details for the range of options and rates as well as directions on how to get there from the north and south can be found on the 

website: 

http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/lane-cove-national-park/lane-cove-river-tourist-park/camping 

For booking enquiries, please email lccp@environment.nsw.gov.au  

 

 
Airport Hotel Sydney - http://www.airporthotelsydney.com.au/ 

Airport Hotel Sydney is a completely refurbished hotel offering comfortable, 3 1/2 star (self-rated), and affordable restaurant 

facilities in Arncliffe, just 1.8km from the International Airport, 4.8km to the Domestic Airport.  

At 185 Princes Highway, corner of Forest Road, Arncliffe it is less than 5 minutes by car to Tempe or less than 15 minutes by 

public transport.  

Rates from $75/night 

Phone: (02) 9567 8910 

 

 

Ibis budget St Peters - http://www.accorhotels.com 

ibis budget St Peters is located hotel in Sydney's inner west is just 15 minutes from Sydney Airport, City centre, St Georges 

hospital, RPA hospital, Seymour Centre, Enmore Theatre, Sydney University and walking distance to King Street Newtown. 

Airport Shuttle transfers are available at an additional cost, contact the hotel prior to your stay to arrange this service. 

At 178 Princes Highway, St Peters it is also less than 5 minutes by car to Tempe or less than 20 minutes by public transport.  

Rates from $89/night – ask for CNSW rate when you are booking! 

 Phone: (02) 95190685 

 

 

Marco Polo Motor Inn - http://www.marcopolosydney.com.au/ 

A 3 1/2 star Sydney budget is located near Summer Hill train station and Taverners Hill light rail stations, restaurants, 

supermarkets and more. It provides free secure undercover parking. 

At 42 Parramatta Road, Summer Hill, it is less than 6km/15 minutes by car to Tempe which is the best transport option with 

trains taking around 40 minutes.  

Rates from $100/night 

Phone: (02) 9037 9888 

 

Airbnb - https://www.airbnb.com.au/ 

Founded in August of 2008 and based in San Francisco, California, Airbnb is a community marketplace for people to list, 

discover, and book accommodation around the world — online or from a mobile phone. Airbnb has a range of options from 

single rooms to full apartments at reasonable costs. A number of CNSW members have used Airbnb when staying in Sydney. 

 

Contact the CNSW Office for feedback from members re local properties that have been used. 

 

 
Disclaimer: CNSW makes no recommendations in relation to any of these options and inclusion in the guide does not constitute 

endorsement.  

The information in the Guide is current as at August 2015. 

Should any person have suggestions for additions/changes to the guide please email to Roberta at mvcroquet@gmail.com 
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Macquarie City  
4th Golf Croquet Tournament 

 

Macquarie City conducted another successful Annual 

Winter Tournament on 1st to 3rd July at our courts at 

Pelican.  Once again our local member Jill Hall kindly 

opened our Tournament for the fourth year and we had 

three lovely days with very crisp mornings. 
 

We hosted thirty-six players from eleven clubs as far as 

Wollongong, Myall Park, Branxton, Forster, South West 

Rocks, Urunga, Woolgoolga and four local clubs. There 

were 45 Double and 90 Single games over three days all 

level play.  Spectators witnessed some first class play and 

close matches during the days. 
 

Doubles Winners:   

Block A:   Barb Piggott & Bernie McAlary. 

Block B:   Maureen Trevenar & Don Rankin. 

Block C:   Chris Ogilvie & Maureen Dick. 

Singles Winners: 

Block A:   Barb Piggott 

Runner-up: Graham Innocent. 

Block B : Shirley Page 

Runner-up: Mary Greig. 

Block C: Jan Sullivan 

Runner-up: Ron Bell. 

Block D: Don Rankin 

Runner-up: Sandra Jones. 

Block E: Helen Haines 

Runner-up: Glenda Yardy. 

Block F: Diana Knox. 

Runner-up: Elizabeth Woods. 
 

On Thursday 2nd we had a very enjoyable and sociable 

dinner at the Pelican RSL Club , our main sponsor. 
 

We could not have managed without our six non-playing 

referees who had all travelled distances, also helped by 

our playing referees, and organised by Barb Piggott our 

Tournament Referee. Thanks Barb and to all our referees.  

Many thanks to all the helpers from our club who worked 

tirelessly at the tasks, also the marvellous cooking and last 

but not least the players who supplied wonderful friendly 

games to make this Tournament a success 

 

HAPPY  

CROQUETING! 

 

 
 

 

 

Jan Ingham 

Tournament 

Sawtell’s 
Golf 

Croquet 
Carnival 

 

The shortest days of the year was the timing for Sawtell’s 

annual Golf Croquet Carnival, however “sunny Sawtell” 

lived up to its name.  The mornings were chilly and the 

days warm and sunny except for Friday morning’s shower 

of rain - we can’t get away without at least one shower 

during our carnival.   
 

A field of forty players included players from Queensland 

and Victoria as well as Myall Park, Woolgoolga, Nelson 

Bay, Killara, Port Macquarie, Urunga, South West Rocks, 

Forster, Taree, Toronto, Young, and National Park.  30 

games of doubles and 180 games of singles were played 

over the five days. The doubles was five blocks of four 

teams designed as a fun thing and a chance to get to know 

other players.   The singles saw four blocks of ten players.  

The only player to win all his singles games was local 

Tom Maginnity – Tom filled in for a late withdrawal due 

to illness. 
 

WINNERS  

Block A:  Tom Maginnity  

Runner up:  Barrie Carter 

Block B: Lloyd Peake    

Runner up:  John Mitchell 

Block C: Ted Lyng   

Runner up:  Gary Saxton 

Block D: Pat McIllhatton  

Runner up:  Jenny Burgess 
 

Some of these players were playing in their first carnival, 

a good sign for croquet in general. 
 

Sawtell with around 100 members is one of the larger 

regional clubs in NSW – but we have only two courts.  

Over the last year or two we have been fund raising and 

working towards approval for a third court.  At the end of 

the carnival President Derek Burrows was pleased to 

announce that the club has received a very generous 

sponsorship from two of our members towards 

construction of court 3.  This means that construction can 

commence at the beginning of 2016.  Exciting times for 

Sawtell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jenny Arnold 

Tournament Manager 

Tom Maginnity – Winner Block A 
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