
 

 

 
       

                                                         
                    MORE ON CANNONS. 
 

In the last edition I gave what is a general overview of what a player is trying to achieve by constructing a canon – and that is 
to get the croqueted ball and the target all out into the court.  However, while it is relatively easy to achieve this, the more 
important object is to get the two balls into positions that are useful to you.  
 
 I suppose many of you have played a “Banana Cannon” during a game, but if you have a choice between the ‘banana’ and 
the ‘wafer’ – pick the ‘wafer’ every time. The ‘banana’ has its uses, and is handy to have in your repertoire of skills, but it has 
its disadvantages too.  It is the one cannon that leaves a ball behind (after you’ve just been told that a cannon moves all balls 
out into the court!), but sometimes it is a necessary stroke when you really desperately need a good rush on the 3rd ball.  
Another possible problem is that when you measure the croqueted ball in, it impinges on the rushline!   
 
 Banana Cannon                                

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 
 

Wafer Cannon                  Fig.2      ‘C’ – croqueted ball,    ‘S” –  striker ball,  ‘3’ – 3rd     

 

As in all cannons, first place the striker ball against the croqueted ball and then place the 
third ball as close as possible to the striker ball, without touching it – hence the name 
‘wafer’.  This gap can be as big or as small as you want it. As you experiment with this, 
you will see the impact of varying the space between striker and third ball.  If you swing 
along  the line ‘R’  with a firm stroke (with follow-through) you will get a rush, but you 
will need to give it extra power, because you are also moving ‘C’.   The disadvantage of 
this cannon is the possibility that the croqueted ball will go out over the boundary.  You 
need to think about whether you should have the croqueted ball to the right or left of the 
striker ball.  If the use of the ‘wafer’ cannon is too dangerous, revert back to the ‘banana’  

          cannon to get your rush. 
 
Probably the most used cannon is the Corner 1 cannon.  It is a perfect vehicle for loading hoop 2 with a pioneer ball and 
getting the third ball on the playing side of hoop 1.  If you can master this stroke, you have the makings of at least a 3-ball 
break, which with luck, you can expand into a 4-ball break. 
 
Corner 1 Cannon                      
    Fig. 3   The striker ball is placed against the croqueted ball in a line 

About 1 metre to the left of Hoop 2. 
The third ball is placed in contact with the croqueted ball so that a right-angle (90o) is   
formed by the line running through the centres of S-C and C-3. 
The ‘line of aim’ is now through the centres of S-C and the ‘line of swing’  (where you 
swing your mallet )is towards the peg and hoop 6.  However, you will need to practice this 
 ‘line of swing’ to see what suits you – I have found that my own‘line of swing’ is closer to 
hoop 6 than to the peg!  
                                          
 

Depending on your competence in stroke-making, you can use either a drive or a stopshot for this cannon – again you have to 
work out for yourself which stroke give you the result you want.     
 
Once you are confident with this cannon, the bonus you get is that this cannon can be repeated from corner 3 (to load hoop 4 
and go to Hoop 3, so you are really getting two for the price of one!   
           Continued on Page 19 
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This year's winner was Craig Currie who 

has been another consistent performer.  
Craig has played in 15 of the 17 Brutus 
Plate's but never taken out a final before. 

 
Besides some great croquet, high-lights of 

the day included a fabulous barbecue 
courtesy of the Summers' family with 
delicious salads provided by visitors, walks to 
the wilderness bunkhouse and beyond, a dip 
in the river for some of the more 
adventurous children, sighting of a very 
large black snake which seemed rather 
concerned that its habitat had been 
invaded by so many people and a hilarious 
moment when a horse helped itself to corn 
chips, spicy dip and watermelon when no-
one was looking. 

 
Next year's (2007) 18th Brutus Plate will be 

held at Craig and Donna Currie's place. 
 
 
PS  Perhaps Margaret will let us know the 

outcome of the current year’s battle in due 
course.  

 

 
Margaret Thompson of Nelson Bay Croquet Club 
supplied this article for the March 2007 
Newsletter.  However, the article was misplaced 
and is submitted here for its interest.  This battle 
took place in England and shows the lengths to 
which some croquet players will go to 
demonstrate their skills and determination. 
 
 
 
 
More than 50 people gathered for this 

year's (2006) Brutus Plate bush croquet 
tournament held at Terry and Gay 
Summers' property "Inglewood" on 
Sunday. Gay was last year's winner and 
therefore host of this year's 17th annual 
event.  The stunning location at the 
headwaters of the Cudgegong River above 
Dunns Swamp inspired course official, 
Sam Hamilton to pull something special 
out of the box for the final round after a 
num-ber of heats and semi-finals. 

 
Hit-off was from on top of a sand-stone 

pagoda across the river and through the 
first hoop. The finish was just as daunting - 
up a stone gully and over a scrubby 
saddle.  

 
Surprisingly, a number of players were 

neck-and-neck at the finish, including 
previous multiple winner, Mike Pridmore, 
his brother Ralph and Jim Dunn who has 
been one of the most consistent 
finalists over the years but just hasn't 
been lucky enough to take out the event 
previously.   

 

 

Battle for Brutus Plate  
By BRENT BARLOW 

Fig.1.  ‘S’ – striker ball   ‘C’ – croqueted ball   ‘3’ – third ball 
Note that ‘C” must be placed so that it projects over the line of centres of the other 2 
balls. 
The ‘line of aim’ and ‘line of swing’ is through the line shown on diagram.   
Tap ‘S” gently so that ‘C’ falls to one side (to the left in this diagram) – that is the 
croquet stroke and you have not come into contact with ‘3’ at this stage. 
Now you can rush ‘3’ to another position on the court and then take croquet from it. 

S 



 

 

From the President 
 
The recent Australian Golf Croquet 
Championships were most successful.  New South 
Wales players were involved in each game of the 
final day.  
Congratulations to the following players: 

John Levick (National Park ):  Runner up Open 
Singles 
 

Tony Hall (Canberra) :  4th Open Singles 

Martyn Prins (Mosman)  Winner ‘Y’ 

John Compton (Maitland) Winner ‘Z’ 

Bill Hardie (Toronto) Winner Plate 
 
The inaugural Interstate competition was a very 
close event with three states winning four tests.  
On a count back of matches the winner was 
Victoria with 38, Western Australia followed with 
32 and New South Wales was third with 31. 
 
My sincere thanks must go to those clubs who 
provided their facilities, to those who worked so 
hard to ensure the success and to the members of 
each club for giving up their croquet ‘fix’ for the 
duration. 
 
On Saturday 13th October I was present at the 
celebrations of Tamworth Croquet Clubs 75th 
birthday and since then I have also visited 
Canberra, Bundanoon, Young and Wagga Wagga 
clubs.  Thank you to all those clubs for their warm 
welcome. 
 
An information pack for tournament managers has 
been prepared with the assistance of the 
tournament committee and the Executive.  The 
changes planned for 2008 have necessitated 
different forms and reporting methods.  I would 
like to present this to all the clubs.  If your club is 
prepared to host one of these information sessions 
please contact me on 49300733 or email 
gjmcd@hunterlink.net.au. 
 
Finally my best wishes to you and your families 
for the coming festive season and I trust we all 
have a successful 2008. 
 
 

Jacky McDonald 
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Editorial 
 
One of the things that strikes me as I read through the 
various articles submitted for the Newsletter is just 
how much inter-club activity takes place.  Even in this 
one quarter, many clubs have hosted visitors from 
around New South Wales, with the following being 
represented either for socialisation or competition:   
Bathurst, Blue Mountains, Bundanoon, Canberra, 
Chatswood, Cheltenham, Coogee, Dubbo, Eastwood, 
Forster, Gloucester, Jamberoo, Killara, Lismore, 
Maitland, Manly, Mosman, Murwillumbah, Nelson 
Bay, Orange,  Port Macquarie, Sawtell, Southern 
Highlands, Sutherland, Sydney, Tamworth, Taree, 
Toronto, Urunga, Wagga Wagga, Warrawee, 
Woolgoolga, Young.  An impressive list and there 
may well be other clubs involved but not actually 
mentioned in the dispatches received!   Some clubs 
which run annual events are now finding that they 
have “too many entries” which is surely a sign of a 
healthy croquet association.  Several clubs have 
reported on their interaction with the local community.  
There is even a break with tradition this year in that 
our annual Christmas and Presentation Party is being 
held at the Cheltenham Croquet Club, rather than at 
Tempe.  
 
This edition of the Newsletter goes to press before the 
results of the Federal Election will be known.  We are 
being bombarded from all sides but let us just hope 
that the team that wins will do the best they can for all 
Australians, to keep this country of ours the wonderful 
place it is, until the next time we face more of the 
same campaigning! 
   Wendy Fothergill 
 
 
Once again we have met our 
deadlines and this Newsletter is 
due to be posted in late November. 
We thank all those clubs who have 
given us such interesting 
contributions  
 
“Croquet 2008” the Yearbook of 
Croquet NSW, is now available. 
Copies are due to be sent with 
this Newsletter to all clubs and to 
the Secretaries for distribution to 
those members who have pre-
ordered. 
 
To those who have not ordered, we will have some 
copies available for sale for $14 plus GST $1.40 plus 
postage 
   John Hanscomb (Co-editor and Records Officer) 
 

Contd from p.18 
Is this the answer to the question of what croquet players should wear to attract more members, particularly younger ones? 
It may help to entice spectators—but will it enhance the play? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perhaps the last word on this matter—well, at least as far as this publication is concerned: 
 
“..as for allowing/encouraging “trendier” clothes, I can’t think of a worse ides.  Cricket and tennis … are in the unfortunate 
position of needing to attract mindless audience who pay entry fees to watch them.  Surely croquet can afford to be more 
discriminating.  The idea of our ageing competitors trying to look “trendy” is simply horrifying”. 
 
No doubt more could be said on all this—but really, clothes definitely do NOT make the game, certainly the game of 
croquet! 

 Continued from Page 20 
 
Second corner Cannon. 

                       Fig. 4  This is also a ‘right-angle’ cannon modified to make it 
work    across the width of the court to Hoop 3. 
                 In this instance we need to move the croqueted ball the  
                   greater distance, so we must put more emphasis on the  
                energy going to that ball.  Still set the balls in the right-angle, 
             but your ‘line of swing’ is going to be towards Hoop 2.  It 
                  is recommended that a drive or a roll be used – again you  
  have to find out which suits you and adjust your strength 
  to achieve the distances. 
 

 
Mastering these cannons will only come from practicing them.  It is a disaster waiting to happen if you wait until 
you are in an important game, and then try them!  You are not only trying something which you are not 
confident about, you are also increasing the amount of mental pressure you’re putting on yourself at a critical 
moment of the game.  Once you have the slightest foreboding that things may not work out – take it from me – 
they wont!  If you are keen to include these strokes into your game you must be prepared to give yourself some 
quality time on the court.  Don’t try to perfect every cannon in one session.   
 
Go prepared to practice one cannon – set it up, take a ‘line of swing’ and see the result.  Then repeat this line of 
swing and see if you get the same result.  If you do, but the balls don’t go exactly where you had in mind, reset 
the cannon, adjust your ‘line of swing’ and compare the result – maybe you might also have to slightly alter the 
line of aim – you see I’ve only been able to give you the ‘skeleton’ – you have to add the ‘flesh’ by developing 
your own cannon.   
 
Only by doing this will you find the exact line of aim and line of swing that suits you – once you’ve got that 
firmly set in your mind – bring on the cannons! 
 
Betty Brown 
 
 
 

 
 

A very Merry 
Xmas and all the 
best for the New 
Year to all our 
readers 
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Do clothes maketh the man—or in this case, the game? 
 
In the Chairman’s Column of the Croquet Gazette (Aug/Oct 2007), Jonathan Isaacs of Nottingham wrote:  “If we really do want 
to attract youth into our game I believe we seriously need to question the image we portray to the outside world… Should we 
start considering trendier clothes for tournament players?  Do whites have to be sacrosanct?  Cricket and tennis are sports that 
have adopted trendier dress codes.  Has the time come when we should consider whether a similar change would benefit our 
sport?”  This comment has led to a spate of email responses, some of which are shown below. 
 
 

Port Macquarie’s 2nd Golf Croquet 
Carnival 

(19th to 21st September, 2007) 
 

As the day drew nearer, the days grew longer and over 
30 entrants descended on a sunny and warm Port 
Macquarie. 

It was the Club’s second Golf Croquet Carnival.  Many 
other clubs in NSW are so envious of our location that 
they flock to our carnival.  So high were their 
expectations that they arrived at least a day before play 
commenced. 
 
Clubs included the Blue Mountains, Gloucester, 
Maitland, Nelson Bay, Taree, Toronto, Urunga and 
Warrawee. Three days of intensive competition were 
played in 6 handicap groups.  
 
The results were: 
Singles: 
Block A: 1st - Joe Dimech (Taree), 2nd - Bob Hokin 
(Taree) 
Block B: 1st - Stewart Parkes (Port Macquarie), 2nd - 
Peter Smith (Maitland) 
Block C: 1st - Yvonne Bagnall (Gloucester), 2nd - Lyn 
Dimech (Taree) 
Block D: 1st - Elsina Dilley (Maitland), 2nd - Margaret 
Leese (Urunga) 
Block E: 1st - Maryanne Sharwood (Urunga), 2nd - 
Barbara Piggott (Urunga) 
Block F: 1st - Robert Leese (Urunga), 2nd - Doreen 
Parkinson (Port Macquarie) 
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Doubles: 
Block A: 1st - Bill Blaikie (Taree) and Barrie Carter 
(Nelson Bay) 
Block B: 1st - Margaret Pedemont (Toronto) and 
Barry Wells (Maitland) 
Block C: 1st - Margaret Leese (Urunga) and Doug 
Parkinson (Port Macquarie) 
Block D: 1st - Shirley Page (Toronto) and Mollie 
Bird (Port Macquarie) 
Block E: 1st - Dion Stump (Warrawee) and Jean 
Green (Port Macquarie) 
 
After the serious competition had concluded players 
were invited to take part in some fun games on the 
lawns. 
 

Our sole sponsors, Broadwater Gardens, Port 
Macquarie, were very generous, even to the extent 
of providing perfect weather. Trophies and prizes 
were presented by Gary Murcott, from Broadwater 
Gardens, in our Buller Street clubhouse. He 
congratulated the club on its happy and successful 
carnival. This was followed by the usual gourmet 
supper. 

 

 

Valé  
 

Daphne Hannon, long time member of 
Southern Highlands Croquet Club,  

 passed away peacefully on 6 October. 
We extend our sympathy to Daphne’s family 

and friends 
 

 

 
 
Gary Murcott 
presents Joe 
Dimech with 
Perpetual Trophy 

What an outlook! 

Watching play from the shelter 

What was he say-
ing? 

..Whites were rarely worn until after 

WWII.  Part of the thinking behind their 

introduction was to give some appearance 

of it being a serious game and not just a 

frivolous pastime.  I think this justification 

still applies—it’s difficult enough anyway 

to get the press and outsiders to take the 

game seriously as it is. 

Professional cricket has completely lost 
its way apparel wise.  As any fool knows, 
the game should be played in white, and 
with one or two discreet items of 
protection (pads, Box).  To play it in 
garish dayglow colours and with what 
amounts to a suit of armour is completely 
missing the point  …, being to provide a 
pleasant backdrop, a rural spectacle on the 
village green, not some nasty squalid 
competitive thing where the deepest 
values of the game are abandoned…. 
They take it all far to seriously and have 
lost the spirit of the game. 

I think the restriction of wearing pre-dominantly whites for tournaments should be dropped.  Seeing as the sup-posedly whites some of the players wear is a joke, more like dirty cream or washed out grey, I don’t see why we can’t wear smart colourful attire akin to the professional golfers.  The trouble is, if the rules were changed, what would I do with my wardrobe full of whites.  I could still wear them of course, which would mean me being the only one in whites.  That in itself could be quite novel. I have been fortunate to play for the CA 
against Ireland and Scotland and the Irish 
wore a green top and the Scots a blue top. I 
suppose the Welsh would wear a red top but 
if not then England should commandeer the 
red if only in memory of '66 and all that. 
Wales have worn red shirts in the Home 
Internationals for a number of  
years. 
 
 On The Gold Coast all the clubs have their 
own colours which they proudly wear for 
their Pennant Tournament matches. So 
maybe the one answer could be for 
individual clubs here to have their own 
colours.  But hey .... let us go softly into this 
era .......solid colours only! 
 
 If any of you are ever lucky enough to get to 
the great state of Queensland and visit The 
Gold Coast you will be most welcome at any 
of their five croquet clubs. But a word of 
advice - do not wear a white top at Palm 
Beach - they have some nasty little bugs that 
devour anything in white. I must remember 
to pack a red top - I'll be playing there on 
Wednesday! 

I seem to recall that the WCF decided that players 
could wear the official colours of the country they 
represent or that country’s uniform.   

Down here in the hotter parts of Australia (and I guess from seeing those uniforms across 
the ditch in NZ) all our sports manufacturers offer materials with both a sun safe and spe-
cial ‘breezecool’ properties which allow for the wicking of excess moisture away from the 
body whilst allowing air flow across the flesh.  Simply put this means you can wear what-
ever colour your little heart desires with little ill effect.    ..Only days ago I was shown a 
shirt which it was claimed has properties which ward off flies!  Boy do want one of those 
when next I visit  Rich River!  I hear a business opportunity calling…. 

... it appears that the habit of wearing whites for croquet 
was imported from the USA in the 1950's by people like Solo-
mon (or so I gather from previous postings to this list). I 
suppose it would have had natural support in Britain because 
of the connections with tennis, cricket and bowls (although 
bowls uniforms are often grey). In the States, the whites 
habit seems to be far more ingrained. At Sonoma this year I 
was surprised that the 800 people who turned up for the cro-
quet-themed charity auction knew essentially one thing about 
croquet - that it was the "done thing" to wear white. I got 
the impression from the USCA's magazine that the fashion for 
white can be traced to the expensive fashionable areas of 
Long Island in the 1920's - the Gatsby world…. 

... in Australia it is no longer an issue. 

 More than 20 years ago we removed all dress regulations with the  following results: 
 
1.  It did not lead to a sudden increase in membership of people who  had been "put off" by the requirement to wear whites. 
2.  Many players still wear whites (or predominantly whites) in  summer, but they do it because they want to, not because they are   
being dictated to. 
3.  The croquet system has not collapsed (yet).  People enjoy playing  as much as they ever did, and some (like me) enjoy it more.  We 
do not have to worry about whether our whites will be clean and ready to wear every time we go out to play. 
4.  It is easier to tell which team players belong to, as many wear club colours. 
5.  Referees are easier to find, because they are asked not to wear whites, but to wear something distinctive. 
6.  A number of players play in jeans and T-shirts, while many wear shorts.  I often wear very short athletic-style shorts. 
 
 I have heard very little criticism of the change after it was brought in, and I think it would be hard to find players who would want to go   
back to an imposed uniform, whether white or any other colour. 

Cotinued on p. 19 



 

 

  VISIT THE CNSW   
WEB SITE @ 

http://www.croquet-nsw.com 

Honour for a Wagga Wagga Club Member 
 
On Friday 21st September the Wagga Daily 
Advertiser  presented its monthly and annual Sports 
Awards for the preceding twelve months. The 
Senior Sportsperson for October 2006 was our 91 
year old Kath Black, seen here holding her award.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kath spent the day at School for Seniors (including 
old time dancing), Friday night at the Gala Dinner 
and Saturday at the Croquet Club for a two hour 
singles game of Association Croquet on a half court 
and two 13-hoop games of Golf Croquet on the full 
court. You can’t keep a good woman down, 
especially one who neither looks nor acts her age! 

Page  4 Page  17 

Contribution received from Fay Simpson,  Killara Croquet Club 
 
Readers might  enjoy the following which came to me through our Treasurer, David Say.  It was sent to him by a former 
journalist called Robert Darroch who, David says, should be acknowledged as the author: 
 
I had always aspired to join Hurlingham, having first seen it in 1965, on our first visit to London, when a school-friend of 
Sandra’s had her wedding reception there.  (I recall seeing a whole ox being roasted on a spit in the grounds, and thought: 
“This is the sort of club I want to belong to.”)  Hurlingham itself is a wonderful phenomenon, and is almost worth living 
in London for (it is certainly a considerable compensation for that otherwise severe deprivation). 
 
It boasts a mini-golf course, a cricket oval, a polo ground, about 40 tennis courts – grass and carpet - several squash 
courts, an indoor swimming pool, gym, three or four croquet lawns, several bars and bistros, a sumptuous dining room, a 
conservatory, numerous receptions areas, etc, etc, etc.  Admittedly, croquet is a complex and sophisticated pastime (with 
its own arcane nomenclature), especially when practised at the top level.  Some have even called it, with some 
justification, the most vicious game in world sport. 
 
There is certainly a stark contrast between its apparent bucolic ambiance, and the tigerish nature of its (non-social) 
competitiveness. I saw this contrast, most memorably, when, in the mid-1980s, I was a spectator at a previous British 
Open Croquet Championship, then also held at Hurlingham.  We found some empty deck-chairs (it was high summer) on 
the surrounds of the main croquet lawn, in front of the spacious, Georgian-facaded club-house, about 50 yards from the 
grey, swirling, turbid Thames. 
 
I suppose there were about a few score of other chaps and chapesses there, sipping Pimms and G&Ts, and observing the 
ostensibly languid proceedings.  Yet the event was a most serious one, for it was the final, between the reigning British 
champion, and a challenger from New Zealand.  The two finalists could not have been more of a contrast 
 
The reigning British champion was a fashion-plate of sartorial correctness – full-length, stiffly-creased creams, white 
canvas shoes, a striped tie, old-school-cap, and a demeanour that spoke of a well-spent youth on the manicured croquet 
lawns of innumerable English country houses. 
 
The Kiwi, on the other hand, was about 25, thin as a rake, with a ponytail, and sported a pair of white mini-shorts that a 
dolly-bird would have been proud of. 
 
This was, patently, a battle between the Old World and the New. 
 
They each had been given cute little striped tents as their separate pavilions at either diagonal of the square croquet lawn.  
A polite clap, the occasional “Well done, old chap”, and the recurring clack-clunck of mallet on ball, and ball on ball, 
were the only sounds to be heard, as battle was joined.  (It was, to the non-aficionado, rather like watching tortoises 
copulate, as the one waited patiently in his pavilion, while the other one strutted his stuff on the verdant Hurlingham 
grass). 
 
But it was soon clear that the Antipodean was winning. 
 
The Brit hardly budged from his tent, while the pony-tailed one went about his business as if he were doing a spot of 
Sunday gardening, potting a geranium here, and trimming an herbaceous border there, as he guided the white croquet 
balls through the various hoops.  It was too one-sided to bear, so after an hour or so, we went off for tea and tiffin in the 
conservatory. 
 
Later, in the evening, we saw on BBC news the new champion, from the Land of the Long White Cloud, being 
interviewed.  He metaphorically licked his lips at the memory of his triumph on the sedate Hurlingham lawns 
 
“It was better that sex,” he confided to the interviewer. 
 
    Which left some listeners wondering what particular “six” he was referring to!! 

 
 
 

Snippets from Jamberoo Club 
 

In September we hosted a group from the Kiama Downs 
Ladies Probus.  Despite the cold wind they were able to 
enjoy some basic instruction and play a couple of games of 
golf croquet.  Many thanks to the volunteers who gave up a 
morning to make this event a success.  Hopefully we will 
have inspired a few of the ladies to join our club.  
 
The Southern Highlands Club at Exeter invited five of our 
club members, together with Nowra, to participate in a day 
of Gate Ball demonstrated by members of Canberra Gate 
Ball Team.   Our players came away quite impressed and we 
will try to organise a day at our club so all members can see 
what it is all about. 
 
Jamberoo hosted the Morton Park Shield between 
Bundanoon and Jamberoo on Friday 28th September and it 
resulted in a dead heat.  Jamberoo and Bundanoon won 4 
games each and scored exactly the same number of points so 
it was decided to share the shield for 6 months each. 
 
David Archer & Sandra Howe (B)  11   
V David Simmonds & John Griffiths (J) 18 
 

Leila Merson (B)    11  
V Brian Colquhoun (J)   12 
  

Ian McClelland (B)    9  
V Diana Chafer (J)    7 
 

Jan King (B)     16  
V Marilyn Benson (J)    11 
 

David Archer (B)    20  
v David Simmonds    13 
 

Charles Cook (B)    21  
V Len Chafer  (J)    12 
 

Sandra Howes (B)    9   
V John Griffiths (J)    17 
 

Ian McClelland & Jan King (B)  5   
V Brian Colquhoun & Diana Chafer (J) 12 
 

Well done everyone.  
 
SOME LESSONS FOR LIFE 
 

Lending money to friends and relatives causes them to get 
amnesia 

No situation is so bad that losing your temper won't make it 
worse 

A minute of extra thinking beforehand can save hours of 
worry later 

Be open-minded, but not so open-minded that your brains 
fall out 

Keep your words soft and tender because tomorrow you 
may have to eat them 

Opportunities are never lost; someone will always take the 
one you missed 

If you are still talking about what you did yesterday, you 
haven't done much today! 

Kath Black 
 
Just how does one describe a lady  
playing still at ninety-two?  
Kath’s a Wagga Croquet treasure,  
please believe me it is true.  
 

Kath learned croquet years ago  
and still she doesn’t miss a chance  

of playing; but she also loves  
to join in any old-time dance. 

 
Her daughters take her travelling - 
New Zealand was a recent place 
She visited and toured around; 
She keeps up quite a youthful pace. 
 

Of course she still lives on her own, 
Garens, shops, cooks every mean. 

An independent lovely lady 
worth the high regard we feel. 

 
  Her wit is quick, her eyes are sharp; 

 no glasses has she on her nose. 
 Her ball runs through the hoops with ease. 
 Just where she aims the ball it goes. 

Nola Scott composed this verse tribute to 
Kath Black of Wagga Wagga Club. 



 

 

LISMORE VISIT TO MURWILLUMBAH 
 

 On November the 2nd the Murwillumbah Croquet Club had their annual visit of players from Lismore to 
contest the combined Lismore/Murwillumbah Shield. Each year the two Clubs alternate venues for this event and 
2007 was our turn. 
 
 In the morning we played Association Advanced Doubles, and two games of singles.  Eight visitors combined 
against eight Murwillumbah players to do their best to win the back the Shield.  Alas, to no avail.  The Shield has 
been returned to its favourite spot on our wall to await Lismore’s efforts in 2008 on their home grounds. 
 
 After lunch we again went out to play, singles this time, and on my lawn I can report a very exciting finish.  
Dick Smith (Lismore) with partner Rodney Kendall, appeared to have it in the bag against my partner Graham Scott 
(M’bah)and me, until Graham, realising time was fast running out, made a break of twelve in what must have been 
five minutes, bringing us up level to Dick and partner Rodney.  Then having to play until a hoop is scored, Rodney 
was blessed with a rush from hoop four to hoop five allowing him to send the ball through quite safely.  A lovely 
exciting finish to a great day. 
 
Marj Kersey 
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SUTHERLAND CROQUET CLUB FRIENDSHIP DAY 
 
 
Oh what a dreary day August 18 started out to be; it was bleak, 
cold and wet and it was to be our friendship day. 
 
Fortunately croquet players are not put off easily, our club 
members rallied to the call and stalwarts from Southern 
Highlands, Jamberoo and Manly came hoping Sutherland could 
pull a little bit of blue sky out of the hat. However this was not 
possible, but this group of players turned the day into a bright 
day filled with laughter, fun and friendship. 

 
 
 
Some brave hardy souls 
managed about an hour of 
croquet, and a drenching. The 
rest of the day was spent 
playing cribbage, scrabble, 
scotland yard, trivial pursuit, 
and upwords and swapping 
plenty of yams.  
 
 
We stopped for a lovely BBQ 
lunch finishing our luncheon 

with plenty of homemade cakes and of course Mary's wonderful 
rock cakes. 
All too soon the day ended and in spite of the torrential rain all 
agreed the day was a great success. 
We do hope to see all our friends again next year under blue 
skies.                Ros Johnstone 

39TH MANLY SEA BREEZE CARNIVAL 
 
This tournament was held from 28th September to 7th October in brilliant weather and 
seemed to be enjoyed by all 36 participants – 24 of whom were from other clubs in 
N.S.W., 1 from Queensland and 11 from Manly.  For the first time we included Golf 
Croquet - a Doubles event which, in spite of limited numbers entering, was enjoyed by 
those who did enter and hopefully will set the scene for both Singles and Doubles events 

next year – which will be our 40th and something of a milestone for Manly CC.  Our membership now comprises just 
about half-and-half Association and Golf Croquet players. 
 
After a virtual absence of 10 years due to other commitments, one of our top Association players, David 
Berckelman, returned to walk away with both the Prestige, Gold and Handicap Singles events, causing some 
controversy with regard to his handicap having been “guessed” at 7.  This is now being rectified for future events. 
 
Results of the Carnival: 

Prestige Singles: Winner:  David Berckelman  Runner-up:  Michael Bidencope (Tamworth) 
Gold Singles: Winner:  David Berckelman  Runner-up:  Michael Mills (Manly)  
Silver Singles: Winner:  William Gilchrist (Mosman)  Runner-up:  Alfred James (Chatswood) 
Bronze Singles: Winner:  Grahame Litchfield (Broadbeach, Qld)  Runner-up:  Lindsay Thompson (Mosman) 
Handicap Singles: Winner:  David Berckelman  Runner-up:  Warren Yates (Mosman)  
Handicap Doubles:  Winners: Barbara Chiswell/  Runners-up:  Harry Taylor (Coogee)/ 
                  Mary Gibson                          Peg Jones (Manly) 
Armstrong Trophy:  Winners: Patricia Goldrick (Killara)/  Runners-up:   Ron Humpherson (Chatswood)/ 
               Greg Deakin (Eastwood)       Peg Jones (Manly) 
   
Golf Croquet Doubles: 
 Winners:  Ros Johnstone (Sutherland)/John Krone (Manly) 
 Runners up:  David Brook/Lindsay Thompson (Mosman)     
 
 
Peg Jones 
Manly                  

CANBERRA CROQUET CLUB 
80TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

 
Canberra Croquet Club will be proudly celebrating this landmark event on 9th March 2008.  
The club has come along way since it was opened in 1928 by Lady Butters who “rolled the first ball”.   
This was followed by “four heats of golf croquet” and a  “twelve stroke game” 
Why not visit your National Capital at one of the best times of the year and join us for 

 
A FESTIVAL OF CROQUET 

 
                        We are planning a wide range of activities which will include: 

• Exhibition matches of Association, Golf Croquet and Gateball. 
• Celebrity Golf Croquet matches and “Come and Try” are also planned. 

• Food and Drinks available 
• Time: 10.00am to 4.00pm 

 
Where:  At the club at Coronation Drive, Yarralumla. ACT 
Contact the club for any information and updates on (02 62731030) or visit our website: 
www.canberracroquet.org.au 

Article provided by Christine Payne, Canberra Croquet Club 
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Mid North Coast Croquet Council 
(MNCCC) District Championships 

On 26th and 27th October the Port Macquarie Croquet Club 
ran the MNCCC Golf Croquet and Association Croquet 
District Championships. The Croquet Clubs from Forster, 
Gloucester, Port Macquarie and Taree form the MNCCC, 
which celebrates its 50th Anniversary in January 2008. 

 
Port Macquarie won both the singles and 
doubles in golf croquet, with Forster the 
runners-up. The Port Macquarie Singles 
team were Maurice Avery, Bridget Earle 
and Stewart Parkes. The doubles pairs 
were Bridget Earle and Stewart Parkes, 
Susan Klecka and Maurice Avery and 
Doreen and Doug Parkinson. 
 
In Association Croquet the divisional 
winners (pictured below) were: 
Division 1: Winner – Bill Blaikie (Taree);   
 Runner-up – Larry Bryant (Port Macquarie) 
Division 2: Winner – John Wellard (Taree);   
 Runner-up – Sue Moss (Port Macquarie) 
Division 3: Winner – Penny Jude (Forster);   
 Runner-up – Lynette Bryant (Port Macquarie) 
Division 4: Winner – John Coates (Forster);   
 Runner-up – Peter Nunn (Port Macquarie) 

 
 
 
 

Bridget Earle 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Port Macquarie Croquet Club 
 

What a lot of balls! 
 

Not singles or doubles but treble golf croquet was played 
at The Carnival of the Pines fund raising day held in aid of 
Rotary Lodge. 

 
In order to raise as much money as 
possible for this noble cause, lots 
of club members were required to 
play the game, hence the triple 
play.  
 

 
 

Mr David Symons of Rotary 
Lodge, came to the Buller 
Street Clubhouse to receive a 
cheque for $400 from the 
Club. A modest sum, but 
raised solely by the 
contributions of the 
members of the day. 
 
Stewart Parkes 
President 

SCHOOLS GOLF CROQUET 
TOURNAMENT  –  
WAGGA WAGGA 

 
Wagga Wagga CC held its first Golf Croquet 
Tournament for school students on Thursday 20 
September. The club has provided croquet as a school 
sport for a number of years and saw this as an 
extension of this program. 
 
Promotional flyers were distributed to local primary 
and secondary schools in the hope of attracting 
entries. The event proved so popular entries had to be 
restricted to 40 students. One school had 66 students 
applying to attend and was required to hold a ballot to 
choose their 16 representatives. 
 
To allow for maximum participation doubles games 
were played on half courts. Four of the local 
secondary schools attended and gave positive 
feedback. For one group of students, the day was their 
first visit to a croquet club.  
 

After half an hour of tuition they were raring to go. 
Each doubles pair played 
four games in a round 
robin format before lunch. 
A knockout series of semi 
finals followed, with each 
school having at least one 
team in the semis.   
 
 

 
 

Due to the popularity of 
the day this event will 
proceed in 2008 with 
each school participating 
holding an intra school 
carnival to select their 
representatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peter Lloyd 

 
Photos by Jim Nicholls 
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Wagga Wagga - Young  
Friendship Day 

  
On 13th September Wagga Croquet Club hosted a visit from 
Young Croquet Club for a Friendship Day. A great day was had 
by all 12 participants from each Club, 4 playing Association 
Croquet and 8 Golf Croquet. This is a yearly competition 
between the two Clubs and for the first time Wagga outclassed 
Young. 
 
In the A.C. doubles Wagga won 3 of the 4 matches. Ruth 
Wilson and Vi Griffiths (WW) were the winners with Bruce-
Leigh Cooper and Peter Lloyd (WW) runners-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the G.C. doubles Young 
won 9 matches and Wagga 7, 
but the winning pair on net 
points were Fay Miller and 
Noela Kaylock (WW) with 
Gillian Powell and Paul 
Bourke (Y) equal runners up 
with Edna Kelly and Gloria 
McAllister (Y). 
 
Wagga will visit Young next 
year for a return visit. 
 
Ruth Wilson 
Club Captain 

Bruce Leigh-
Cooper, Peter 
Lloyd & Stewart 
Wallace 

Gillian Powell & Paul Bourke 

ACA News Flash 
 
Croquet Australia is pleased to announce that the following two 
players have been selected to be the Australian Representatives 
in the 8th WCF Golf 
Croquet World Championships, to be held at Cape Town, South 
Africa on 8 - 16 March 2008. 
1. Owen Edwards 
2. Tony Hall 
The selectors have advised that these two players were 
nominated prior to the recent GC Championships held in the 
Hunter Valley to comply with the WCF deadline for 
nominations. 
 
Wildcard nominations for vacancies are : 
1. John Levick   6.  Geof McDonald 
2. Kevin Beard   7.  Brian Hadley 
3. Ron Johnstone   8.  Doron Gunzburg 
4. Chris McWhirter  9.  John Smith 
5. Christine Pont  
Wildcard places will be offered by WCF in the next few weeks. 

David Symons and Stewart Parkes 

6 ball game 

Winning Team 

YOUNG HAS A NEW  
NATIONAL CHAMPION 

 
Beryl McDonald, a popular member of Young Croquet Club, 
has won the National Golf Croquet Doubles Event (with 
playing partner Tony Hall) played at Deniliquin over four 
days last week.  The Tournament hosted by Croquet Australia 
fielded 66 players with seven members entered from Young.  
They were Bernice Carter, Shirley Close, Aileen Hanns, Edna 
Kelly, Beryl McDonald, Gillian Powell and Carol Turner.   
 
Beryl teamed with Tony Hall from Canberra Croquet Club, 
an Australian Representative, to take out the Doubles which 
is a very prestigious event.  Firstly all played a round robin 
event in groups where Beryl and Tony won all their games, 
they then played the best of 3 matches winning through to the 
quarter finals, the semi finals, then the thrilling finals to 
defeat Isabel and Bill Howe from Deniliquin Croquet Club.  
The contingent from Young, were named the “Young Girls” 
during the Tournament.  
   
On an official visit to our club the President of Croquet New 
South Wales, Jacky McDonald and her husband Geof who is 
the state Director of Coaching joined in social games of Golf 
Croquet on Sunday afternoon October 28th.  We all enjoyed a 
delicious afternoon tea and President Brenda Cummings 
welcomed Jacky and Geof to the club, the first time as far as 
we can all recall, that a President of CroquetNSW has visited 
the club since the club was formed 16 years ago.  Geof and 
Jackie, both level one coaches, stayed overnight to carry out 
coaching in both Association and Golf Croquet to a group of 
very appreciative members on Monday morning October 
24th.  They finalized their visit with some very informative 
chat over lunch before leaving to travel to visit the Croquet 
Club at Wagga Wagga. 
 

Brenda Cummings 

Victory for Woolgoolga! 
 
 
John Goddard with team 
members, John Bruce, Jo Gill, 
Henry Studer and Joan Neuwirth 
accepts the trophy on behalf of 
the Woolgoolga club. 
 
The 2007 Tri Club competition 
between Urunga, Sawtell and 
Woolgoolga has been won by the Woolgoolga club in what 
was a very close competition this year.  Several of the matches 
resulted in 3 games each and the winner decided on the 
number of hoops made.  However the match between 
Woolgoolga and Urunga, played at Woopi, resulted in the 
ultimate draw with 3 games and equal number of hoops each.  
What are the odds here? 
 
This is the 7th year of the competition, and the three clubs have 
won the trophy at least twice.   It is a friendly competition 
where not necessarily the lower markers play, but new and 
higher handicap players are encouraged to have a go. 
 
Jenny Arnold 
Sawtell 
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National Golf Croquet Championshipsat Deniliquin 
 

The 8th National Golf Croquet was held at Deniliquin on the 23rd-26th October. Their were 48 players in 
the Singles and 66 players in the Doubles. 
 
The games were played on 10 Courts in very fine weather except for the Thursday when a storm hit and 
dropped 64mm of rain in 2 hours which flooded the courts and we had to peg down 3 games which were 
in progress.  But at 8AM on the Friday we where able to start the games on time. 
 
In the doubles the winners were Tony Hall of Canberra and Beryl McDonald of Young  (refer the article 
from Young Club on p. 15) with Isabel and Bill Howe of Deniliquin the runners up.  In the singles the 
winner was Jim Saunders of Essendon from Val Hanna of Horsham Botanical. 
 
It was good to have the Executive Director of Croquet Australia Mrs Maree Skinner at the 
Championships  - a very big thank you for coming, Maree 
  
Bernie Bailey 
Tournament Manager  
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The program then provides for the schedule of the 
games to be printed (as illustrated below) and each 
player is given his own personal schedule 
A further step in the program asks for the results of the 

games to be entered as shown for example below 
 
RESULTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As soon as results appear the grid or block can be  
updated and automatically the results determine the 
placing of the players. The formulas required to do the 
calculations are called up as part of the program 
 
I would encourage all who are involved in managing 
tournaments to download these workbooks and 
experiment for yourself.  If you are required to  
enter a password then enter   taylor   without  
Capitals. 

John Taylor’s Croquet Legacy 
                          contributed by John Hanscomb 

John Taylor, a member of the USA Croquet 
Association died in 2005 .  He is remembered for his many 
contributions to croquet but perhaps his most important 
contribution for which he became well known throughout 
the world of croquet was his development of programs for 
greatly assisting the organization and running of 
tournaments. 
 
Taylor's tournament directing began in earnest when he 
developed a series of workbooks for Excel  
spreadsheets that automatically handled scheduling and 
scoring and printed out ladders and block results, daily 
reports, and up-to-date standings. Later he would add 
handicap calculations and reports that could automatically 
determine tracking points and print them in the proper 
format for sending to the USCA. John in effect contributed 
the modules to the croquet world by offering them at a 
minimal  
suggested charge of $10 per module, and asking that the 
payments be sent to the Croquet Foundation of America. 
There are now 39 of the Taylor workbooks available, 
ranging from draw and process formats to alternating 
doubles and USCA Grand Prix points reports. 
 
The workbooks can be downloaded from the  
following site free of charge: 
http://www.croquetamerica.com/gear/software/ 
 
Those who are familiar with Excel may know there is a 
powerful adaptation of the Visual Basic  
programming language (referred to as VBA macros or 
modules). This language is not hard to learn. One can 
perform many repetitive tasks automatically by learning to 
use the language. John Taylor did exactly that. 
 
A brief outline of what you can expect when you use these 
workbooks is given below. 
The workbook chosen is  
determined by the number of players. 
So to start let us suppose we are 
running a Round Robin with four 
players. This is the  
simplest situation. After  
calling up the program we are led to 
enter the names of the players  
referred to as Seed 1, Seed 2 and so 
on.  
 
This is illustrated by the extract at the 
top of the next column 
 
 
 
 

 

TIME DAY COURTBLOCK 1 Gold singles
8am Mon 1  Thomas Scott vs  George Raster
10am Mon 2  James Harrison vs  John Garris
11am Mon 3  John Garris vs  Thomas Scott
3pm Mon 4  George Raster vs  James Harrison
1pm Mon 3  Thomas Scott vs  James Harrison
2pm Mon 1  John Garris vs  George Raster

 Thomas Scott 26
 George Raster 6

 James Harrison 20
 John Garris 10

Gold singles
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Thomas
Scott 26 12 15 23 26 6 2 +26 67 1

5.0 +14 -8 +20

James

Harrison 12 26 20 10 12 26 1 -18 44 3
8.0 -14 +10 -14

John
Garris 23 15 10 20 26 12 2 +12 59 2

6.0 +8 -10 +14

George
Raster 6 26 26 12 12 26 1 -20 44 4

9.0 -20 +14 -14

TOURNAMENT NAME 
   
     SEED 1 - 
     First Name 
     Last Name 
                   Handicap    

 

 
 

 

President’s Open Day at Sydney Croquet Club 

Sydney Croquet Club combined its annual President’s Day with an Open Day held on Sunday 28 October.  The 
lawns and surrounding area looked a picture and thanks to the glorious warm weather the day was perfect.  Much of 
the success was due to the hard work of the committee and club members who volunteered to help introduce the 
visitors and newcomers to the intriguing games of both association and golf croquet, sharing both their knowledge 
and equipment.  Visitors came from as far afield as Balgowlah and Leichhardt.  Everyone enjoyed a delicious lunch 
prepared by the members.   A presentation was made to the President,  and more fun on the lawns continued after 
lunch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingrid Cohen & 
Wendy Fothergill 

  
Club member, Wendy Carr, helps our 
visitors 
  

Lunch is served! 

Some young visitors test out their 
croquet skills 
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Twilight Caravan Park Prize – Kevin Page (Toronto).  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Jan Sage 
Taree Croquet Club 

Taree Croquet Club –  
 

3rd Taree-on-Manning Golf Croquet Carnival 
 
The world of Golf Croquet is changing. Not only are the 
numbers of players increasing at an amazing rate, but the 
standard of play and the competitiveness of the players are 
also so different from just a couple of years ago. Players are 
no longer moving around the courts in small groups of four, 
but playing and enjoying singles competition with far more 
advanced tactics and skills. 
 
The number of entries to this year’s carnival was more than 
could be accommodated by the format for thirty six players. 
The doubles event was played on Wednesday morning, 
followed by the first round of the singles.  Singles round 
robin groups continued until 5.00pm on Friday, with many of 
the block winners decided by the last games. 
 
Players, club members and partners enjoyed the fun of Pizza 
and Salad and Croquet Under Lights on Wednesday night, 
Carnival Dinner at the Taree RSL and Golf Club on 
Thursday night, and finally the Trophy Presentation and 
Farewell Barbecue on Friday night. 
 
The Carnival Committee thanks the referee from Forster club 
who assisted for two days, the Taree referees, and the players 
who refereed between their games. 
 
Many thanks also to Country Energy for their sponsorship of 
the trophies that were presented, and to Twilight Caravan 
Park for their prize for the highest aggregate score. 

 
 

 
 
 

Doubles winners – 
Block A – John Coates (Forster) and Chris Ogilvie 
(Toronto). 
Block B – Bob Ogilvie (Toronto) and Bev Smith (Maitland). 
Block C – Kevin Page (Toronto) and Bridget Earle (Port 
Macquarie). 
Block D – Sylvia Andrews (Port Macquarie) and Huntly 
Reid (Port Macquarie) 
 

Singles – 
Block A – John Coates (Forster), runner up Ron Johnstone 
(Sutherland). 
Block B – Barb Piggott (Urunga), runner up Chris Ogilvie 
(Toronto). 
Block C – Kevin Page (Toronto), runner up Peter Smith 
(Maitland). 
Block D – Bridget Earle (Port Macquarie), runner up Lyn 
Dimech (Taree). 
Block E – Huntly Reid (Port Macquarie), runner up Jan 
Vaughan (Blue Mountains). 
Block F – Beverly Murray (Gloucester), runner up Bev 
Smith (Maitland). 
 

Spring  Carnival  at  Young  Croquet  Club 
 
 Many members of Young Croquet Club helped when and where they could towards 
making our Spring Carnival, held from Wednesday October 3 to Sunday October 7, a 
success.  Association Croquet was played in four blocks of six, with players coming 
from Bathurst, Canberra, Cheltenham, Dubbo, Forster, an individual player, Orange, 
Sawtell, Wagga Wagga, Woolgoolga and Young.  Unfortunately one player had to 
withdraw due to illness after playing two matches, as did several other entrants before 
the start of the Carnival.  In the days before the Carnival started the tournament 
committee were kept busy making several alterations before the final draw and playing 
times were finalized ready for day one.  Regretfully I was only present for the last few 
hours of play and the presentation of prizes where all players expressed their 

enjoyment of the event.  Several commented that it was a pleasure to play on green courts even though the area is in serious 
drought.  It was great to see many husbands and wives, even two grandchildren, supporting the players and between play they 
were able to visit many of our town’s attractions.  Our thanks again to all those members who have worked so hard over the 
past few weeks and months to maintain the standard of our playing courts not only for the Carnival but for the pleasure of all 
our members.  No carnival can happen without the dedication of  our Tournament Referee and Handicapper, Sylvia Shipp, 
plus several others who acted as referees, umpires and suitable persons to keep an eye on all the matches.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The winner of Block A was Leon O’Mally from Dubbo with Dennis Shipp runner up; Block B saw Denny Reedy from 
Bathurst the winner with Roger Fox from Orange, the runner up.  The winner of Block C was Ellen Puxty-Johansen from 
Sawtell with Henry Studer from Woolgoolga the runner up.  Block D winner was Janet Beasley from Dubbo with Helen 
James from Orange the runner up.   
 
We thank our sponsors from the town and district for their continuing support of this major event on our Croquet calendar. 
Great to see several photos included in the sport section of the Young Witness.  Last but not least a great big thank you to the 
dedicated group of members who helped in many ways during the Carnival. 
 
 
 

Brenda Cummings 
President 

 

John Friend, Bob Ogilvie, 
Bridget Earle 

Kevin Page, Tom Akre, 
John Talbot 

Farewell BBQ 

Ability All Sports Festival of Sport –  
20th and 21st October, 2007 

 
Croquet was one of many sports presented, on the 
weekend, for people with a disability, their carers and 
families and any other interested members of the 
community.  There were eight members of Taree Croquet 
Club on hand at different times to introduce the game skills 
and guide the new players through their first games of 
croquet. 
 

Like any group of people, there were those who were not 
really interested, and those who came back for more. In a 
very short time the young players were swinging their 
mallets and striking their balls with sharp, accurate strokes. 
Despite the rough ground and the thick grass, many hoops 
were scored to the delight of everyone ‘having a go’  

 
Bree and Tahli 
wait while their 
mother Karen 
plays her turn.  
Margaret Talbot 
and Tom Akre are 
assisting with 
directions and 
tactics. Both Karen 

and Bree are legally blind and thoroughly enjoyed their 
games. 
 

All who came along for the experience are welcome to 
come at the Club on Saturday mornings from 9.00am. 
 

Jan Sage 
Taree Croquet Club 



 

 

Gateball Exhibition – Do we or don’t we 
take up the challenge….. 

 

Broadbeach Croquet Club visited the Ballina Croquet Club 
(North Coast of NSW) on the weekend of the 15-16 
September 2007 to introduce Gateball to our local and 
visiting Croquet Club members.  Gateball is a mallet sport, 
like croquet, but played with two teams on a court about the 
size of a tennis court.  Each player has one ball identified with 
a number.  Gateball is a team sport that requires many of the 
same skills as Croquet. 
 
The game is played between two teams each of five players: 
the red team and the white team.  The red team wears tags 
numbered 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and the white team wears tags 2, 4, 6, 
8, 10.  These numbers match the players’ ball number.  
Players in turn attempt to pass their ball through 3 gates or 
hoops then hit a goal-pole in the centre of the court.  A time 
limit of 10 seconds applies to each strike and the game lasts 
for 30 minutes.  The winner is the team that scores the most 
points: one point is scored for each gate and two points for 
hitting the goal-pole. 
 
The game is fast moving, but is easily played by people of all 
ages.  Gateball is a non-contact sport.  Teams normally 
consist of players of both sexes and the age of players varies 
from school age to seniors.  The rules of the sport are 
internationally consistent and players with no common 
language can comfortably play games using standard 
recognised hand signals when required. 
 
Following a demonstration of playing techniques and overall 
game plans the Ballina members were invited to try our hand.  
Two teams were formed comprising the instructors from the 
Broadbeach Club and Ballina members.  Each team was led 
by a playing captain.  Play was vigorous.  The strategy of 
Gateball was at first bewildering but became clearer as the 
game progressed.  During the game players developed the 
necessary new skills and adapted their known croquet skills to 
suit the smaller court, lighter mallets and larger but smaller 
number of hoops.  Our enthusiasm and overall fun increased 
with every ‘spark’, ‘gate’ and ‘croquet’ accomplished. 
 
Over the weekend the Broadbeach members took in our local 
sites, joined with us for an enjoyable lunch at the Chinese 
Restaurant at the Ballina Bowling Club and on the Sunday 
participated in both Golf and Association games held at 
Ballina Croquet Club. 

FORSTER CROQUET CLUB 
 
When this current CNSW Newsletter is published I think 
members in all clubs will feel the shock to realise it is the 
end of the year 2007.  Where has it gone?  I guess it seems 
to have flown because clubs have such a hectic schedule 
over 12 months that "father time" seems to fly without 
our awareness.   Our Forster club is no different.   
 
I go back to May when we held our very successful Golf 
Croquet carnival.  Visitors came from far and near to play 
and it was great to see so many new faces who entered as 
well as the friends who have competed in our other golf 
carnivals.  Our annual Association winter carnival was held 
in the first week of June.  Local members and visitors 
competed in this event which was progressing very 
successfully, until, torrential rain and gale force winds 
resulting in severe weather conditions came along and stole 
our thunder.  Unfortunately, the carnival had to be 
abandoned.  However, there had been enough games 
completed to determine a result.    
 
The months following the winter carnival we held our own 
club's events which included Golf Croquet handicap 
championships and Association handicap championships. 
These events are important for our club's members as it 
gives them the opportunity to use their skills, tactics and 
hoop scoring abilities and they enjoy the challenge that these 
events present for handicap purposes.   On the June long 
weekend two of our members, Barbara McTiernan and John 
Coates travelled to Tempe to compete in the NSW Croquet 
State Championships in Association.  Barbara McTiernan 
(pictures below) won the Beryl Chambers Memorial Trophy 
awarded for State Handicap Champion.  She won all her 
games, 7 in total and "pegged out" in 5 of the games.  Our 
club congratulated Barbara on her outstanding 
achievement.  Members were so excited for her plus it was 
great for our club.  Well done to John too, it's a feather in his 
cap to have won his preliminary games to qualify for this 
event.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In July, John Coates travelled to Sydney, along with his wife 
Sheila, to compete in the NSW Division 1 Golf 
Championship.  John had a final result of equal 4th 
place.  Again, another wonderful result for one of our club's 
members.   In early August we held our annual general 
meeting and we congratulated our president, Shirley 
Fliedner, who was voted in again for the second year.    
 
Spring arrived.  With the coming of spring, we held our 
annual Spring association carnival.  We were blessed with 
exceptional spring weather, with just a few light 
showers that appeared irregularly on a couple of 
days.  There were approximately 42 competitors, both local 
and visitors.  Another successful carnival we're pleased to 
say.   
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Following our introductory experience to this new and  
challenging mallet sport the Ballina Club is reviewing the  
costs, court time allocation and interest in adding this sport 
to our existing repertoire of Association, Golf and Ricochet 
mallet sports played at Ballina.  
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One of our most exciting events this year is the celebration 
of our club's 70th Birthday on 29th November.  When this 
newsletter edition is published we will already have 
celebrated this birthday, so I will fill you in on our birthday 
festivities early in the New Year.  At this moment of writing 
my article, I know that plans are already underway and there 
is much to do for this happy occasion.    
 
Finally, our president Shirley Fliedner, the committee and 
club members wish to extend our best wishes to everyone 
for a Merry Christmas, good health and a safe holiday 
season and a very Happy New Year 2008.   Until next time, 
continue to enjoy the wonderful game of croquet.        
 
Anita Campbell  
Publicity Officer  
 

Lennie Downs—Ballina Club 
demonstration of Gateball. 

All Participants & Players at Gateball demonstration 

SYDNEY CROQUET CLUB 
 

Golf Croquet Singles Competition 
 

On Sunday 14 October there was great activity down at the 
Sydney Croquet Club as the golf croquet singles 
competition took place.  The weather was warm and sunny 
which helped make a most pleasant atmosphere for both 
competitors and spectators.  The players were divided into 
two groups and round robins played.  The semi finalists 
were the winner from group A, Jack Cohen, who played the 
runner up from group B, Alasdair Macdonald, and the 
winner from group B, Jackie Baker, played group A's 
runner up, Jane Frolich.  Most of the games were close 
encounters and there were several “hoops in one” scored 
and rewarded with a chocolate Freddo!. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The final between Jack and Jackie was exciting, with scores 
level most of the time to 6-6.  On hoop 13, Jackie had her 
red ball in an excellent hoop position, with rookie Jack to 
play blue.  This final shot was the highlight of the 
tournament.  He performed a skilful in-off to win the 
competition.   
 

It was a very happy day—all present enjoyed themselves as 
well as playing some good croquet.  Special thanks to 
Ingrid Cohen, Club President, for her excellent management 
of the day’s event and to Maureen Santer and Max Hooper 

who gave so much of their 
time to act as referee/time 
keeper/scorer for the games 
(mostly double up apart from 
the finals).   

 Ingrid Cohen &  
Wendy Fothergill 

Alasdair & Jack Jackie & Jane 

Final Referee, Wendy, presents 
Jack with the winner’s trophy 
while Jackie looks on. 

Any one for Ice skating?       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a photo (taken by Echo Newspaper) showing Laurie 
Axtens, sports editor for the Echo Newspaper amidst the 
hail covering the two lawns at the Lismore Croquet Club 
on Tuesday 9 October.  Lismore was hit by one of the most 
destructive hail storms ever recorded which resulted in 
massive damage all over the district. Thousands of 
buildings & motor vehicles were damaged in approx. 30 
minutes of hail, some the size of cricket balls. 
 

The lawns at the croquet club were pitted with little craters 
all over where the hail had landed, there were tree branches 
& leaves covering every square metre of lawn.   By the 
following day the council groundsmen had cleared all the 
debris away and the lawns were used on the Thursday 
by over 40 club croquet players for their annual 
tournament. 
 

The clubhouse sustained damage when all the windows on 
the southside of the building were smashed, however there 
was little water damage. Our lawns are recovering from 
their battering & club games have recommenced. Everyone 
in Lismore has their fingers crossed this was the worst 
storm of the season, and we won't see that sort of weather 
fury for a long long time.  
 

Fay Ross (Club Captain) 



 

 

THE AUSTRALIAN OPEN  
GOLF CROQUET SINGLES 

CHAMPIONSHIP  2007 
 

There were thirty five players in the event 
this year and the standard of play 
appeared to be higher than it has been in 

previous years. This may have been because there were players 
who competed as a warm up to the Inaugural Interstate Teams 
Shield event and those local players who had never competed 
at interstate level before.  The majority of these players said 
they were there because the championship was being held 
locally but quite a few have been bitten by the bug and will be 
on the Sunshine Coast next year. 
 
There were many comments from players that there should 
have been only sixteen players going through to the XYZ. First 
time competitors were astounded that with only two wins that 
they were going on to contest the XYZ. There was also the 
problem that this left only three players to contest the Plate.  To 
overcome this and make a viable competition of it, Toronto 
Club had made arrangements for three local players to enter the 
Plate - one of whom was Bill Hardy who much to his surprise 
went on to win. He along with other members of the Toronto 
Club have vowed to go to the Sunshine Coast so Bill can 
defend his title or go one better. 
 
Handicapping raised its head again. Is this not an ongoing 
problem? The new interstate players clearly showed that there 
are deep variations in  handicapping between the various states 
with the result that there were many comments about it. There 
also appears to be a problem  with the way the handicapping 
system works in the concept of the ‘best of three’ but this will 
be dealt with separately. 
 
The standard of play was very good with most games going to 
7/6 or close to it. There were players who had entered a 
national event for the first and not the last time.  NSW did very 
well and had five of the eight players in the quarter finals. Of 
these five, three  John Levick , Tony Hall and  Geof McDonald 
were in the NSW state team. Kevin Beard from Victoria went 
on to win the event from John Levick.  Other NSW players to 
do well were John Compton from Maitland who won the “Z” 
and Martyn Prins from Mosman who won the “Y”. 
 
The clubs are to be commended on the way they conducted the 
tournament. The various club members as usual did a great job. 
Also as usual the unsung heroes of the tournament are the 
referees and they as usual did themselves proud. 
 
Geof & Jacky McDonald 
 
 
 

SELECTOR’S TEN  5  – 7 October 2007 
 

The Selector’s 10 competition was introduced two years ago to  
give  the selectors an opportunity to see those players who 
were reaching the standard where they could be competing for 
places in the NSW State teams.  One of the conditions of entry 
is that the winner of this competition will play in the Bronze 
Medal.  In the past two years the standard of players in this 
competition has increased markedly and this year was no 
exception. 
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GOLD BROOCH  
21-22 September 2007 

 
The final of the Gold Brooch was played on Friday 21 and 
Saturday 22 September between the representatives from 
the Sydney and Canberra regional playoffs.  
 
Alan Walsh won the event undefeated with 5 wins 
conceding only 15 points in the 5 games.  Jim Nicholls 
from Wagga Wagga was runner-up with 4 wins.  
 
The standard of croquet was very high with only 3 games 
not pegging out and most players completing long breaks.  
 
Rita Johnson 
Manager  
 
 

NSW BRONZE MEDAL 
 

The NSW Bronze Medal was held at Tempe on 19th – 
21st October.  Ten players were invited by the 
selectors to compete.  This is the last major 
competition to be held this year and it was fitting that 
this comprised the top players in New South Wales.  
Due to the continuing dry weather the lawns were fast 
and the hoops  tight making for testing conditions for 
all.  Competitors were from Canberra, Wollongong, 
Cammeray, Blue Mountains, Bathurst, National Park 
and Killara. 
 
This event was held as a round robin tournament with 
untimed games which meant three games each day.  
With the games being untimed there were late finishes 
each day with one game pegged down on the Saturday 
and completed before the start of play on Sunday.  
Because there were no referees available the players 
refereed their own games and this did not present any 
problems. 
The final positions were not decided until the 
completion of the last game and they were as 
follows:- 
 
Peter Landrebe   Cammeray 9 wins , 2 Triple Peels 
Tim Murphy  Canberra 6 wins 

Whilst there were no triple peels several were attempted.  
It was pleasing to see that all competitors won at least one 
game.  Most games were very close with the end result not 
clear until close to the end.   
 
Nick Macoun, who is chairman of the Selection 
Committee was playing over the weekend and another 
selector, Alix Verge was here on the Sunday. 
 
Congratulations to Dick Smith who won with eight wins, 
seven of which he pegged out.  The runner up was Ken 
Edwards with seven wins.  I was most surprised to hear at 
the end of the competition that Dick was not available to 
play in the Bronze Medal. 
 
Thank you to all the competitors for the way in which 
they played their games.  We did not have any referees  
and the players refereed themselves.  

 
Jacky McDonald 

Manager 
 
 

SILVER HANDICAP SINGLES 
8-10 October 2007 

 
6 players took part in this event which was played in a 
very friendly and sportsmanlike manner.  All players won 
at least 1 game each with David Moody and Jacky 
McDonald winning 4 games each.  The result was not 
decided until the last session of the day with Jacky 
winning her last match and David losing his last match. 
 
All players agreed it was a very enjoyable competition . 
Congratulations to the winner – Jacky McDonald and the 
runner-up – David Moody. 
 
Rita Johnson 
Manager  
 
 

EVA SHORT MEMORIAL TROPHY  -  
INVITATION ONLY 

 
This competition had 7 non-acceptances, withdrawals or 
injuries before starting and I would very much like to 
thank all players for playing so competitively and in such 
an outstanding spirit.  There were some excellent games 
and results overall mirror the handicaps standards very 
closely. 
 
Congratulations to Alison Sharpe who was  the undefeated 
stand-out and her swing and concentration was admired. 
Christine Pont pushed all the way and was a very worthy 
runner-up.  Special mention to Jean Pack for good solid 
play. 
 
Many thanks to Rita as manager and Mary as tournament 
referee who worked well to make for extremely smooth 
and happy croquet. 
 
 
Nick Macoun 
Chairman - Selection Committee 
 

COMING EVENTS FOR 2008 
 
 

2-10 February 
11th WCF World Association Croquet Cham-
pionships Christchurch NZ 
  
  

8-16 March  
8th WCF World Golf Croquet Championships 
Cape Town, South Africa  

 
 

26 March - 6 April 
Interstate Cup, Gold Medal, Mens and Womens 
Open singles 
Brisbane metropolitan area  

 
 

12-13 April 
Queensland Golf Croquet Open Singles 

 
 

20 -21 July 
Queensland Golf Croquet Open Doubles  

 

Stephen Richards Canberra 6 wins 
Tony Hall Canberra 6 wins 
Rosemary Graham Blue Mountains 6 wins 
 
 
Congratulations to Peter.  He will now represent New South 
Wales in the Gold Medal to be held at the Australian 
Championships to 
be held in Brisbane 
next March  Tim 
Murphy was the 
runner-up. 
 
 
Jacky McDonald 
Manager 
 
 

The very happy players 
who took part in this 
year’s Mosman Prize 




