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There is considerable strength in numbers and, no matter 
what one’s personal opinion of other members of the 
team, for the lead up to the tournament and during play 
itself the other seven members of the team are one’s 
closest friends.  The fact that NSW team members get on 
so well with each other anyway is one of the deciding 
factors in our successes. 
Being a seeded round robin, the winner of the Cup from 
the previous year plays the other states in ascending order. 
NSW were (really, really close) runners up last year and 
our opponents were WA, Tasmania, Qld, SA and finally, 
on the last day, Victoria.  Fortunately, we had good 
weather with little rain and dew.  Even dew on the lawns 
can make play at this level difficult because slow lawns 
make the shots required almost impossible.  Certainly for 
some of the less robust players physical injury can result 
from having to thump 2 balls across a slow lawn. 
NSW had comfortable wins on day 1 and 2, 14 – 6 and 17 
-3.  Day 3 against Qld was the most astonishing of days.  
It was our first day at RSGC, the sun was shining and I 
don’t know about the others but I felt like we were kings 
and queens in our own domain.  We thrashed Qld 20 – nil, 
a result I believe we have never previously achieved.  This 
gave us lots of oomph for SA the following day whom we 
beat 16 – 4. 
The last day of competition is generally known in advance 
to be the “final” as, given the seeded draw, it is usually 
played between the two strongest states.  Victoria is often 
thought of as “the dream team” because their men’s team 
contains 3 of the top 5 ranked players in Australia.  NSW 
men have 2 players in the top 10. NSW however, has 4 
women in the top 5 women’s rankings in Australia.  

.  
 

Alison Sharp proudly shows off her 
Trophy after winning the  Women’s  Title 
 
 
 
 

…..Eire Cup Report contd on p. 3 

For Australian croquet players the Eire Cup is one of life’s 
absolutes – towards the end of March each year eight 
players from each of six states collect for a five day round 
robin, three games per day. Each player plays one mixed 
doubles and two (reverse) singles on each day of the 
tournament, i.e. each team plays 4 doubles games and 16 
singles games a day. Each year it is preceded by a warm-
up tournament, the four day Men’s/Women’s Opens. 
That’s a lot of gruelling croquet – and nine days of annual 
holiday or unpaid leave for many players – but it is also 
the highlight of the AC calendar and players would 
scratch each other’s eyes out for team selection. 
The competition rotates around the states and this year, 
18th to 22nd March, it was NSW’s turn. The event was held 
over three venues:- Mosman Croquet Club (4 lawns), 
RSGC (4 lawns) and a “split” venue, Chatswood and 
Killara (2 lawns each).  The draw is carefully arranged so 
that no state plays at a venue on two consecutive days. 
Having a split venue dents the experience of the day.  The 
men play at one venue and the women at the other. 
However, as each day begins with 4 games of mixed 
doubles, there is the logistical problem of transporting two 
men and two women back to the “other” venue.  This is 
quite easily achieved, usually thanks to the fleet of willing 
volunteers overflowing from each club, but what is more 
difficult to preserve is the enthusiasm and support each 
player (in varying degree) derives from “The Team”. 



 

 

From the President 
 

 
Hi all and welcome to the June newsletter. 

We have had a very busy few months. We 

have some interesting times ahead.  

 

I am particularly keen about the proposed Constitution 

change.  I hope you are all as enthusiastic as I am about 

the changes being put to the council. 

 

Steve Thornton has been visiting a number of clubs and 

discussing the plans for the changes to the Constitution 

and the new look board structure if the constitution  is 

adopted.  Steve has been receiving very positive responses 

from the clubs he has visited so far. 

  

The Executive would like to congratulate the entire Eire 

Cup Team in their recent success in winning back the Eire 

Cup. During this period the Australian Women’s 

Association event was also contested. Congratulations to 

Alison Sharpe (Winner) and Alix Verge (Runner-Up). 

 

You may also have heard of the “Discovery Day” held at 

Glebe Island.  Croquet NSW was allocated an area of 20 

metres x 5 metres.  The organisation also arranged 

artificial turf and a method to place our hoops under the 

turf.  This was a very successful day and we had a number 

of people who have since been to a ‘Come and Try’ day at 

Marrickville Club.  There was even one child who was 

interested in getting involved with the Schools 

Championships.  It is great to see Croquet getting noticed 

in the wider community. 

 

Further publicity has been a Radio Interview by Steve 

Thornton on 702 ABC on Saturday 9 May.  There has also 

been an article in the Telegraph Best Weekend on the 

same Saturday (see photo for the cover below). 

 

Keep the participation levels up and I look forward to 

seeing you on the lawns. 

 

I love this game ! 

 

Tony McArthur 
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From the Editor 
  

 

There has been quite a rush to get this issue of 

the Newsletter to the Printer as the Council 

Meeting was brought forward one week.  With 

some coaxing of clubs to get writing quickly 

has paid off and once again I am happy to have a full 

document. 

 

Thank you to Jamberoo, Maitland, Mosman, Newcastle 

National Park, Port Hacking,  Strathfield, Taree, Toronto, 

Wagga Wagga, Walla Walla, and Young Clubs.  Jackie 

Mc Donald has written of her plans for a National Schools 

Croquet Competition.  This initiative sounds exciting and 

we wish her all the best. 

 

Strathfield Club has written a very god response to the 

article on Ricochet published in the March issue.    

 

Of course, we are proud to display our Eire Cup Team on 

the front page of this issue—well done everyone involved.  

The back page displays our latest exposure at Glebe 

Island, where there is to be a big development for Sydney 

in the coming years.  This area used to see row upon row 

of new cars once they were unloaded from the ships. 

 

With the bad weather around the country in recent 

months, we hope our clubs and members have been able 

to cope.  Supposedly, we are to be in a rather dry time 

now—but that is not without its own problems, 

particularly for country areas. 

 

Meanwhile, keep enjoying the game and keep sending in 

your stories! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Fothergill 

Deadline for next issue: 

Monday 17 August   

 

newsletter@croquet-nsw.org 

   

 

VISIT THE CNSW   

WEB SITE @ 
http://www.croquet-nsw.org 

The cover photo for the 

Daily Telegraph’s article 

on Croquet  
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Eire Cup Report (contd from p.1 

 

NSW, hoping to win 2 of the 4 doubles games, raced off 

to a real and psychological lead by winning 3 of them. 

Unfortunately, that was whittled away in the first round of 

singles where the Vic men won all 4 and NSW women 

won only 3 of theirs .... 12 games played, 6-all the score. 

The last round of 8 singles games were played between 16 

exhausted, wired and determined players.  The NSW men 

put in a herculean effort winning 2 of their 4 games.  We 

needed the women to win 3 games for outright victory 11 

- 9 ... or win 2 games and tie 10 games all, hoping to win 

on a count back of nett hoops.  In a tense and exhausting 

last round your correspondent fell at the last hurdle (as she 

is wont to) and lost to the Victorian tiger and current 

Australian #1 women’s GC player, Anne Quinn. 

However, the great thing about playing in a team is that 

when one falters others are there to take up the slack and 

both Claire Bassett and Rosemary Landrebe won their 

games ..... not only did NSW have 10 wins at this point – 

we had an unassailable lead on nett points also. 

No one told Alison Sharpe that she was not required to 

win her game.  Ally’s game was the last to finish by a 

long time – as much as 20 minutes.  In the last hour of her 

game Ally rose from almost certain loss, under pressure of 

the eyes and expectations of two states and an unusually 

large gallery of spectators, to scratch out a victory against 

her (now totally deflated) opponent to give NSW outright 

victory 11 - 9.  A fitting end to the tournament for 

Australia’s Women’s Open Champion. 

At the close of the carnival NSW came away with the 

Women’s Open crown (Alison Sharpe), the Runner-up 

(Alix Verge), the Plate winner (Annette du Preez) and 

fourth in the Men’s Open (Jim Nicholls, captain of the 

NSW Team). 

Such a carnival is an enormous undertaking with 

participating clubs preparing their lawns for months in 

advance of the event.  Many thanks to Chatswood, Killara, 

Mosman and RSCC and to the referees, hoop setters, 

grounds staff and referees from each club.  

Alix Verge 

Summary of placement of NSW players: 
 

Mens: Jim Nicholls 4th place 

Mens Plate: Steve Harden Runner-up 

Mens W: Ken Edwards Runner-up 

Mens Y: Alan Honey Runner-up 

Womens: Alison Sharpe Winner 

 Alix Verge Runner-up 

Womens Plate: Annette du Preez Winner 

Womens Y: Jean Pack Runner-up 
 

NSW won the Eire Cup (5 wins, 0 losses) as we did 

in 2010, 2011 and 2012, having been runners up in 

2009 and 2014, and 3rd in 2013.  Well done NSW! 

New Patron for Croquet NSWNew Patron for Croquet NSWNew Patron for Croquet NSW   

Following the completion of the term of the previous 

Governor of NSW, the newly appointed Governor, His 

Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley SC 

DSC (Retd) Governor of New South Wales was 

approached to be the Vice Regal Patron of CNSW.  He 

has now graciously accepted this invitation.  We are very 

pleased to welcome him in this role.. 



 

 

Maitland Croquet ClubMaitland Croquet ClubMaitland Croquet Club   
Sweet Pea GC TournamentSweet Pea GC TournamentSweet Pea GC Tournament   

12 12 12 ---   14 March, 201514 March, 201514 March, 2015. 

 

Very warm, humid weather greeted players on Thursday 

morning as 72 players, organised into six “blocks”, each 

containing six pairs of players, set about competing in the 

first of two rounds of round-robin play.  This first round 

consisted of “level” play (no handicap assistance) while 

the second round was to consist of 

“handicap play”. 
 

At the end of two  days and 180 1hr+ 

games, the winners and runners up were 

presented with their prizes sponsored by 

the Bradford Hotel.  Block A was won 

by John Levick  (one of the most 

decorated players in Australia) and 

local John Compton who took the overall honours after 

sharing the lead following round 1.  Goffredo Giacomoni 

and Jack Cohen (Sydney) were runners-up closely 

followed by local team of Pam Gentle 

and Trevor Black. 
 

Block B was an extremely close event 

with Bill and Marie Munns (Toronto) 

closely following local pairing of Julie 

and Stephen Thornton.  Both teams 

won 7 games and were separated by 9 net 

hoop points.   

 

 

Robert Knox and 

Keith Harvey (Toronto) had a run-away 

win leaving Brenda Wild and Glenda 

Yardy two games behind in Block C 
 

 
 

 

 

Husband and wife pairing of Robert 

and Mary Greig  (Forster) took the 

final honours in Block D after trailing 

John Edman and Jan Tiedman  

(Newcastle) at the end of round one, 

however consistency saw Greg 

Deakin (Killara) and Ingrid Cohen 

(Sydney) pop up into second place for 

a nice prize.   
 

A great return to form by the Macquarie 

City team of Carol Goodman and 

Sandra Johnson saw them sweep the field 

away with a very convincing 9 game win, 

leaving Toronto’s Pam Wiemers and 

Margaret Pedemont to a creditable second 

spot in Block E. 
 

Another husband and wife pairing took 

the money home in Block F.  Don and 

Gael Rankin (Mt Sugarloaf) were 

delighted to be undefeated.  Carol 

Hudson and Helen Enright (Branxton) 

were runners up. 
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A number of serious misfortunes during the days just prior 

to the event meant that  some players volunteered to enter 

the event at the last moment.  They had not had the oppor-

tunity to prepare as they would have wished, however 

they acquitted themselves extremely well and showed 

great sportsmanship.  
 

The overall standard of play once again has risen from last 

year especially following the NSW Division 2 Champion-

ships recently held at Taree and the Forster Tournament 

which finished on Tuesday.  As usual Maitland lawns 

were in excellent conditions and the hoops were testing to 

say the least. 
 

Tournament manager Peter Smith was delighted with the 

numbers entered and the high standard of play. 

 

Peter Smith 

 

 

 

 
   

   

Walla Walla Croquet Club NewsWalla Walla Croquet Club NewsWalla Walla Croquet Club News   
 

Five of Walla Walla players enjoyed the Albury Gala Day 

on 16 March 2015 as well as scooping the pool. 
 

1st place:   Alan Hunter 

2nd place:  Belle Cahill 

3rd place:  Melba Muller 
 

Also the Lucky Door prize, which was a huge Hamper, 

was won by Melba Muller (she needed help in carrying it 

to her car).   
 

There were several Raffle prizes with Melba Muller and 

Belle Cahill each winning. 
 

Perhaps Albury will be hesitant in inviting Walla Walla to 

their next tournament!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Hunter 
 

 

 

Belle Cahill 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Melba Muller 

 
 

 

 

Wendy Tolley 

Secretary 
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November this year.  It will be Golf Croquet and any 

Secondary School student can enter.  THERE WILL BE 

NO ENTRY FEE.  The actual number of days will depend 

on entry numbers. 
 

The venue is yet to be confirmed.  I have been informed 

that Cairnlea is unlikely to be available so I am to 

approach Maitland Club and Kenn Boal has offered the 

use of Rich River. 
 

Personally I really don’t care how many entries I receive.  

We have to start somewhere! 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacky McDonald 

Director of School Croquet  

SCHOOL CROQUET SCHOOL CROQUET SCHOOL CROQUET –––   AUSTRALIAAUSTRALIAAUSTRALIA   
 

When I was appointed ACA Director of School Croquet I 

sent a letter to the President and Secretary of each of the 

states to suggest that I meet them or their representative at 

a time to suit during the recent Eire Cup.  Queensland did 

not reply so I met with the other states as follows: 
 

Tuesday 18th March  

  Tasmania  Ian Smith 

Saturday 21st March  

 South Australia  Eileen Ferguson and  

    Neil White 

Sunday 22nd March  

 Victoria   Kenn Boal 

 Sunday 22nd March  

 New South Wales  Tony McArthur 

 Sunday 22nd March         

 Western Australia  Bethwyn Johnson 
 

All states were asked the same questions – What do you 

do?  How can I assist? Are you interested in promoting 

school croquet? Do you agree the youth of today is the 

future of croquet?   
 

Tasmania runs a successful day for Primary Schools once 

a year in Hobart.  There is one tertiary student – actually 

the captain of their Eire Cup team. 
 

South Australia has a few Primary schools and about six 

Secondary schools offering croquet as a sport.  They are 

hoping to start university clubs. 

South Australia does not charge Affiliation Fees for 

students. 
 

Victoria has about a dozen Secondary students playing in 

Deniliquin and a couple of schools in Ballarat.  There are 

also a few children and grandchildren of current club 

members who play occasionally.  
 

Western Australia is working with UWA students at 

Nedlands. 
 

New South Wales is the only state to run a state 

championship at primary and secondary level – not that 

there are large numbers.  The competitors seem to be the 

children or grandchildren of current members and their 

friends.  All competitors are given a Certificate of 

Participation.  The winner and runner-up receive a medal 

and the Secondary winner a perpetual trophy. 
 

Clubs who conduct school sport activities are given some 

monetary assistance by Croquet NSW but this only 

involves eight to ten clubs.  The CNSW Executive has 

been approached to waive Affiliation Fees for school 

students . 
 

All states indicated that they would like to run state 

championships.  I did indicate that I am prepared to visit 

their states if they think that would help.  South Australia 

has asked that I address their clubs. 
 

With the support of each state representative I intend to 

run an Australian Schools Championship from 27—29  

   

 

newsletter@croquet-nsw.org 

   

 

VISIT THE CNSW   

WEB SITE @ 
http://www.croquet-nsw.org 



 

 

Page 6     CNSW Newsletter June 2015 

Jamberoo Handicap Singles EventJamberoo Handicap Singles EventJamberoo Handicap Singles Event   
 

Our Annual Association Handicap Singles event was held 

on Saturday 11th to Tuesday 14th April.  Twenty-one 

players from Bathurst, Cammeray, Canberra, Coogee, 

Jamberoo, Killara, Milton/Ulladulla, Mosman, Taree and 

Wollongong participated in the event. 
 

Saturday and Sunday was played in Misty Rain, this 

didn’t deter our eager contestants.  The Sun finally broke 

through on Monday and continued through to Tuesday.  

The event concluded with a BBQ lunch and presentation. 
 

This year we had Red and Blue block playing Advanced 

Handicap, with an outstanding performance from Steve 

Miles 5 wins 26 points and 1 win 21 points. 
 

Red Block       

Winner:        John Gilhooly (Milton/Ulladulla)  
 5 wins and 138 points 

 Michael Strickland (Cammeray) 

 5 wins and 131 points 

Blue Block       

Winner:   Steve Miles (Cammeray) 

 6 wins and 151 points 

Runner-up:   Annette du Preez (Cammeray) 

 4 wins and 125 points 

Green Block    

Winner:    Diane Scott (Wollongong) 

            5 wins and 98 points 

Runner-up:    Diana Chafer (Jamberoo)    

 4 wins and 89 points  
 

 

 

 

Red Block Player 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Blue Block Players 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Block Players 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Lunch is served! 

 

 
Marilyn Benson 

Tournament Manager 

~Easter Monday, 6 April 2015 ~ 

After a very wet start to the Easter holiday break, Easter 

Monday dawned fine and sunny and twenty-eight cheerful 

croquet players from Jamberoo, Wollongong , Sutherland 

and Port Hacking clubs made their way to Port Hacking 

lawns for the GC Easter Monday Lightning Doubles 

Competition.  The event was a round robin of 7 hoop GC 

doubles games played in two blocks of seven teams. 
 

Winners of Blue Block were the undefeated mother/

daughter team Val Robinson and Pam Markwell from Port 

Hacking (below left) with Robyn Wilson and Betty Muller 

from Wollongong (below right) as runners-up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After fierce competition, the winners of the White Block 

were Kath & Bill Coull from Sutherland (left) with 

Brenda & Roger Evans from Jamberoo (right) as runners-

up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About 10 minutes after club Vice-

President Floyd White had 

finished presenting the prizes there 

was a huge downpour and the 

courts looked like this! 

 
 

 

Lorraine Hatfield & Lynda Toms 

Golf Croquet Golf Croquet Golf Croquet    

Lightning Doubles DayLightning Doubles DayLightning Doubles Day   

Port Hacking Croquet Club 
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Runner-up:  Jan. Sullivan 

E Block: Geoff Akers   

Runner-up:  Bob Williamson         

F Block :  Jan Vaughan    

Runner-up: Keith Poynter        

        

  

 

 
Block A singles winner Ray Vize & 

Runner-up Shirley Page 
 

 

 

 

 
Block B singles winner Terry Cheetham 

& Runner-up Kevin Page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Block C winner Rob Watson & Runner-

up John Grattan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block E winner Geoff Akers  Runner-

up Bob Williamson trophy presented 

by Pat Nowlan,   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block F winner Jan Vaughan & 

Runner-up Keith Poynter trophy 

presented by Shirley Close.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversary 

Cake being 

cut by Kath 

Farrall  & 

Helen 

James.                  

  

 

 

 

Peter Druett 

Photos courtesy of Betty Douglas 

Young Autumn Golf Croquet CarnivalYoung Autumn Golf Croquet CarnivalYoung Autumn Golf Croquet Carnival   
 

Young Croquet Club held its annual Autumn Golf 

Croquet Carnival  from the 18th to the 22nd of  March, with 

forty two players taking part over the four days.   We 

played two separate competitions with the handicap 

doubles  being played first.  Players came from  

Wollongong,  Newcastle National Parks, Toronto,  Blue 

Mountains,  Canberra, Forster, Wagga Wagga, Nowra,  

Albury, Bathurst,  and four from Young..  
  

On the Friday evening  local members and visitors 

enjoyed the carnival dinner which was held at one of our 

major sponsors, The Blue Still Café,  which overlooks the 

township.  A lovely two course meal was enjoyed   by all.   

During dinner there were a couple of trivia question sheets 

filled in by each table resulting in some friendly rivalry 

between groups, with prizes being distributed to the 

winning tables. 
 

After the completion of competition on Sunday, players 

were treated to a barbcue lunch followed by the 

presentation of trophies.  As this was our tenth annual  

autumn carnival,  an anniversary  cake was cut before 

lunch by Kath Farrall and Helen James  from the Orange 

club as they had played in all ten carnivals.   
 

The winners were as follows: 

A Block:  Diane & Terry Cheetham                 

Runners-up:   Edna Kelly & Grahame Innocent        

B Block:  Pat  & Keith Poynter                         

Runners-up:   Maureen Trevenar  & Rob Watson               

C Block:  Pam Wiemers & Merilyn Brooks              

Runners-up: Gail & John Siccardi 
 

 
 

Block A Doubles winners with 

Club President Leona Druett 

Block B winners trophy presented 

by Edna Kelly. 

 

 

 

 
Block C Winners 

 

 

 

 
 

The second competition was handicap singles  with the 

following results 

A Block:  Ray Vize      

Runner-up:  Shirley Page              

B Block:   Terry Cheetham     

Runner-up: Kevin Page           

C Block:   Rob Watson         

Runner-up :   John Grattan    

D Block:  Maureen Trevenar        
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Wagga Wagga GC CarnivalWagga Wagga GC CarnivalWagga Wagga GC Carnival 
 

A full field of 32 players from Wollongong, Forster, 

Toronto, North West Rocks, Port Hacking, Canberra, 

Young, Rich River, Taree, Walla Walla and Wagga 

enjoyed magnificent weather over the four days of our 

recent Carnival. 
 

Completion of the shade shelter BBQ area and the third 

lawn allowed for a more comfortable Carnival 

atmosphere, with many close and exciting games being 

played. 
 

Singles Block winners were Yvonne Grattan, Carol 

Hayes, William Strick and Kate McLoughlan, with Carol 

Hayes from Wollongong eventually winning the final 

after a tussle with William Strick from Taree. 
 

Graham Innocent and Katrina Strick came out top in 

the doubles achieving the win from second placed Yvonne 

Grattan and Alan Hunter.   
 

 

 

 

 

      

  

   

 

   

Report on 2015 3 Way CarnivalReport on 2015 3 Way CarnivalReport on 2015 3 Way Carnival   
Sunday, 3 May, 2015 

 

Brilliant autumn weather greeted teams from Wodonga, 

Walla Walla, Wagga Wagga, Albury and Young to the 

2015 3WAY Carnival which is held in Wagga each year. 
 

The competition to knock Albury off the shield this year 

was fierce, as they have been the winners for the past 

three years.  This feat was achieved by the Young team of 

Reigh McCoy, Sue Luckie, Pat Nowlan and Cheryl 

McInerney who only lost one match over the day.    
 

Wodonga was second with only three losses over the day. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Some of the 

action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Nicholls 

Wagga Wagga 

Croquet Club 

Singles Finalists – Yvonne Grattan, Carol Hayes, 

William Strick and Kate McLoughlan 

The Young 

Winners 

Just waiting for a 

hoop to be cleared 



 CNSW Newsletter June 2015 Page  9 

Events at EastwoodEvents at EastwoodEvents at Eastwood   
 

Croquet National at Eastwood 

 

Eastwood Croquet Club was honoured to host the Plate 

Division of the 2015 National Association Croquet 

Championships on 15, 16 and 17 March, a tradition every 

six years that’s eagerly anticipated.  
 

Visitors from across Australia attended to watch knife-

edge competition over the three days between top players 

from all states, with The Plate eventually won by 30-year-

old Josh Wilson from Victoria in a hard-fought battle 

against Steve Harden from Tamworth. 
 

 The croquet courts and gardens had been brought to peak 

condition by a dedicated team of Ryde Council grounds 

staff, every visitor remarking on the charming heritage 

building, courts and surrounds. Eastwood Croquet Club 

was first established in 1935 and the beautiful grounds 

and pavilion have been a prized asset of the Eastwood 

Croquet Club, Ryde Council and the local community 

since 1937. 

 

 

 
Winner – Josh Wilson 

 

Seniors Day 
 

To coincide with Seniors Week, a “Come and Try Croquet 

at Eastwood” Open Day was advertised in the local 

newspapers and on the NSW Government Website.  The 

day was very successful with some of our visitors booking 

in to have lessons and enquiring about membership. 

 

Eastwood Hosts Charity Day in Memory of Shirley 

McLachlan 
 

Eastwood Croquet Club held a special Charity Gala Day 

and High Tea on the 2nd May in memory of Shirley 

McLachlan, a wonderful member and friend for eight 

years, and dedicated Secretary for most of that time, until 

her sudden death last September.  Croquet friends from 

Eastwood, Epping, and Cheltenham clubs and Croquet 

NSW joined in the spirit of the day playing a variety of 

fun games, and giving generously to one of Shirley’s 

favourite charities, The Children’s’ Hospital Westmead, 

where she was a volunteer supporting parents of sick 

children.   

 

 

The Newsletter is  

sponsored by the Department of 

Sport & Recreation 

 

 
Game with Dolls (back) and Bagatelle 

 

 `

 
The Clock 

 

 

Lorraine Ewer 

Secretary 
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Activities at Toronto ClubActivities at Toronto ClubActivities at Toronto Club   
 

Toronto is situated on the beautiful shores of Lake 

Macquarie. The Toronto Croquet club is 10 minutes off the 

M1 motorway. There are four courts and a half court, and 

our groundsman Ted Lyng maintains these courts to a high 

standard for playing croquet.  There has been lots of 

croquet activity up here in Lake Macquarie region.  
 

Members OBE Celebration Day 
 

The Rain held off enabling the OBE Tournament (Over 

Beautiful Eighty) to take place on Monday 16th.March. 

Eleven members took part and by the smiles all had a good 

time. Marion Davies and Genevieve Parkes prepared the 

morning tea. Kevin Davies and President Kevin Parkes 

were suitably attired to attend to the needs of our guests 

and were assisted by Bill and Margaret Newberry. Winner 

Margaret Rodgers had plenty of offers to join her to partake 

of the generous dinner voucher donated by the Toronto 

Royal Motor Yacht Club. 

 
Interclub Cessnock Visit: 
 

Following an invitation from Cessnock Croquet Club, six 

members of our Club visited the Cessnock Club on Friday 

10th April.  The members were Jean Beck, Joy Lavette, 

Bruce Glasgow, Maurie Hodda and Margaret and Bill 

Newberry, This club has only been operating at this 

location, which is the old Allendale Bowling Club site, for 

a little over six months and in that time they have created 1 

full size court, 2 half courts, and 1 small court.  The work 

they have done and the spirit of the members is to be 

commended.  A series of short 7 hoop friendly games were 

played and we all had a wonderful time with their members 

showing great friendship and very good hospitality.

 
 

Division Three  State Championship 

The Toronto club now has a state 

champion as one of its members, Bruce 

Glasgow (pictured).   He is the current 

Division 3 singles champion.  Toronto 

Cub member Margaret Pedemont made 

him work very hard to take the title as 

she finished in second place.  

Ricochet Croquet 
 

Enthusiasm for ricochet seems to be on the increase.   

Despite wet days, meetings, gala days and championship 

interruptions we have managed a couple of ricochet games 

in the last month and our enthusiasm has even inspired 

interest from other club members wanting to learn the 

game, and also interest from other clubs . 
 

A social day was held on 31 March 2015. There were a 

number of beginners but they were partnered with 

experienced players and I am sure they learnt a lot as well 

as having a great time. Our star beginner would have to 

have been Chris Williamson, who despite never having 

played ricochet before totally frustrated his opponents by 

scoring 6 hoops in a row and had to be discouraged from 

pegging out. We had teams from Mt. Sugarloaf, Nelson 

Bay and Toronto with EDSAC apologising for missing 

out, and all agreed they wanted to have another day in the 

near future. Toronto was high on the choice of venue 

because of its central location, and number of good courts 

– (even though comments suggested some players had 

never walked so far to play a game). Thanks go to Margo 

O’Dowd who came early to help with the setting up and 

Bill Newberry who did a mammoth job with the setting up 

and running the event, as well as Marion Davies who 

came to serve afternoon tea for us. Thanks also to the 

players from Toronto who supported our day and Chris 

Williamson and his son, Daniel, for helping us to pack up. 
 

Toronto Club Gold division championships 2015 

Local members, Bill Munns, Nerida Taylor, Colin Lynch, 

and Allan Graham all played the most entertaining and 

skillful games of croquet. There were no easy hoops all 

were hard won.  The skill of “jumping” was used to great 

effect in stealing hoops when a ball was in the hoop.  The 

lawns were playing beautifully and the weather was ideal 

for playing croquet.  The results of all this very 

competitive croquet resulted with the winner scoring five 

games and 41 hoops. 

 

 

 

 
Bill Munns  plays as Nerida watches  

 

 

 

 
Col Lynch prepares to dispatch Allan 

Graham’s  set up  

 

 

 

Any club is only as good as its members and Toronto 

Croquet club members and committee members 

demonstrate this by the above commitment to the various 

activities and tournament held in our region.  A huge 

thank you!!!   Happy croqueting during 2015. 

 
Michell Foo  

Vice Captain GC 

Pam Durie, a long time 

member of the Club, cuts the 

Celebratory Cake 

Margaret, Joy & Maurie 

with local Cessnock 

players outside the Club 

House. 
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saying it was a wonderful idea.  EDSACC and Maitland 

readily agreed to keep this going as an annual event, 

rotating the venue between our clubs. 
 

Competing in the Gateball Doubles were John Sutherland  

and Bev Mersmann from Newcastle; John Compton and 

Fred Harvey from Maitland; and Adolphe Parfait and Jim 

Houston from EDSACC.  All three clubs won one game 

in tightly fought battles. 
 

The Golf Doubles comprised Helen Chalmers and Judy 

Squelch from Newcastle; Bev Smith and John Pace from 

Maitland; and John Butler and Malcolm Young from 

EDSACC.  Maitland won two games while Newcastle 

won the other.   
 

In the Association games Newcastle's Alan and Margaret 

Gray competed against Trevor Black and Peter Smith 

from Maitland; and Suzie Parfait and Ian McKinnon from 

EDSACC.  Again, Maitland won two and Newcastle one. 
 

Overall the winner of the day with the most games won 

was Maitland.  A perpetual trophy, made by our late 

member Morton Churchward, was presented by his wife, 

Ina.  Thank-you to all players and helpers for making this 

day the success it was. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(group photo courtesy of Kerrie Sutherland) 

 

Kerrie Sutherland – Vice President 
. 

 

Addendum from Bev Smith (Maitland): 

 “We had a really great day.  Kerrie did a magnificent job 

with the organisation and kept us all on time.  The whole 

concept of the day was brilliant and she is to be 

congratulated.”  
 

Newcastle National Park NewsNewcastle National Park NewsNewcastle National Park News   
 

 

IMPORTANT GATEBALL APPOINTMENTS 
 

An email has been received from John Park, NSW 

Gateball – 

“As some of you may be aware I’ve resigned from the 

NSW position as I’ve taken over from Gilon (Smith) as 

the National Director of Gateball.  I’ve really enjoyed 

the NSW role and it’s been great to be part of our game 

growing a bit.  Judy Squelch and Kerrie Sutherland 

(from the Newcastle National Park Croquet Club) have 

agreed to act as co-chairs of NSW Gateball.  It will be 

Judy and Kerrie who will be using this email address 

(nswgateball@gmail.com) and, with your help, growing 

and strengthening our game.  I’m sure they will do a 

great job”.    
 

Our Club extends our congratulations to these members 

on achieving this milestone and we wish them the very 

best of luck with their new role. 

 

SENIORS’ WEEK – “COME AND TRY” DAY 

Sunday, March 16 

 

About 20 or so potential members turned up at our club to 

learn about the game of croquet.   The support from our 

own members was excellent to the point where we almost 

had one-on-one instruction.  It seems that all of the 

visitors were particularly interested and it is hoped that we 

will see them back learning to play this wonderful game.   

We have already been contacted by four visitors we had 

on that day looking forward to learning the game. 

 

 

 
Coaching Coordinator Larry 

introducing the basic principles 

of croquet to potential new 

members on the Come and Try 

Day. 

 

 

Morning tea was provided by the Club.  A big ‘thank-you’ 

to all members who came in to help on the day. 

 

Elaine McDiarmid – Games Captain 

 

 

INVITATIONAL TRIATHLON  -  SUNDAY, 

MARCH 29 

ASSOCIATION, GOLF AND GATEBALL 
 

Newcastle National Park organised and hosted a 

"triathlon" with neighbouring clubs, Maitland and 

EDSACC.  The intention was to promote and advance all 

mallet sports and to continue our friendship with our 

neighbouring clubs.  Six players from each club 

participated.  They all played in a gateball team as well as 

splitting up into three doubles playing gateball, 13-point 

Golf and 14-point Association.  The day was a great 

success with everyone enjoying this social event and 

Yabba Dabber Do - Flintstone Croquet 
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fourteen games over three days.  All players won at least 

two matches. Of the eight players there were seven 

handicap changes. 
 

At the completion of round 10 Margaret led with 6 wins 

followed by Lynda & Lorraine on 5 wins with Bruce & 

Suzy with 4 wins.  After round 11 Margaret with 10 wins 

maintained a 2 game buffer from fast finishing Bruce and 

consistent Lynda.  During round 12, with Margaret 

playing Lynda the heavens opened up causing a short 

break until the rain eased.  Margaret found the heavier 

lawn a struggle losing to both Lynda and then Bruce. 

Going into round 14 both Margaret and Bruce had 10 wins 

but Bruce had a healthy lead on net hoops.  Both won 

their last round making Bruce the Champion and Margaret 

the runner-up. 

 

 
Winning smiles from Champion Bruce 

Glasgow & runner-up Margaret Pedemont  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the Toronto CC and its members for allowing 

CNSW the use of their lawns for the week.  A SPECIAL 

THANKS to the groundspeople, kitchen hands and Bill 

Munns and his extensive contingent of referees without 

whom the Tournament would not have been as successful. 

 

 

 

 
Heartbreaking result: the potential doubles 

winning pink jump bounced the green ball 

through giving the opponents the win! 

 

 

 

Robyn Compton 

 

 

 

 

 

GC  Division 2 Championships 
 

This tournament was held in Taree with the doubles on 

Monday and Tuesday, 2-3 March and the singles on 

Wednesday to Friday 4-6 March.  Clubs from 

Wollongong to Port Macquarie were represented. 
 

Practice on the hot, humid Sunday afternoon was followed 

by a severe thunderstorm with 80km/h winds and 50mm 

rain, causing havoc with falling trees, one narrowly 

missing a player’s caravan. 
 

However, Monday dawned cooler and overcast, but 

despite damp grounds the tournament began on schedule. 

There were only five pairs in the doubles event, so a 

double round robin was played. 

GC Division 3 Doubles 

23 - 24 February 2015 
 

The CNSW GC Division 3 competitions 

were held at Toronto Croquet Club. 

Toronto has four well maintained lawns 

– a tribute to the hard working 

groundspeople. 

Eight teams entered the doubles, three from EDSACC, 

including defending titleholders John Aldridge & Bryan 

Clarke, two from Maitland and one each from Toronto, 

Port Hacking and Branxton.  A single round robin was 

played with each team playing 7 matches over two days. 
 

The final result hinged on the final match between Lynda 

Toms & Lorraine Hatfield (Port Hacking) and Cheryl 

Patterson & Hazel Gibbons (EDSACC).  At the 12th hoop 

with EDSACC leading 6/5 an apparently successful 

EDSACC jump shot moved the jawed ball.  After much 

perusal by both the referee and the TR the ball was 

declared through making the score 6 all.  Port made good 

use of their first ball to 13 and used this ball to score the 

hoop.  Port girls up 7/6. 
 

This meant that both teams had 6 wins from 7 games and 

both had 21 net hoops – that is as close as it gets.  The 

competition was thus awarded to the winner of the match 

between the two teams thus making Lynda and Lorraine 

champions with Cheryl & Hazel runners-up. 

Congratulations to all players for a most entertaining two 

days. 

 

 

 
Lorraine & Lydia pictured 

with Robyn Compton 

 

 

 

 

 
GC Division 3 Singles 

25 - 27 February 2015 
 

There were eight entrants in the CNSW Golf Croquet 

Division 3 singles.  From Toronto were Bruce Glasgow, 

Margaret Pedemont and Kevin Davies, John Butler and 

Suzy Parfait (EDSACC), Lynda Toms & Lorraine 

Hatfield (Port Hacking), and Lisa Kelshaw (Manly).  A 

double round robin was played meaning all played 
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Taree Croquet Club decided to use two of their three 

courts so that games would be single banked, enabling 

each game, which were untimed, to proceed without 

interruption.  During the three rounds held during the 

morning session, all scores were close. But larger 

differences in score occurred in all games during the two 

afternoon rounds. 
 

On Tuesday, the heat and humidity began to return. 

Though the games were a repeat of Monday, the results in 

many were the opposite.  The leaders from Monday failed 

to win a game on Tuesday.  The winners won 5 of their 8 

games, while the next three pairs each won 4 games. 
 

Robyn Compton retained her position amongst the place 

getters in this event, but with a different partner to earlier 

years. 
 

On Wednesday, eight players from the Doubles 

Competition were joined by five others for the Singles 

Competition.  These thirteen played a round robin over 

three days to decide the winner.  These games were 

untimed but double banked. 
 

Three rounds were played in the morning session followed 

by a lunch break.  The two afternoon sessions were held 

during probably the hottest and most humid time of the 

week. 
 

Thursday was a carbon copy of Wednesday.  A highlight 

occurring during the first afternoon session when the two 

leading players, each having 7 wins from 7 games, met. 

The result, in a very short game, was an unexpected 7 - 0. 

Friday was rather relaxed with only three rounds to be 

played and the weather much more pleasant. 
 

While first place was clear cut - Bill Strick having won all 

of his 12 games, second place was only determined during 

the last round when Wal Wallington achieved his ninth 

win. 
 

C-NSW President, Tony McArthur, who played in both 

the doubles and singles events, presented the trophies at 

the conclusion of each event. 
 

The management committee thank all the referees, many 

of whom travelled to Taree just to referee, Taree green 

keeper, Phill Sage and Taree members who set up the 

courts or worked in the kitchen each day.  Also, thanks go 

to the Taree members who provided the slices, biscuits, 

muffins etc, which, with tea and coffee, are available free 

of charge during all Taree Carnivals. 
 

The results were: 

Doubles 

Winners: Robyn Compton (Maitland) and Bill  

  Strick (Taree) 

Runner-up: Shirley Page (Toronto) and Marie Munns  

  (Toronto) 

Singles: 

Winner: Bill Strick (Taree) 
Runner-up: Wal Wallington (Forster) 
 

Tom Akre  (Tournament Manager) 

Doubles place-getters:   Singles place-getters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shirley Page, Marie Munns, Bill   Wal Wallington, CNSW 

Strick & Robyn Compton   President Tony McArthur & 

   Bill Strick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Rankin (Mt Sugarloaf)   Bill Strick (Taree) & Greg 

& Wal Wallington (Forster)   Deakin (Killara) do battle  

discuss tactics during the Doubles  during the Singles 

       

      

Photos courtesy Tom Akre 
 

CNSW Women’s GC Singles 

11-12 April 2015 

 

The CNSW Golf Croquet Women's Singles Competition 

was held at Tempe Headquarters.  Unfortunately, with 

some of the usual combatants being absent – 

unavailability due to illness, working, competing 

elsewhere etc, the field was reduced to 6 players. 
 

However, these players represented the whole spectrum 

handicap-wise – and – they all enjoyed the challenge of 

the double round robin format and were very keen to 

maintain or improve their results in the second round. 
 

The winner, on wins and then net hoops, was Alison 

Sharpe (Killara) from Brenda Wild (Mt Sugarloaf). Third 

and fourth positions were also decided by net hoops – 

another close tussle between Liz Montague (Killara) and 

Debra Morgan (Sutherland). 
 

Two of the players changed handicaps – heading in the 

right direction – with Alison Sharpe becoming a 0 (zero). 
 

Thanks very much to everyone for their spirit and 

cooperation. 
 

Special thanks to our referees- Wendy Fothergill (TR), 

Lynda Toms, Lorraine Hatfield, Stephen Howes and John 

Compton. The players appreciated having you on the lawn 

with them. 
 

A good weekend’s event! 

 

Robyn Compton 

Tournament Manager 
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Players & 

Officials at 

CNSW 
Women’s GC 

Singles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NSW Men’s Open GC 

18-19 April 2015 
   
The Men’s Open had 10 entrants this year.  Unfortunately 

Gareth Denyer was forced to withdraw before the first ball 

was hit. I hope he is now feeling a little better.  
 

The event started in quite pleasant weather. At the end of 

Saturday there was no stand out competitor with a number 

of players all with a chance of taking out the event. 
 

By the end of the rounds Peter Freer and John Levick had 

gone to the lead with a clear lead of 2 games to the next 

nearest player. Both John and Peter had 7 wins, both 

having only 1 loss. 
 

In the best of 3 final John Levick was victorious winning 

7-5, 7-3. Congratulations to John for his success in the 

event, also to Peter and all the other competitors.  
 

We need to keep our participation levels in all CNSW 

events at a high level. Please keep an eye on the 

tournament calendar for future events which you might 

find interesting. 

 

Tony McArthur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AC Gold  Singles 

4 - 7 May 2015 

 

This event attracted a field of five players:  Greg Dakin, 

Ron Humpherson, Barbra McDonald, Sue Nichols and 

David Stanton. 

Winner:  David Stanton 

Runner-up:  Barbara McDonald 

 

There was no official report. 

Men’s Championship Plate 

15-16 March 

 

On Sunday 15 and Monday 16 March, Strathfield 

Croquet  Club members were hosts to croquet players 

from Tasmania, Queensland, A.C.T., Victoria  & 

N.S.W.  These players lost their first round match in the 

A.C.A Men’s championship event, so were competing 

in the Plate event.  This event was played in three 

blocks, the other two blocks were played at Sutherland 

and Eastwood. 

 

The hoops were set at 3 11/16ths. National Competition 

width.  Practice took place on Saturday afternoon, and 

play began at 8am on the following two days.  The 

block was played as a full round robin-six players, so 

each had five 2 ½. hr. games, three in one day.  The 

standard of play was very high and interesting to see 

how the lawn was set out, and a variety of leave 

situations. 

 

Don Close (Vice Captain Queensland Eire Cup Team) 

almost, in his second match, completed his triple peel - 

peeled 4 back, penultimate, but ball stuck in rover.  

Games ebbed and flowed, but Josh Wilson (Victoria) 

was a delight to watch. 

 

Josh went on to win all 5 of his games, with Steve 

Harden runner-up.  Josh and Steve continued their run 

of good play, with Josh going on to win the plate with 

Steve runner-up. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Smith (Tas.) visitor on the day, ; Josh Wilson (Vic) winner of 

this section of Mens plate; Heather Smallbone (Mens Plate SCC 

manager), Steve Harden (Tamworth, NSW )runner- up) and Don 

Close (Qld). 

 

Strathfield Club was thanked for their excellent 

hospitality.  Thank you to those members who helped 

with the catering and a special thank you to John 

Campey for his assistance with setting out the hoops. 

 

 

Heather Smallbone 

 (Venue Manager) 
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Mosman Croquet ClubMosman Croquet ClubMosman Croquet Club   
 

Every year Mosman Croquet Club remembers one of its 

outstanding players: Martyn Prins. Martyn made a huge 

contribution to our club and was still playing at the top 

level when sadly he died at the age of 66. In appreciation 

of his work the club runs a Golf Croquet handicap doubles 

tournament each year: the Martyn Prins Trophy. Martyn’s 

widow Griselda presented the trophy to the club. 
 

This year it was held on the day after Anzac Day, 26th 

April. It proved to be an unfortunate choice. 30mm of rain 

fell that day. Notwithstanding, the twelve doubles teams 

turned up on the dot of 9..00am, donned their wet weather 

gear and started playing. By the time the block rounds had 

finished there were some very bedraggled croquet players 

sitting down to lunch; some of them perhaps relieved that 

they had not made the finals. 
 

After lunch four teams played off in the semi-finals with 

Brian and Lyn Day and Michael Strickland and Graham 

Lockhart winning through to the finals. As the 

accompanying photos show it was still pouring with rain 

and it was not a quick match; it went to the last hoop. In 

the end Michael and Graham were the winners. We were 

then very pleased to have Griselda Prins with us to present 

the trophy. 

 

 
Graham Lockhart, Brian Day, 

Michael Strickland, and Lyn 

Day 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This apparition is actually  

Michael Strickland  

 

 

 

 

Grim determination and 

complete insouciance 

 

 

 
Griselda Prins presents the Trophy 

 

 

 

 

Ron Humpherson 

Tournament Manager 

Canberra’s 24 Hours Croquet for CharityCanberra’s 24 Hours Croquet for CharityCanberra’s 24 Hours Croquet for Charity   

These photos were sent to me without an accompanying 

story. 

 

 

Keen 

spectators! 

 

 

 

 

 

Video Review of a 

Peg-out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trevor Bassett & Gareth Denyer  appear lost in the dark! 

 

A peaceful moment during Canberra’s Easter Carnival 

 

Photos supplied by Peter Freer 
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Strathfield Club NewsStrathfield Club NewsStrathfield Club News   
   

Yours truly is about to have a carpal tunnel decompression 

in just a few days time, and I don’t fancy having to type 

our club news left- handed, so must get a wriggle on, to 

meet the new deadline for the next issue of CNSW 

newsletter. 
 

It has been an exciting few months, and anyone who has 

not visited our club for ages, will be impressed I think, 

with all the changes which have happened over the past 

few years, and with more changes imminent.  In March, 

our clubhouse exterior was spruced up, with a coat or two 

of paint, which it had needed for decades.  Then several of 

our club members raided their gardens and by the start of 

the National Mens Plate competition (Mens’ Singles AC) 

many shrubs were out in bloom, and the lawn surrounds 

started to resemble a nursery. 
 

The club has just successfully hosted the six day 

Wonderland Tournament sponsored by the Homebush 

Community Bank Branch Bendigo Bank.  We were most 

impressed with the bank manager’s (Poonam Lata) 

commitment to our club.  All her staff + her daughter 

attended the presentation and high tea function.  Poonam 

was flying o/s the next day, but remained in the moment to 

meet the club’s needs.  We are all exhausted, but it was 

wonderful to see members working as a team to ensure the 

Tournament’s success.  Each year, this AC handicap 

singles tournament has improved on its success.  Players 

enjoyed coming despite the weather.  The tournament 

started in brilliant sunshine, and ended in a heavy 

downpour in the last twelve minutes (see the CNSW 

facebook page for coloured pictures).   
 

We now look forward to a gazebo going in shortly (on the 

cement block where our original and only weather shelter 

stood until it came down in about 2009-2010).  The gazebo 

will blend well with the four newish colour bond shelters, 

presently spread around the lawns.  This gazebo purchase 

is possible, thanks to a generous bequest from Ena 

Gilchrist (a former SCC member).  As I have just been 

made SCC Club archivist, I would be most interested to 

hear from any players who knew Ena, and/or who know 

the whereabouts of Ena’s family or friends.  Perhaps there 

is a photograph of Ena.  Do let me know. 
 

Our membership remains tantalisingly close to 50.  Now 

that these two major events have finished, we have only 

one major task keeping members and new players from the 

lawns.  An irrigation system is currently being installed.  

Yes, I know it hasn’t stopped raining in Sydney ever since 

we received the grant.  The lawns will soon be back in 

business.  
 

In between major competitions, we managed to host two 

groups, from different eras - our annual Twilight Croquet 

for Seniors; and a new group to us a Meet-up (internet) 

Group ‘Sydney Tea-Tasting’ group.  This group is just one 

of many in the Meet-up network.  It was a pity we didn’t 

have our finest china on display for this latter group, but 

they were good sports, and thoroughly enjoyed 

experiencing croquet, and hope to bring their group again. 
  

SCC might soon be in the market to buy some good 

second hand mallets, as we prepare for our July start with 

students from Strathfield Girls High School.  Also, if you 

have friends who are school teachers or teachers who are 

keen on sport, steer them in our direction (can also check 

our website), if they would like to volunteer to assist on 

our program.  All avenues are being explored to ensure 

the Club can conduct a school croquet program that is 

sustainable. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poonam Lata Manager 

of the Homebush 

Community Bank branch 

Bendigo Bank and her 

staff at Strathfield’s 

Wonderland Event 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Bridger 

Publicity Officer at SCC 
 

 

 

Wonderland Tournament at Strathfield Wonderland Tournament at Strathfield Wonderland Tournament at Strathfield    
 

Alice with her Flamingos, The Queen of Hearts, and 

playing cards greeted the players as they arrived to play in 

the Wonderland Tournament, at Strathfield Croquet Club 

on Monday 27 April.  Around the croquet courts were 

little placards, with coloured drawings of Alice’s friends 

in Wonderland with captions. 
 

The white Rabbit: ‘’Beware, beware the white rabbit 

hole.’’       The "drink me" bottle.  Pink Flamingo: “If you 

can’t run a hoop, have a go with the flamingooooo”  

Rabbit with his watch: “ Hurry, hurry don’t be late, it’s 

time to make hoop eight.”  Tweedle Dum and Tweedle 

Dee “would like to see a peel and peelee.” 
 

The Tournament started in brilliant sunshine, but 

deteriorated as the week progressed, finishing with the 

heavens opening about 10 minutes from the end of the last 

game.  The Homebush Community Bendigo Bank 

generously sponsored our Tournament, so prizes were 

awarded $150 to the winners of each of the 3 blocks, and 

$100 to the runners up.  The tournament was played in 

great spirit, with players from Wollongong, Manly, 

Cammeray, Epping, Mosman, Chatswood, Coogee, 

Killara and Strathfield. 
 

Di Scott, from Wollongong was delighted, making her 

first break of 8.  Many games were hard fought, and going  

to extra time.  Margaret O’Brien again won all her 5 

games and had a change of handicap. Ron Humpherson 

managed 3 sweep shots in 1 game.   
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Winner Block A:    Matthew  Carden  (Cammeray) 

Runner-up:    David  Gibson   (Manly) 

Winner Block B:  Ron Buist (Killara) 

Runner-up:   Bernie Gibson  (Manly) 

Winner Block C:  Margaret O’Brien  (Cammeray) 

Runner-up:  Roger Liles   (Cammeray) 

Representatives of the Homebush Community Bank were 

present, for the presentation , which was made by Poonam 

Lata, the Bank Manager. 
 

The Tournament finished with a High Tea.  Seventeen 

varieties of Tea, arranged in a cane basket, for selection of 

those present, dainty cup, saucer and plates, club 

sandwiches and  cup cakes  beautifully arranged on tiered  

cake stands, and  the centre piece was a Mad Hatters iced 

cake, with small Wonderland motifs surrounding the base. 

The raffle was then drawn, and as a few prizes were left 

over, Roger Liles suggested he would conduct an Auction.   

This became the highlight of the Tournament.  Roger had 

all in fits of laughter, and created a wonderful happy 

ending to what was a most enjoyable Tournament. 
 

Thank you to the members of the Tournament committee, 

for all their hard work, and those members who assisted 

with catering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Heather Smallbone         

Tournament Manager   

Taree Wild Fig CarnivalTaree Wild Fig CarnivalTaree Wild Fig Carnival   
   

Taree Wild Fig Carnival was held from Wednesday 6th to 

Friday 8th May.  Both Association Singles and Golf 

Croquet Doubles were played on each of the three days.  

The number of entries received for Association Singles 

required two blocks to be formed instead of the one block 

used in the past two years.  Taree hopes this trend 

continues.  One block had a number of high handicap 

players which was good to see.  Each player had five two 

and a half hour games over the 3 days.  In each Block 

there was a clear winner, but the runner-up position was 

much closer. 
 

The Golf Croquet Doubles required one block of seven 

pairs.  A double round robin was played so each player 

had four games on each of the three days.  The last game 

attracted great attention as one pair of the contestants had 

the chance to equal an 8 wins already achieved.  This they 

managed to do - and win the Block with more net points.  

The weather gods smiled on the Carnival this year as fine, 

sunny, warm weather prevailed each day. 
 

A Carnival Dinner was attended by many of the players 

on Thursday evening at the nearby Aquatic Club.  Good 

food and a friendly atmosphere were enjoyed by all.  On 

Friday, after the games were completed, players enjoyed 

more food before Taree Past President, Bill Freeman, 

thanked Taree and Forster members and Carnival players 

who had refereed and the Taree members who had worked 

in the kitchen or set up and dismantled the courts each 

day.  He then presented the winners with their prizes. 

 

Winners and runner-ups were: 

Association Singles: Block A: 

Winner: Jenny Baldwin 

(Forster) 

Runner-up:  Derek burrows (Sawtell ) 

 

 

 

Association Singles: Block B: 

Winner: Janine Crellin 

(Taree) 

Runner-up: Penny Jude 

(Forster ) 

 

 

Golf Croquet Doubles: 

Winners: Lesley 

and Ken Easton (Port 

Macquarie ) 

Runners-up:  Kay 

Barron (EDSACC) and 

Helen Maybury (Taree) 

 

 

Tom Akre 

Carnival Manager 
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Strathfield Club’s  Response to 

Open Letter to Other NSW 

Croquet Players (March Issue 

2015)  

 

WHY DOESN’T CROQUET NSW SUPPORT 

RICOCHET?” 
 

Strathfield Croquet Club found Mike Russo’s letter on the 

topic of Ricochet to be very timely and informative.  

Mike raised important reasons as to why Ricochet is 

gaining popularity, and he identifies some administrative 

restrictions with regard to players.  Such as, NSW players 

needing to affiliate with an interstate croquet Association, 

in order to play Ricochet competitively.  Mike also 

indicated that he would like to see Croquet NSW take the 

lead in formally recognising this game.  In  doing so, 

Croquet NSW would enable NSW Ricochet players to 

partake in state, interstate, and National competitions, 

whilst remaining affiliated to Croquet NSW.  This would 

remove administrative barriers for players. 
 

However, administration barriers also need to be removed 

for coaches who provide players with the basic croquet 

skills which are immediately applied to a game of 

Ricochet.  Whilst focussing on the novice player, coaches 

also do give their time to teaching Ricochet to 

experienced AC and GC players.  Again an effort not 

currently recognised administratively, as an RC logbook 

does not exist.  For example our Club has since 2010 

taught over 400 ACU students the basic set of croquet 

skills.  These students have then applied these skills to a 

supervised Ricochet game (all covered in a 1.5 hour 

session).  
 

We note that when John Riches was Director of Coaching 

in SA, he introduced the game of Ricochet in a 

rudimentary form, so that his new players could 

immediately apply basic skills learnt, to a game.  John 

expressed his view that RC was a rudimentary form of the 

AC Game.  Sadly, not all coaches agree with that stance. 

Also, some coaches, but not all, hold the view that basic 

croquet skills acquisition is essential to all games, 

especially for the novice players.  
 

Our club supports the idea of a survey be undertaken by 

CNSW, and sent to all NSW croquet Clubs, to assess the 

level of interest in Ricochet, and what factors have 

affected the growth of that game in their club (size of their 

club membership; when was RC introduced to their club; 

what percentage of their membership currently play 

Ricochet, and/or would like to learn RC; in what way, do 

other clubs recognise the coaching hours given to basic 

skills coaching and application to an RC game; how many 

RC sessions a week, does their club currently provide? 

How does this compare with time given to other games at 

their club?) 
 

I note that the Qld croquet magazine identified the clubs 

that played Ricochet in their state.  It would certainly be 

most helpful to know which NSW clubs play Ricochet. 

In our Club situation to date, Ricochet has not received 

the attention it deserves.  Whilst it was introduced to our 

club in the same year as GC (2010), it was important to 

develop GC first, as it already had a formal framework 

with CNSW.  As our club numbers have grown, and GC is 

more established, it is now time to focus on Ricochet and 

its growth in our club.  One hopes the process can be 

faster for Ricochet, as croquet associations have already 

developed frameworks for taking new games from local to 

international status.  

 

Kind Regards 

Ruth Bridger (BC, and GC-level 1Coach) 

On behalf of the Management Committee (May, 2015) 

   

   
 

Forging links with U3AForging links with U3AForging links with U3A   
 

At the beginning of 2014 Marrickville Croquet Club was 

looking to improve access to our lawns on weekdays. As 

an active member of U3A (University of the Third Age) 

both as learner and teacher I thought of offering classes 

through the U3A system. 
 

I approached the club who approved and then approached 

U3A.  At first there was some resistance, “We don’t do 

sport” I was told, “but we can take it to the Committee.” 

The Committee quite liked the idea that it would not cost 

them anything and gave tentative approval and I 

completed the necessary paperwork for a course called 

“Have a Crack at Croquet.” 
 

As it was a new venture I figured I might get one or two 

takers to play fortnightly.  However the applications flew 

in and I had to start a waiting list.  Eventually with sixteen 

potential players I decided to run two groups, each 

fortnightly but with me on court every week.  It was hectic 

but fun and I did this for the first semester.  Due to my 

own impending hip surgery I did not run the course in 

second semester but applied through U3A to repeat it in 

2015. 
 

This year the novelty has worn off and I have a much 

smaller group, who wish to play weekly.  I have just re-

advertised in the U3A calendar for the second semester 

this year and hope to pick up more candidates in July.  

The club has charged the normal green fees ($5.00) for 

access to club house, mallets and a cup of tea and biscuit, 

the tuition is provided free, as per U3A rules. 
 

The U3A organisation is a good source of potential 

players and possible new members.  In my blurb for the 

course I said “If you can walk, you can play croquet!” and 

it proved true.  So other clubs might like to follow up this 

potential pool of flamingo flourishers. 

 
 

Janet Ryan  

President Marrickville Club  
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Just ask Peter Smith from the Maitland Club!!!  In a game 

of golf croquet he managed to run hoops 11 and 12 in the 

same turn.  Somehow or other his ball had to pass through 

hoop 11, bend around the centre pin, straighten up and run 

hoop 12 as it continued on its merry way.  Unbelievable 

and totally demoralising for his opponent! 
 

After the horrific storm of the preceding week we were 

extremely lucky to have very good weather for the most 

part.  One can only imagine the chaos of the preceding 

week. 
 

 

 

Pam Ingham (background), 

Christine Pont (Newcastle) 

with Pam Gentle (Maitland) 

& Penny Jude (Forster) 
 

 

 

Monday was doubles day to give everyone a chance to 

become accustomed to the speed of the lawns, two of 

which were dedicated to golf and two to Association.  

Elaine McDiarmid, our ‘master’ Games Captain had 

organised the matches so that each doubles game was 

played with a different partner.  The results show that 

Christine Pont (Newcastle) was the ultimate golf winner, 

while Jenny Baldwin (Forster) took out the prize for 

Association. 
 

Glen Coulton (Toronto) & Fred 

Harvey (Newcastle) discuss options 

 

 

Elaine and her assistants worked 

extremely hard keeping the scores 

posted and ensuring the games were run on time and on 

the correct lawn.  Jill Manton as Tournament Referee had 

organised referees (husband Brian, Elaine and  Pam 

Ingham (Newcastle) along with Pam Durie and Tricia 

Thomas (Toronto) for Association; and Helen Chalmers, 

Judy Chidgey and Helen McKay from our home club for 

golf).  We all felt very sorry for our hard-working Games 

Captain, Elaine, because there were a number of 

extremely late cancellations and she had to use all of her 

persuasive skills to ensure that we had someone to “fill the 

gaps” left in the golf draw.   What a nightmare that was 

for her!! 
 

Mary Takiwa, Shirley Brien and Judy Chidgey (when not 

refereeing) and their able assistants ensured we were all 

“watered and fed” and no one could complain about the 

sandwiches or the wide range of cakes and slices, coffee 

and tea which were able to be supplied to everyone. 

 

Results of the competitions were (winner and runner-up 

respectively):- 
  

Association Singles  
Group 1: John Levick (Newcastle), Peter Montague 

(Killara) 
 

Group 2: Glen Coulton (Toronto), Terry Cheetham 

(Newcastle) 
 

Golf Singles  

Group 1: Peter Smith (Maitland), Christine Pont 

(Newcastle) 
 

Group 2: Helen Enright (Branxton), Sally Atkins 

(Orange). 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Edman shows his style while Billl Munns displays his smile 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mary Takiwa and John Ferris a well earned break 

(All photos above courtesy of Peter Smith, Maitland CC) 

 

What a gesture Joy Lockett made.  Without a roof on her 

home, which suffered major damage in the massive 

storm,  she still showed up daily to work on the golf 

croquet scores.  Helen Chalmers also suffered roof and 

water damage and she was there every day refereeing.  

What dedicated members we have!!   From the photos 

below of Joy’s roof and lounge chair you’ll appreciate 

the effort she made to be there 

 

 
A gaping hole where the roof used 

to be. 

 

 

 

 
Not a good place to nap by the TV!!  

(Photos supplied by Joy) 

. 
 

 

Pam Ingham – Treasurer & Newsletter Editor 
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On Sunday 12 April some normally inaccessible working sections of the 

Sydney harbour foreshore were opened up to the general public.  So from 

the White Bay passenger terminal all the way around to the Fish Markets at 

Pyrmont, there were exhibitions, activities, and tours encompassing 

everything from dog shows to demonstrations of sea-defence pile driving.  

Special ferries were laid on to bring revellers from the city, and one of the 

main stops was at Glebe Island which has recently become the home of the 

huge temporary Entertainment and Exhibition centre.  Croquet NSW was given the opportunity to set up a demonstration 

and ‘Have a Go’ activity just where the ferries were coming in. 
 

The organisers of the event set up a near perfect lawn for us; a great location right on the end of the peninsula with almost 

360 degree views sweeping out towards the harbour bridge, a surface of astro turf which played true and flat, a lovely 

white picket fence and hay bales and tents as the trimmings.  It was certainly novel to play croquet next to fire tugs in 

action.  As usual, several volunteers from many clubs gave their time to help out on the activity and they were rewarded 

with great views and enthusiastic participation from the public.  Volunteers were: Maria Morton (Warrawee), Gareth 

Denyer (Sutherland/Marrickville), CNSW President Tony MacArthur (Sutherland), Marlene Smith & Stephanie Smith 

(both from Strathfield) and Heather Smallbone, Roberta Flint and Charles Britton ( Marrickville/Strathfield Clubs). 
 

On this occasion, we were keen to show off the thoughtful and tactical nature of our sport, so we downplayed the idea of 

getting people to merely shoot at hoops and, instead, got them to play real, competitive games of golf croquet.  Setting up 

a bit of inter-friend or family competition worked very well at engaging interest and getting people to think about the 

layers of tactical complexity that characterise genuine GC matches. 
 

The surface was even good enough for us to exhibit jump shots, stop shots, long roquets and subtle ‘jawsings’, and for it 

to be realistic for us to encourage participants to try these for themselves. 

 

Some Brazilian visitors also treated us to a selection of their silky ball skills – only not with a mallet!  Instead they gave 

us a display of samba style ball juggling, perhaps the first time Dawson Internationals have been flicked from the heel to 

the back of the neck and rolled down the arm back onto the instep…  No doubt if you tried THAT in a game of GC, there 

would be a free shot or two for your opponent…. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
A jump shot is demonstrated by 

Tony McArthur watched by Roberta 

Flint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How about this for the site of new 

Headquarters? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Brazilian Boys  

 

 

Gareth Denyer 

Photos: Roberta Flint & Gareth Denyer 
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